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09S9.  Perilous retreat 

                 

 Tribal organisations should recognise the Indian state‟s 
attempt to lower the legal barriers erected by the Forest Rights Act 
(FRA) as a threat to their survival. 

                                    (FRA)                     
                                                                     

                             
 The Committee on Public Undertakings‘ suggestion that a 

project require the consent of only most, rather than all, gram sabhas 
affected by that project, as the FRA intends in spirit, portends a 
significant jurisprudential change. 

                                                                   
                                                          ,      
   FRA            ,                                                  

 A regime that deems the acquiescence of 70%-75% of a•ected 
gram sabhas to suffice will reduce gram sabhas from democratic 

bodies protecting the constitutional rights of its specific inhabitants to 
corporate stakeholders. 

          ,       70%-75%                                     

        ,                                                           
                                                                       

 If the rule enters force, a project developer may by pass the 
consent of a village located directly with in a proposed reservoir, say, 
while ensuring that less a•ected villages have provided their no-ob 
jection certi•cates. 

                           ,                              ,           
   ,                                                               
          ,                                                        
           -                   

 The matter is of a piece with the political •ght over classifying 
tribal commun ities: by altering the demographic composition of who 
quali•es as a community member, the state will have an easier time 
splitting a village assemb ly and engineering consent. 

                                                                    
           :                                                                         ,      

                               औ                                    
 The refusal of the Tribal A•airs Ministry to claim jurisdiction over this issue creates a 

dangerous regulatory vacuum that leaves the Centre and State governments un checked to 

rewrite the rules by which forested land is diverted for non-forest use. 

                          इ                 -                    इ                      

                  ,        औ                                          -                    
                       ,                         -                                           

 While the FRA does not include a clause requiring a no-objec tion certi•cate from every 
a•ected gram sabha, it is untrue that there is at present no legal require ment that gram 

sabha decisions can be bypassed. 

      FRA                                       -                                 
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              ,                                                                            

                               
 The government has been rapidly scaling up energy infrastructure, including the long-

stalled Teesta-IV project, to meet macroeconomic goals while, in a previous avatar, having 
passed the FRA to undo ―historical injustices‖ meted out to forest-dependent communities. 

                                               ,                                -IV          
           ,                                          ,                               -      
                      “              ”                      FRA                

 But the path the state seems willing to pursue, hewing to the no tion that the consent 
requirement was never part of the FRA, is plainly ignoble. 

                                   इ                 ,       इ                        

                        FRA                 ,                       
 If the Environment Ministry entertains the idea, it must change the relevant rules or legislation 

openly and demo cratically. 

                   इ                        ,                                       औ  
                                     

 The Tribal Affairs Ministry resorting to a technicality, between the FRA and the Environ ment 
Ministry‘s rules, to recuse itself is hardly better as the bureaucratic manoeuvre could strip 
forest-dependent communities of their most po tent legal instrument. 

                          FRA औ                                                   
                   इ                                          ,                         -

                                                                     
 The foundation of these communities‘ livelihoods, culture, identity, and political 

autonomy is land, so they have fought to resist displacement and dispossession and to se 

cure customary collective ownership. 

इ                    ,        ,       औ                                  , इ            
        औ                                                                                  
         

 In recogni tion of the social and environment services ST communities continue to render in 
India and their contribution to national development, in cluding helping meet India‘s climate 
commitments, the Centre and States must also streng then the powers conferred by the Land 
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement and Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled 
Areas) Acts to gram sabhas in Scheduled Areas 

                        (ST)                                             औ            

                                                   ,                                    
                                    ,     औ                      ,         औ            

                   (                       )                                             
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09S9.  Women should take back the night 

                                              

 The Leader of the Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, recently caught patriarchy by the horns at 
Pune‟s „Chhatron Ki Goonj‟ women-only conclave. 

            ,            ,                                                  ‗            ‘        

                              
 He confronted the vulnerability of women in public spaces by explicitly framing women‘s 

autonomy as ownership not only of their bodies but of their lives. 
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                    ,                                                                  
 Instead of considering women merely as a constituency to be protected, Rahul Gandhi 

questioned the very ―cage‖ in which women are confined on the pretext of safety. 

                                                                 ,                   ―      ‖    
                                                                    

 This intervention echoes a seminal argument on women‟s mobility by Rebecca Solnit in 
her book Wanderlust: A History of Walking, where she explores how the freedom to walk 

alone at night and to discover the world on one‘s own terms has historically been a male 
prerogative — a right denied to women. 

                                         Wanderlust: A History of Walking               
                                                             ,                             
           औ                                                                             
       —                                         

 Feminist theorist Catharine MacKinnon argued that male dominance exercises its force as 
consent and its control as the definition of legitimacy. 

                                                                                           

   औ                                                         
 Patriarchal control operates through practices presented as protection and cultural 

legitimacy. 

                                                                   औ                        

                       
 When Indian women contest these restrictions, cultural narratives and religious scriptures are 

weaponised to preserve the status quo. 

                  इ                           ,                                        

       औ                                 इ                     
 This systemic oppression is then presented as ―Indian culture.‖ 

इ        इ                    ―              ‖                              
 However, in Culture and Society, Raymond Williams reminds us that culture is never a 

singular, homogenised, fixed, or unalterable monolith. 

       , Culture and Society                                                         ,      , 
                                    

 Rather, it is a dynamic reaction to the changing ―conditions of our common life.‖ 

इ        ,                                “                                   ”     
 Williams argues that while the idea of culture describes our common inquiry, ―our conclusions 

are as diverse as our starting points.‖ 

                                                                              ,      “      
                                                 ” 

 The understanding of culture as an unalterable value system fails to see Indian culture as a 
composite entity shaped by caste, class, religion, region, and ways of life. 

                             -                                                इ       
                           ,          ,    ,    ,     औ      -                         

 For example, the practice of ‗Sati Pratha‘, once construed as central to Indian culture, is today 
deemed one of the most savage and inhuman rituals. 

             , „       ‟,                                                  ,             औ  
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Challenging status quo 

                        

 Rahul Gandhi challenged the interpretation of Indian culture as an unchanging entity by 
publicly condemning the Manusmriti‘s dictates on women. 

                                                                                                  

                  इ                                               
 He struck at the literal text of ancient paternalism: ―Pita rakshati kaumaare, bharta rakshati 

yauvane, rakshanti sthavire putra; na stri swaatantryamarhati‖ (a woman is protected by her 
father in childhood, by her husband in youth, and by her son in old age; a woman does not 
deserve independence). 

                                                  : ―Pita rakshati kaumaare, bharta 

rakshati yauvane, rakshanti sthavire putra; na stri swaatantryamarhati‖ (              
                      ,                            औ                                        ; 
                                )  

 In doing so, he also drew a sharp ideological battle line against the foundational philosophy of 
Hindutva. 

                                                                          -                 
 It is worth remembering that M.S. Golwalkar revered Manu as the ―first and greatest lawgiver 

of the world‖ and advocated for the Manusmriti to serve as the constitution of independent 
India. 

                         .  .                   ―            औ                 ‖      
   औ                                                                           

 The argument that reducing a woman‘s identity to just three boxes — daughter, wife, or 
mother — denies her the right to belong to herself seamlessly connected the everyday 
anxieties of young Indian women to this deep, historical architecture of male custody.  

                                                   —     ,             —               
                                             ,                                              
               इ                                                 

 No longer is the question simply whether women are safe; it is whether women are free. 

                                                   ;                                        
 The call to ―break the cage‖ was therefore not the usual, toothless metaphor for 

empowerment. 

इ     “            ”                          इ                             औ  
                     

 It was a direct assault on the idea of male guardianship. 

                                              
 Historically, the night has belonged to men. 

              ,                      
 Girls, from a very tender age, are made to fear the night; of venturing out alone in darkness. 

                               औ                                                          
 Consequently, a woman‘s mental energy is consumed by the constant, exhausting labour of 

safeguarding her body. 

          ,                                                                    औ      
                                    

 Simple mobility becomes a calculated risk, forcing women to monitor their posture, clothing, 
timing, and surroundings just to exist safely in public spaces. 

                        -                     ,                                    
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                                      ,    ,     औ                                 
              

 While a structural shift is underway in urban India, it is driven by economic necessity rather 
than societal liberation. 

                                            ,                                      

                     
 The growth of a 24/7 service economy — spanning IT, aviation, healthcare, and journalism — 

has propelled Indian women into night shifts. 

24/7                          —           ,       ,             औ                    —    
                                                              

 Yet infrastructure remains stubbornly hostile. 

                                                
 Dark stretches, unlit transit hubs, a lack of clean public restrooms, and perilous last-mile 

connectivity ensure that night travel remains hazardous. 

            ,     -                ,                              औ              -    

                                                                       
 Economic utility, therefore, must not be confused with emancipation. 

इ                                                               
 True spatial reclamation requires moving from forced utility to unconditional freedom, where a 

woman can occupy the night without fear. 

                                                                                       
                ,                                                        

 In the 1970s, European and American women took to the streets at night under the banner 
‗Take Back the Night.‘ 

1970                   औ                     ‗Take Back the Night‘                       
                           

 For Indian women to fully reclaim the night, the practices that negatively impact women‘s 
enjoyment of basic human rights must be done away with. 

                                                                    ,                   
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09S9. Concerns over the Census questions 
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 The questions to be asked to every individual during the population enumeration phase of 
the 2027 Census were notified by the Central government last month. 

2027                                                                                  

                                       
 In a significant departure from the past, a number of personal details, which cannot be used 

to generate any useful statistics, are being sought. 

                                  ,                                          ,             

                                                         
 This prompts a look at the individual questions, their possible uses and the implications of 

their inclusion in the Census. 

इ                ,                     औ                                               
                             

 The new questions in Census 2027 ask respondents to provide the details of the parents of 

every individual and spouses of the married persons in the household, nationality as declared, 
permanent residential address, place of COVID-19 vaccination, total number of bank 
accounts, mobile number, Aadhaar number and Voter ID number (if available), Passport 
number (if an Indian passport holder), and driving license availability. 

       2027                                                         -                 

                              ,               ,                 , COVID-19            
    ,                      ,     इ      ,           औ              -        (          

  ),              (                          )       इ       इ                                  
            

 The United Nations defines a population census as, ―the total process of planning, collecting, 

processing, analysing, disseminating and evaluating demographic, economic and social data 
at the smallest geographic level pertaining, at a specified time, to all persons in a country or in 
a well-delimited part of a country‖. 

                              इ                       , ―                              
                                                                      ,       औ          

                                             ,         ,             ,             , 
            औ                                ‖ 

 It is evident from this definition that a census is viewed as an exercise to generate statistics 
for the use of the government in particular and the society in general. 

इ                                                    औ                                
                                                        

 One of the essential principles of official statistics is confidentiality of individual 
information. 

                                                                             
 Principle 6 of the United Nations‘ Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics states, ―the 

individual data collected by statistical agencies for statistical compilation, whether they refer to 
natural or legal persons, are to be strictly confidential and used exclusively for statistical 
purposes.‖ 

                                                              6              , ―          

                                                             ,                            
                            ,                              औ                                

                     ‖ 
 India has adopted these principles. 

        इ                         
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Use of „name‟ in the Census 

          „   ‟          

 As the Census is used to generate data useful for policy and planning purposes, information 
provided by an individual is used only for compiling the relevant statistics. 

                           औ                                                               , 
इ                                                                                        
         

 The individual‘s name has no relevance in the exercise, except to identify them during 
enumeration. 

                                          ,             इ                                  
 Names have merely been placeholders and have not been present in Census databases. 

                                        औ                                          
 In fact, there have been no attempts in the Indian Censuses to computerise names at all. 

        ,                                                                              
 There are countries that include the name and provide access to past Census data for 

genealogical studies. 

                                    औ                                                     
                       

 For example, past data from the U.S. Census can be accessed 72 years after the Census 

exercise. 

             ,                                                   72                        
    

 There is no such rule or policy in India. 

                                      
 Now, respondents will have to provide the names of every individual in the household, along 

with those of their parents. 

  ,                                                 -             -                     

            
 This will be a tall order for respondents from institutional households, such as wardens of 

hostels, old-age homes, jails etc. 

        ,         ,                                                                         
 A large number of children are now studying away from home, living in hostels, as paying 

guests, etc. 

                                         औ          ,   इ                                
 February, being towards the end of the academic year, means they may not be at home. 

                                                                     
 So, they would not be eligible for enumeration at their normal households. 

इ    ,                   इ  इ                                  
 Even in normal households, the respondent may not know the details regarding the 

grandparents who may be living with them. 

                                                       -            -                              
                 

 COVID-19 vaccination is now an old story. 

COVID-19                                   
 After the pandemic subsided, people have not been taking any vaccination and there have 

been no suggestions from the government to the people to get vaccinated. 
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                                                               औ                            
                                         

 In view of this, it is highly doubtful whether information on the place of vaccination, which 
could have been as much as five years ago, could be put to any meaningful use. 

इ            ,                                   ,                                     ,         
                                          

Personal details 

              

 Information on mobile number, Aadhaar number and voter ID number are being asked ‗if 
available‘. 

    इ      ,           औ              -                   ‗            ‘                     
 Also required is the passport number for those holding Indian passports. 

                                                               
 The meaning of the phrase ‗if available‘ is not clear. 

‗            ‘                              
 A person may have one or more of these identifiers. 

                  इ                                        
 However, it is possible that the respondent may not have these numbers, possibly with the 

exception of the mobile number. 

       ,                              इ                       ,            इ                 
 The question is whether ‗if available‘ refers to availability with the concerned member of the 

household or with the respondent. 

             ‗            ‘                                         इ                     
               इ                

 If the phrase is interpreted as availability with the respondent, then it will not be available to 
the Census as a large proportion of the respondents are likely to be the housewives or elderly 
parents who may not keep these details of every member of the household. 

    इ                                                              ,                 
                               ,                                                    -             
  ,                                                              

 A similar problem arises with institutional households. 

                               इ                                
 These numbers are not data items that could be used for any useful tabulations, except to 

determine whether these numbers are available. 

                                                                               ,          

                                              
 It is impossible to visualise more than 30 lakh Census enumerators spending time with the 

households to correctly record these numbers. 

                         30                         इ                                  
                   इ                     

 The enumerators may not have the time and patience to obtain the relevant records and 
collect the information. 

                                      औ                                     औ            
            

 Respondents in institutional households would find it impossible to provide the information, as 
they may not have these records with them. 
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                                                                     ,                   
                              

 Even the individuals living there may have left their records back home. 

                                                                     
 In normal households, visitors and domestic servants living for the entire duration of the 

Census enumeration period are to be enumerated. 

                 ,                                                          औ               
                       

 Would the respondent be able to obtain these details from them? 

                                       ? 

 If the respondents in domestic households with visitors/servants eligible for enumeration there 
and those in institutional households misuse the information, is there any protection for the 
individual, as the respondent is not a Census functionary? 

                                ,                        /                    , औ          

                   इ                            ,                                    ,       

                              ? 

 Nationality as declared may also not serve any useful purpose. 

                                                               
 Illegal immigrants may declare that they are Indian nationals. 

                                                       
 After trying this question in the 1951 and 1961 censuses, it was discarded from 1971 

onwards. 

1951 औ  1961                इ                       इ   1971                  
 It is worth noting here that after a lot of debates, the U.S. Census decided not to include the 

question on citizenship in the 2020 Census. 

                                                    2020                          
                                              

 The total number of bank accounts held by each person is useful for preparing a distribution 
of persons by the number of bank accounts. 

                                                                                        
                                                 

 For those with bank accounts, this information can probably be obtained by tabulating the 
number of accounts against each PAN, which is necessary to open a bank account. 

                           ,                                  PAN                           
                                ,                                    

 If the plan is only to determine the number of persons without any bank account, then it is 
enough to ask whether the person has a bank account. 

                                                                  ,                          

                                  
 It is difficult for a simple schoolteacher appointed as an enumerator to ask the question on the 

number of bank accounts and get a correct answer from the upper-class respondents, who 
may not even be ready to answer the simpler questions. 

                          ,                                      ,                      
                  औ                                                   ,                    
                                  

Possible information for NPR 

NPR                        
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 While preparing for the 2021 Census there were proposals for updating the National 
Population Register (NPR) during the Census exercise. 

2021                                                                          (NPR)    
                        

 However, several States objected to it. 

       ,             इ                
 The Census is conducted by enumerators appointed by the State government under section 

4(2) of the Census Act, 1948. 

                     , 1948         4(2)                                            
              

 Hence, the State governments may have the right to refuse the use of their staff to do any 
work that is not part of the Census. 

इ    ,                                                                     इ             
                 ,                             

 The Citizenship Act does not mention anything about the State government‘s role in the 
preparation of the NPR. 

                    NPR                                                                    
    

 The information on the parents of individuals, permanent address, nationality, etc is very 
useful for preparing/updating the NPR, which is to form the basis for preparing the National 
Register of Citizens. 

               -    ,          ,                         NPR         /                  

               ,                         (National Register of Citizens)                    
         

 It appears that the collection of such information through the Census questionnaire, though it 
does not aid the generation of any additional statistics, is aimed at the preparation/updating of 
the NPR. 

                                                                   ,       इ        

                                                , NPR          /                           
        

 However, including such information in the Census questionnaire and extracting it later to 
share it to another organisation within the government may violate the principle of 
confidentiality. 

       ,                                             औ                              
                                                                               

 There is no objection to preparing a population register or a citizen register, and its 
importance and uses are well recognised. 

                                                               औ  इ                    
                               

 However, collecting information required for creating an NPR should be done through a 
process that is transparent and has legal basis, without jeopardising the Census. 

       , NPR                                                                        
                औ                                                          

The length of the questionnaire 

                 

 With 40 questions, many requiring descriptive answers, the time taken for a household is 
likely to result in respondent fatigue. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
4 

40                  ,                                         ,                       
                                             

 The respondent is required to answer similar questions for every individual in the household. 

                                                                               
 This may result in the respondent becoming uninterested and potentially giving casual replies. 

इ                                    औ                                                    
 Furthermore, by adding questions that require recording the names and addresses, the 

workload of the enumerator has increased significantly. 

इ         ,     औ                                                                     
 By loading the Census with questions that are of no use for generating statistics, the quality of 

Census data may be seriously affected. 
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09S9 Karnataka told to release 6,000 cusecs a day to T.N 

                                 6,000                            

09S9 Citing inaction, Manipur Naga body plans to intensify highway blockade 

                          ,                                                                

09S9 Quiz 

 
 
 

Triple threat: This satellite image from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration shows 
Hurricanes Lowell (L), Karina (C), and Marie (R) 
over the Pacific Ocean on September 3. Scientists 
have attributed this rare trio of hurricanes to waters 
warmed by a historically strong El Nino. 
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09S9. Karnataka told to release 6,000 cusecs a day to T.N 

                                 6,000                            

 The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA), which met in Delhi on Tuesday, has 
upheld the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee‘s (CWRC) direction to Karnataka to ensure 
flows to the neighbouring Tamil Nadu at the rate of 6,000 cusecs a day for the next 15 days. 

                                                (CWMA)                              

      (CWRC)                             ,                          15               
                            6,000                                                  

 The CWRC issued this direction earlier in the day and Karnataka had challenged it before the 
CWMA. 

CWRC                                      औ            CWMA        इ                 
 However, the CWMA endorsed the CWRC‘s decision and asked Karnataka to ensure a flow 

of 6,000 cusecs a day at Biligundlu inter-State water gauge for 15 days, beginning 8 a.m. 
on September 9. 

       , CWMA    CWRC                        औ            9                8            

          15                                                                   6,000        

                                   
 The total quantum of water that has been ordered to be released amounts to approximately 

7.8 tmc ft. 

                                               7.8                
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 Karnataka Water Resources Minister N. Cheluvarayaswamy expressed disappointment over 
the order to release water when the State is gripped by drought and termed the decision 
―illogical‖. 

                           .                                                                  

                  औ  इ           “       ”        
 He indicated that Karnataka would consider approaching the Supreme Court on Wednesday 

after consulting Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar. 

                                .  .                                                       

                                   
 Expressing anguish over the order, he said, ―The authorities who are issuing orders in Delhi 

are unable to understand the conditions on the ground.‖ 

                                    , ―                                           
                                ‖ 

 Earlier, Karnataka told the CWMA that storage available in the four reservoirs of its Cauvery 
basin was critically inadequate and was barely enough to meet the State‘s needs. 

इ        ,           CWMA                                                            

                        औ                                                                
 Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu maintained that delayed releases would seriously affect Samba 

cultivation and the livelihood of farmers. 

इ     ,                                                            औ                       
                  

 It sought higher releases to the tune of 1.76 tmc ft a day (20,370 cusecs) for the next 15 

days to clear its claimed backlog based on pro-rata entitlement. 

                         (pro-rata entitlement)                                              
         15                1.76            (20,370       )                               
         

 

 

 

09S9. 

Citing 
inaction, 
Manipur 

Naga body 
plans to 
intensify 

highway 
blockade 

         
              
   ,        
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 The United Naga Council (UNC), the apex body of Naga communities in Manipur, on Tuesday 
said it would intensify its inter district economic blockade on major National High ways across 
the State from 1a.m. on Wednesday. 

    इ                (UNC),                                          ,                         

              1                                                -                           

       
 The UNC said the intensified economic blockade was justified because the government failed 

to deliver justice to the families of six Naga civilians who were abducted from Leilon Vaiphei 
village in Kangpokpi district on May 13 and killed. 

UNC                                           ,                                             
                       ,       13                                                              
   औ                         

 The organisation‘s demands include action against those involved in the killing and the 
removal of Deputy Chief Minister Nemcha Kipgen, accused of hobnobbing with Kuki armed 
groups. 

                                                      औ                                   
        ,                                                        

 According to a statement issued by UNC spokesperson H. James Hau, the ―indefinite‖ 
blockade will cover National Highway-2 (Imphal-Dimapur), NH-202 (Imphal-Ukhrul Jessami), 
NH-37 (Imphal-Jiribam), and NH-102A (Tadubi-Ukhrul). 

UNC            .                                      , ―            ‖                 

       -2 (इ    -       ), NH-202 (इ    -    -      ), NH-37 (इ    -       ) औ  NH-102A 

(     -    )               
 The UNC said vehicles carrying essential supplies and services, including medical supplies, 

media, power, telecommunications and water supply, would be exempted. 

UNC                        ,       ,      ,          औ                             औ  
                                इ                  

 The blockade is likely to affect the Imphal-Guwahati public transport services via NH-2, which 
were resumed in August after more than three years. 

            NH-2             इ    -                                                         , 
                                                              

 Movement of people on the highways was affected after the ethnic conflict between the Kuki-
Zo and Meitei communities erupted on May 3, 2023. 

    -   औ                                   3   , 2023                                       
                       

 Manipur‘s Home Minister Konthoujam Govindas told the House recently that the ethnic 
clashes, including the one between the Kukis and Nagas since February, claimed at least 306 
lives. 

                                                                           ,                
     औ                                          ,             306                 

 

No. Dam / Reservoir River State(s) Key fact 

1 
Nagarjuna Sagar 

Dam 
Krishna 

Telangana–

Andhra Pradesh 

Major multipurpose irrigation 

and hydropower project 
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No. Dam / Reservoir River State(s) Key fact 

border 

2 Srisailam Dam Krishna 
Andhra Pradesh–

Telangana region 

Major hydroelectric and 

irrigation project; upstream of 

Nagarjuna Sagar 

3 
Tungabhadra 

Dam 
Tungabhadra Karnataka 

Tungabhadra is a major 

tributary of the Krishna 

4 Almatti Dam Krishna Karnataka 
Important upper-Krishna 

multipurpose project 

5 

Krishna Raja 

Sagara (KRS) 

Dam 

Cauvery/Kaveri Karnataka 
Near Mysuru; associated with 

Brindavan Gardens 

6 
Mettur Dam / 

Stanley Reservoir 
Cauvery/Kaveri Tamil Nadu 

Extremely important for 

irrigation in the Cauvery 

delta 

7 
Idukki 

Dam/Reservoir 
Periyar system Kerala 

Famous arch dam; major 

hydroelectric project 

8 Mullaperiyar Dam Periyar Kerala 

Located in Kerala, but its 

waters are diverted toward 

Tamil Nadu; important 

interstate issue 

9 Somasila Dam Pennar/Penna Andhra Pradesh 
Major irrigation reservoir in 

the Penna basin 

10 Koyna Dam Koyna Maharashtra 

Major hydroelectric project; 

Koyna is a tributary of 

Krishna 

 

 

09S9. Quiz 

1. Equal Earth Projection: Togo 
and the United States 

 Togo introduced the ―Correct 
the Map‖ resolution on behalf of the 
African Group. 

 The UN General Assembly 
adopted it on 4 September 2026 by 
164 votes in favour, with six 

abstentions. 

 The United States of America was the only country to vote against it. 

 The resolution encourages equal-area projections, including the Equal Earth projection, but 

does not legally mandate one projection. 

 Developed in 2018, Equal Earth preserves the proportional areas of continents and reduces 

the area distortion associated with the Mercator projection. 

2. Cartography and the Survey of India 
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 Cartography is the science, art and technology of preparing, designing, interpreting and 

studying maps. 

 It involves scale, symbols, projections, direction, spatial data and the representation of 
geographical features. 

 India‘s principal national mapping agency is the Survey of India, functioning under the 
Department of Science and Technology. 

 Established in 1767, it is India‘s oldest scientific department. 

 It prepares base maps, topographical data, political maps and other geospatial products 
required for administration, planning, development and national security. 

 Its Open Series Maps are available for public developmental and educational use. 

3. Graticule 

 A graticule is the network formed by parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude on a 

globe or map. 

 Parallels extend east–west and identify angular distance north or south of the Equator. 

 Meridians extend between the geographical poles and indicate angular distance east or west 
of the Prime Meridian. 

 Their intersections provide the geographical coordinates of particular locations. 

 A graticule is different from a projected map grid expressed through linear measurements 
such as metres. 

 Its appearance changes according to the map projection because Earth‘s curved surface 

must be represented on a flat plane.  

4. Prime Meridian in Africa 

 The Prime Meridian, designated as 0° longitude, passes through five countries in mainland 

Africa. 

 From north to south, these are Algeria, Mali, Burkina Faso, Togo and Ghana. 

 Therefore, apart from Togo and Ghana, the required countries are Algeria, Burkina Faso 
and Mali. 

 Globally, the meridian also crosses the United Kingdom, France and Spain before entering 
Africa and ultimately continues towards Antarctica. 

 It serves as the reference line for measuring longitude eastward and westward. 

 The meridian is historically associated with the Royal Observatory at Greenwich in London 

and the Greenwich time-reference system. 

5. Point Nemo 

 Point Nemo is the oceanic pole of inaccessibility—the location in the ocean situated farthest 
from any land. 

 It lies in the South Pacific Ocean at approximately 48°52.6′ South and 123°23.6′ West. 

 It is nearly 2,688 kilometres from each of its closest land points: Ducie Island, Motu Nui and 

Maher Island near Antarctica. 

 Its name refers to Captain Nemo, the fictional mariner in Jules Verne‘s Twenty Thousand 
Leagues Under the Sea. 

 Point Nemo is not an island or visible structure; it is a mathematically determined 

geographical coordinate in the open ocean. 
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09S9. PAC flags failure to transfer ₹9,222 cr. in 

cess collections 

PAC    ₹9,222                                

                             

 The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) on 
Tuesday expressed concern over the reported failure to 
transfer cess and levy collections to designated reserve 
funds, with members questioning the Union Finance 
Ministry‘s explanation on the issue and reiterating earlier 
recommendations that such collections be used only for the 
purposes for which they were raised. 

               (PAC)                    औ               

                                                        

                       ,               इ                 

                                    औ             
                                                            
                      ,                                 

 According to an audit examination for 2024-25, 
₹9,222 crore collected through various cesses and levies 
was not transferred to four designated reserve funds during 
the year. 

2024-25        -                     ,              औ  
                             ₹9,222                      

                                                      
 The findings form part of Paragraph 3.3.1 of the 

Comptroller and Auditor General‘s (CAG‘s) Report No. 6 of 
2026. 

                                   (CAG)    2026           
      6            3.3.1              

 According to sources, PAC chairperson and senior 
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Congress leader K.C. Venugopal said the issue had already been flagged by the committee 

in its 69th report, tabled in August 2023. 

              , PAC         औ                      .  .                                   

2023                   69              इ                                     
 The report had recommended scientific assessments of the amount and duration of cess 

collections, periodic reviews to evaluate whether intended objectives had been achieved, and 
regular crediting of cess proceeds to reserve funds. 

                            औ                      ,                                       

               -                                                                       
                          

 Ignoring the directions of the PAC, which is a parliamentary standing committee, constitutes 
an insult to Parliament, Mr. Venugopal said. 

                       PAC                    ,                            ,               

    

„Taken from everyone‟ 

„               ‟ 

 He further argued that cess collections should be utilised for the purposes for which 
they are raised and not to finance the government‟s budgetary deficit. 

                                                                              ,           

                     ,                                                   
 It is an amount collected from everyone, whether they are income tax payees or not, from the 

middle class to the poor, Mr. Venugopal pointed out. 

                                                                ,                            , 
                          

 

09S9. SC presses Odisha to decide on Dara Singh plea 

for remission 

                                                     
                            

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday pulled up the Odisha 
government over the delay in deciding the remission petition of 

missionary Graham Staines murder convict Dara Singh and cautioned 
that it would summon State officials if the Sentence Review Board 

failed to take a decision within 10 days. 

                                                                   
                                                                     
                    औ                                   10         
                           ,                                       

 Staines and his sons, aged six and 10, were sleeping in their 
vehicle parked outside a church when a mob set it on fire and 
prevented them from escaping. 

      औ          औ  10                                                
         ,                              औ                          
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 Posting Singh‘s petition for hearing on September 17, a Bench of Justices Manoj Misra and 
Vijay Bishnoi said the government could not continue to defer a decision. 

                    औ                                          17                         

                                                             
 ―You cannot avoid taking a decision. You have to decide one way or the other. For two years, 

you have been delaying the decision. Otherwise, we will summon your Secretary or whoever 
is in charge right now,‖ the Bench said. 

          , ―                                                                                
                                        ,                 इ                    ,          

      ‖ 
 During the hearing, the counsel appearing for the government sought a four week 

adjournment and said the State‘s decision would be conveyed on the next date of hearing. 

                                                                         औ              

                                              
 The Bench, however, expressed displeasure over the continued delay, pointing out that in its 

August 19 order it had already directed the State to take a call on the remission plea. 

       ,                                               औ              19                   

                                                                        

„Pending decision‟ 

„           ‟ 

 ―Last time also, you sought time. Convey your decision. We had specifically said you would 
take a decision by the next date... Why are you unnecessarily seeking an adjournment? You 
can‘t keep this lingering like this,‖ the Bench said, noting that a decision had been pending for 
over two years. 

          , ―                                              इ                             

                           ...                                      ?    इ   इ      

                   ‖                                                           
 The State‘s counsel assured the Bench that a decision would be taken by the next hearing 

and that the Advocate-General of Odisha would be present to assist the court. 

                                                                         औ           
                                                 

 The court accordingly posted the case for hearing on September 17 and directed the State to 
inform it of the decision taken on the remission plea. 

                            17                                      औ                     

                                                           
 Singh is serving life sentences in two other cases in which he was convicted in 2007. 

                                                    ,           2007                        
 The convictions were upheld by the High Court in 2022 and, in one of the cases, by the 

Supreme Court in 2023. 

इ                               2022    औ  इ                                    2023    
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09S9. Centre steps away from row over Hindu group‟s visit to Eiffel Tower 

                                                                     

 The government on Tuesday faced questions over its links to a religious group whose 
allegedly ―anti-women‖ demands caused the iconic Eiffel Tower in Paris to shut down for a 
day, leading to a major political row in France. 

                                                                          ,            

“     -      ”                                                                        औ  
                                            

 Paris city officials have begun a formal inquiry, and the Hindu group, known as BAPS, denied 
making any demands to ―limit interactions‖ with women employees at the tower. 

                          औ                         औ  BAPS                                  
                                       ―                ‖                         इ              

 The shutdown came a day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a temple built by 
BAPS (Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha) in a Paris suburb. 

                                                      BAPS (                       

                 )                                                          
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 In a 10-minute virtual address, Mr. Modi had called the construction a ―new chapter‖ in India-
France cultural relations. 

10                                        इ                -                         “       
     ”           

 The External Affairs Ministry said the Prime Minister often addressed such events and India 
was not involved in the controversy. 

                                                                    औ       इ           
               

 According to officials managing the Eiffel Tower, BAPS leaders, who were in Paris for the 
temple‘s inauguration, specifically asked for women employees to be moved out of sight of 
the delegation of monks, particularly their 93-year-old leader. 

                                                ,                                       BAPS 

                                                              ,            93          ,    
                             

 The union of the Eiffel Tower employees, which called the one-day strike in solidarity with 
female colleagues, said the women, who had been replaced by men at certain posts, were 
instructed not to cross certain areas while the delegation was present. 

                             ,                                                           

       ,                                                                                    
                                                      

 ―We are aware of the opening of a temple by the BAPS Sanstha in the Paris area. As to the 
issue pertaining to the Tower, this is a matter purely between the entities [BAPS and the Eiffel 
Tower authorities] concerned,‖ Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said. 

                                    , ―                BAPS                                

                                                   ,                             [BAPS औ       

            ]                    ‖ 
 To a question from The Hindu on whether the government has asked BAPS for an 

explanation of its alleged demand to deny women employees access to parts of the Eiffel 
Tower or whether it would now distance itself from the group, Mr. Jaiswal said that it was a 
―common practice‖ for the Prime Minister to ―convey his good wishes‖ on such occasions, and 
there would be no comment. 

           इ                                                                                    

                                   BAPS                                   इ               
      ,                                                  “                    ”    

―          ‖    औ  इ                               
 Earlier this year, India‘s Ambassador to France, Sanjeev Singla, had spoken at a ceremony 

for the temple. 

इ                 ,                                                                              
 India‘s Ambassador to UNESCO, Vishal Verma, praised the BAPS group in a social media 

post on Tuesday and said his wife had participated in the ―shilanyas‖ or stone-laying 
ceremony of the temple in 2022. 

                                                                             BAPS         
         औ                      2022             “        ”                               
             

BAPS issues denial 

BAPS              
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 In written responses to The Hindu, BAPS denied having made the requests. 

                         BAPS                          इ           
 ―We want to be unequivocally clear: this coordination was undertaken purely as a matter of 

operational courtesy and logistics to ensure a smooth visit for a large group without 
inconveniencing the Tower‘s employees or the public,‖ BAPS, France, said pointing out that 
the delegation had more than 100 members. 

          BAPS       , ―                                                                  
औ                                       ,      100                                     
                                                                              ‖ 

 ―It was never, at any point, intended as a request rooted in gender, and any suggestion to the 
contrary does not reflect the spirit or values of our fellowship or the delegation,‖ it added, 
insisting that BAPS did not know about the denial of access to anyone. 

            , ―            इ               -                         औ  इ               

                                                                              ,‖ औ           
       BAPS                                                       

 However, the women employees had said earlier that they were made to feel ―invisible‖. 

       ,                                        “    ”                  
 French right-wing and centrist Opposition leaders criticised the [Emmanuel] Macron 

government for the incident and demanded an explanation. 

                 औ                          इ               [इ      ]               
          औ                       

 ―In France, we do not ask women to erase themselves. No dogma, no religion is above the 
laws of the Republic,‖ France‘s Equality Minister Aurore Berge said. 

                                   , ―                                                          
                                                 ‖ 

 Several French commentators questioned the reasons behind the group‘s influence, pointing 
to the BAPS temple in the U.S. that faced legal cases after the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation accused the group of labour code violations. 

                                                            औ                  BAPS       
             ,                                                                              
                                       

 On Monday, Paris Mayor Emmanuel Gregoire ordered an inquiry into the incident, while Ariel 
Weil, president of tower operator SETE, issued an apology. 

                        इ                                          ,                  SETE 
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09S9. Tribal Affairs Ministry under pressure from „Modani‟, says Congress on 
Gram Sabha issue 

                                 ,                     „      ‟               

 Slamming the Tribal Affairs Ministry‟s assertion that the Forest Rights Act ―has no 

provision‖ for seeking Gram Sabha consent while diverting forest land for non-forest 
purposes, the Congress on Tuesday asked if the Centre was ―under pressure from the 
Modani conglomerate‖ and other mining interests, in a reference to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and the Adani group. 

                       इ                               -                                 
                                                                     “               ” 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
7 

  ,                                                 ―           ‖ औ                          
  ,                          औ                                    

 Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh said that this ―shocking stance‖ of the Ministry 
reflected a ―serious misunderstanding of the law and an abdication of the Ministry‘s statutory 
responsibility‖. 

                                                 ―              ‖ ―                       

औ                                        ‖               
 ―The FRA clearly designates the Tribal Affairs Ministry as the nodal ministry for implementing 

the law, and therefore, for protecting the rights it guarantees,‖ Mr. Ramesh said. 

              , ―FRA                                                                  

       औ  इ    , इ                                                                        
              ‖ 

 The Ministry‘s attempt to distance itself from its responsibility would ―make a mockery of the 
law and of the communities it was enacted to protect‖, he added. 

                                                                    ―      औ                
              ,                  इ                         ‖ 

 This comes a day after The Hindu reported that the Tribal Affairs Ministry had told the Power 
Ministry that the 2006 law has ―no provision for obtaining consent of the Gram Sabha for 
forest clearance‖, adding that ―such matters‖ related to Gram Sabha consent ―do not fall 
under the purview of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs‖. 

                                                                    ,                       

                                                  2006             “                      

                                            ”, औ                                      
        ―         ‖ ―                                             ‖  

 This was conveyed to the Power Ministry on August 31, during deliberations over how Gram 
Sabha consent had become a ―bottleneck‖ for government projects. 

       31                                             ,    इ              -             
                                                            ―    ‖           

 Mr. Ramesh, however, said the requirement of complying with sections of the Forest Rights 
Act for any diversion of forest land for non-forest purposes has been repeatedly reiterated by 

both the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and the Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate 
Change. 

       ,                      -                                                                
                                                                                     
       ,    औ                       ,               -                    

 He cited a 2012 communication from the Tribal Affairs Ministry to the States, a 2018 dialogue 
it had with the Environment Ministry, replies in Parliament by the Environment Ministry, and 
the government‘s Van Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan Rules, 2023, to show that FRA 

compliance and a no objection certificate from the concerned Gram Sabha have long been 
considered as mandatory requirements to divert forest land. 

                                          2012                 ,                       2018 

            ,                                          औ                                   , 

2023                          FRA            औ                                -   

(NOC)                                                                                 
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09S9. U.P. judge awards 23rd death penalty in 

past five months 

                                            23    
                      

 Stating that he would rather ―die‖ than be labelled a 
―coward‖, Muzaffarnagar additional district and sessions 
judge Ravi Kumar Diwakar, who has handed down 22 death 
sentences in past five months, on Monday awarded another 
death sentence in a dowry murder case, taking the total to 23. 

                  ―    ‖                ―    ‖           , 
                                                    
      ,                             22                           , 
                                         औ                  
     ,                 23        

 The judge had been in the spotlight earlier, notably 
after he allowed a survey of the Gyanvapi mosque premises 
in Varanasi in 2022. 

                               ,                          2022 

                                                          
    

 In the latest death sentence, issued on September 7, 
the judge convicted Mohd. Nadeem of murdering his wife, 
Shahzadi, by pouring kerosene on her and setting her ablaze 
in July 2018. 

7                                                                               2018    
                                                            औ                         
        

 Describing the killing as ―extremely brutal and barbaric‖, the court held that the offence fell 
within the ―rarest of rare‖ category warranting capital punishment. 

        ―          औ      ‖          ,                             “                ”         
      ,                                   

 Several prosecution witnesses, including Shahzadi‘s parents, turned hostile during the trial 
and denied allegations of dowry demands and cruelty. 

              -                                                                           

औ                                     इ           
 The court, however, relied on the dying declaration of the deceased and held that the same 

established Nadeem‘s role in the killing. 

       ,                          -                        औ          इ                    
                       

 Going beyond the facts of the case, Mr. Diwakar, in the conviction order, raised concerns over 
the alleged influence of the mafia and gangsters on the judicial system, especially in western 
Uttar Pradesh. 

                             ,                                                       औ  
                    ,                               ,                        
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09S9. India-Japan defence cooperation breaks new ground 

    -                                    

 The August 2026 visit of Japan‘s Defence Minister Shinjiro Koizumi to India marks an 
important moment in the evolution of a partnership that has often been more developed 
institutionally than operationally. 

                            इ             2026                                                

              ,                                                                   
 The agreements that were announced suggest that New Delhi and Tokyo are now attempting 

to connect these disparate strands into a more coherent security relationship, having spent 
more than a decade building the institutional vocabulary of defence cooperation through 
annual dialogues, the 2+2 mechanism, exercises, logistics arrangements and defence 
technology discussions. 

                                       औ           इ     -                             

                                      ,                            , 2+2    ,            , 
                   औ                                                               

                                                   

Convergence into operational capability 

                       

 This matters because the India-Japan defence relationship has reached a stage where 
additional declarations of strategic convergence have diminishing returns. 
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                         -                                                               
                                                            

 Both countries already share concerns about coercive attempts to alter the status quo, the 
security of maritime commons and the growing militarisation of the Indo-Paci•c. 

                                                              ,                          औ  
    -                                                           

 The challenge has been translating these convergences into arrangements that improve their 
ability to operate together. 

       इ                                                    ,                              

                           
 The new maritime framework seeks to address this issue. 

                इ                                         
 The emphasis on information sharing and Maritime Domain Awareness is signi•cant as India 

and Japan occupy critical positions at opposite ends of the Indo-Paci•c‘s principal maritime 
theatre. 

              औ                    (Maritime Domain Awareness)                 
           ,            औ            -                                                      
                          

 Japan‘s immediate security concerns are concentrated in the East China Sea and the waters 
surrounding Taiwan, while India‘s geographical position gives it a central role in the Indian 
Ocean maritime space. 

                                              औ    इ                                      , 
                                                                                       

 A closer information-sharing architecture could gradually create a more continuous strategic 
picture across these interconnected maritime spaces. 

                  -              इ                               -                    
             -                      

 The objective is to develop greater awareness, interoperability, and operational familiarity 
between the two major maritime powers. 

                                                 ,     -           औ                 
                         

 The discussions on naval shipbuilding may prove equally important with an exploration of joint 
development in naval shipbuilding and design by combining Japanese technological expertise 
with Indian production capabilities. 

                                                                      ,       इ            

            औ      इ                                   औ                          
                                                               

 There was also agreement to deepen discussions on Japan‘s use of Indian production 
capabilities under the ‗Make in India‘ framework and to move towards reciprocal 
arrangements for ship repair facilities. 

‗    इ  इ     ‘                                                                               
औ                                                                                    

 This could address a long-standing weakness in the bilateral relationship by giving a •llip to 
defence-industrial cooperation, which has consistently lagged behind strategic and political 
convergence. 

      -औ                                                                                
              ,            औ                                         

 The proposed transfer of Japan‘s UNICORN integrated communications antenna system 
remains the most visible symbol of this e•ort. 
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         UNICORN                                                  इ                    

                      
 While the Japanese Ministry of Defence describes UNICORN as the •rst defence equipment 

transfer project between the two countries, the project itself is not new. 

                          UNICORN                                                      
                      ,                                    

 A memorandum of understanding for the co-development of UNICORN masts, involving 
Bharat Electronics Limited, was signed in November 2024. 

     इ                                   UNICORN           -                       
           2024                          

 The August meeting therefore represented a further step towards implementation rather than 
the initiation of a new project. 

इ                                                                            औ      

                      
 New Delhi and Tokyo have struggled to convert their 2015 agreement on defence equipment 

and technology transfer into concrete outcomes. 

         औ                      औ                        2015                       

                                           
 The commitment now to early implementation, alongside plans to deepen cooperation 

between India‘s Defence Research and Development Organisation and Japan‘s Acquisition, 
Technology and Logistics Agency, suggests a recognition that credibility today depends on 
delivering projects rather than solely identifying possibilities. 

                            ,                                             औ           
      ,                                                                                    

                                                                                    
                       

On exercises 

               

 Japan‘s •fighter aircraft are participating in the Veer Guardian exercise in India (September 9-
22, 2026) for the •rst time. 

                                                                  (9-22       , 2026)           
        

 The two sides have agreed to increase the complexity of bilateral exercises, integrate 
unmanned systems and explore exercises organised at short notice. 

                                               ,                                 औ      

                                                                                    
 They also discussed cooperation between special operations forces and India‘s future 

integrated theatre commands. 

                        औ                                                              
    

 These initiatives point towards a defence relationship increasingly concerned with operational 
preparedness. 

                                                                                         
 Before travelling to New Delhi, Mr. Koizumi visited the Western Naval Command in Mumbai 

and INS Chennai. 
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                                   इ                                      औ               

              
 His visit thus extended beyond the familiar strategic geography of the Bay of Bengal and the 

Strait of Malacca. 

इ                               औ                                                
              

 The western seaboard is central to India‘s wider maritime interests, encompassing critical sea 
lanes, energy •ows and India‘s growing responsibilities in the western Indian Ocean. 

                                                                  ,                      
    ,           औ                                                             

 The broader regional context is impossible to ignore. 

                                            
 The joint statement reiterated opposition to unilateral actions that impede freedom of 

navigation or seek to alter the status quo through force or coercion. 

                                                                                             
                                                               

 Neither country needed to name China for the strategic message to be clear. 

                                                                                     
 Yet, the significance of India-Japan cooperation lies precisely in its ability to move beyond a 

China-centric agenda. 

      ,     -                        इ                            -                           
        

 Maritime security, resilient supply chains, defence industrial capacity, logistics and third-
country cooperation are all becoming components of a wider regional security architecture. 

           ,                     ,     औ           ,           औ                    

                                                         

Building a more resilient partnership 

                              

 The visit also plugs into a broader moment of impetus in India-Japan relations. 

            -                                                 
 Coming soon after the July 2026 Annual Summit, which expanded cooperation across 

economic security, critical technologies and resilient supply chains, the defence ministerial 
engagement demonstrates that security is increasingly intertwined with the wider strategic 
partnership. 

      2026                      ,                  ,                      औ               
                                              ,                                            
                                                                          

 Defence cooperation can provide the connective tissue between these agendas, linking 
India‘s industrial capabilities and Japan‘s technological strengths while reinforcing their 
shared interest in shaping a more resilient Indo-Paci•c. 

          इ                                        ,            औ              औ  
                                                   -                                         

                    
 The real test will now be implementation. 

                                    
 India and Japan are building the strategic foundations, with Mr. Koizumi‘s visit suggesting that 

both are •nally beginning to focus on the harder task, which is converting strategic 
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convergence into usable capability. 

     औ                                    ,           इ                                      
                                                        ,                             
                          

 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 01 September  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

09S9 Congo reinforces state control over mining and geological data to safeguard strategic 
interests 

                                          औ                                               
09S9 Muizzu invites Burnham for discussions over Chagos Islands 

                                 इ                            
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

09S9.  Congo reinforces state control over mining and geological data to 
safeguard strategic interests 
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                                          औ                                    

           

 Democratic Republic of Congo plans to tighten control over geological data that guides 
billions of dollars in mining exploration, potentially extending state influence over the 
development of future mineral discoveries. 

                                                                                ,         
                                       औ  इ                                             
                         

 The country is accelerating geological mapping, airborne surveys and digitisation of historical 
archives to build a comprehensive national geological databank on its critical minerals and 
reduce exploration risk, officials say. 

                   ,                                                                      

           औ                                                  ,                
                                                  

 The plan will tighten Kinshasa‘s grip on the world‘s biggest cobalt producer and second-
largest copper supplier, according to an official and seven industry sources, and could be 
even more significant than the country‘s policies that reshaped the global cobalt market, some 
analysts say. 

           औ                                  ,                                           

औ                                                                औ                             

                                                                                           
 A nationwide geological mapping programme has gained momentum this year after a $180 

million contract with Spain‘s Xcalibur, a global leader in geodata mapping, began in January, 
Raoul Wazenga Vitima, director general of the National Geological Survey of Congo (SGNC), 
told Reuters. 

                                (SGNC)                                                       

         -                                        Xcalibur        180                
                                इ                                                        

 The project is one of several ongoing mapping programmes in the country, funded by the 
government, mining revenues and international partners, with results fed into the national 
geological databank, which is expected to be fully operational by the end of 2026, Vitima said. 

                                                                ,            ,             

      औ                                                        इ                            

                           ,       2026                                              
 Unlike other major mining jurisdictions such as Australia, however, Congo plans to keep 

control of access to the databank in state hands and charge for some information. 

       ,                                          ,                                          
                      औ                                         

 Requests for access to information will be assessed against both investor needs and the 
protection of Congo‘s ―strategic interests‖, Vitima said. 

                                                                        औ           
“            ”         ,                             

 ―The data generated under these programmes constitute a strategic asset of the Congolese 
state,‖ Vitima said. 

             , ―इ                                                                   ‖ 
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Tiered access 

              

 Despite hosting some of the world‘s richest deposits of copper, cobalt, lithium, tantalum and 
gold, Congo remains one of the least-explored major mining jurisdictions. 

     ,       ,       ,       औ                                                   ,            

                                                 
 SGNC estimates systematic exploration covers barely 20% of the country. 

SGNC                                                 20%                   
 The Xcalibur project is surveying more than 7,00,000 square kilometres (270,272 sq. miles) 

using airborne geophysics, digitised data and advanced analytics to identify exploration 
targets and unlock vast unexplored areas of Congo, Vitima said. 

                 Xcalibur                                       औ                         

                         7,00,000                          (270,272        )         

               ,                  औ                                            
 Xcalibur did not respond to a request for comment. 

Xcalibur                                            
 Exploration spending surged after the end of Congo‘s 1998-2003 civil war, rising to a record 

$389.2 million in 2012 from $57 million in 2005, according to S&P data. 

S&P                   ,          1998-2003                                                   
   औ     2005    57                     2012           389.2                     

 Companies invested $130.7 million in exploration in 2024, the highest in Africa, but activity 
remains concentrated in the copper-cobalt belt of Lualaba and Haut-Katanga, leaving large 
parts of the country poorly mapped. 

           2024              130.7                          ,                       ,       

                          औ     -               -                      ,                       
                                     

 Congo‘s databank will operate a tiered access system, with basic geological information 
available free of charge while access to more sensitive datasets will be fee-based, Vitima 
said, arguing that revenues from certain data products would help fund continued exploration 
and mapping in the country. 

                                                                         ,                
                                    ,                                                  

    ;                                                                    औ             
                         

 He did not specify the fee structure and the categories of data to be levied. 

                   औ                                                                

U.S.-China competition 

       -             

 The initiative comes as Congo sits at the centre of intensifying competition between the 
United States and China for critical-mineral supply. 

                                                                                 औ      

                                   
 Both countries have struck separate agreements with Kinshasa aimed at increasing 

cooperation in the sector. 

             इ                                                    -                   
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 Vitima said the database was not aimed at favouring either China or the U.S., adding that 
Congo‘s strategy is to diversify its mining investor base and apply the same access rules to all 
companies regardless of origin. 

                                                                                        औ        
                                                                                         
                                 

 Greater control of geological data could allow Kinshasa to shape where exploration capital 
flows and which future deposits of copper, cobalt, germanium and other critical minerals are 
developed, three mining executives and a geologist said. 

                         औ                                                          
                                                                          औ       ,       , 

                                                                          
 ―Control of geological data is increasingly becoming a strategic policy tool,‖ said Mark Jessell, 

a geology and geophysics expert at the University of Western Australia. 

                                       औ                                  , ―          

                                                           ‖ 
 ―It affects not only what a country mines today, but what it may discover and develop 

tomorrow.‖ 

―                                                         ,                         
    औ                    ‖ 

 Congo‘s cobalt reserves grew by over 76% between 2000 and 2025 to an estimated 6 million 
tonnes, more than half of known world reserves, according to the U.S. Geological Survey, as 
exploration expanded estimates of the country‘s vast Copperbelt deposits. 

                                 ,                       2000    2025        76%         

              6                ,                                      ,                 
                                                       

 ―A transparent system based on objective criteria reduces the informational advantage of 
operators already established in the country, attracts a greater diversity of investors and 
strengthens Congo‘s negotiating position,‖ said Jean Jacques Kayembe Mufwankolo, Congo 
head of the Norway-based Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, which promotes 
accountable management of oil, gas and mineral resources. 

   ,     औ                                                             Extractive Industries 

Transparency Initiative                                                , ―                    
                                                                                  , 
                                          औ                                           ‖ 

 Moise Liboto Makuta, Congo head of extractives policy group Natural Resource Governance 
Institute, said having comprehensive geodata means the government negotiates from a 
position of knowledge, not guesswork. 

Natural Resource Governance Institute                 इ                                  -
                                                                                

Government revenue 

             

 ―Better negotiated deals mean more revenue reaching the public purse, not just the company 
and a few well-placed officials,‖ he added. 

          , ―                                                                            ,   

              औ                            ‖ 
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 Xcalibur‘s mapping survey is a three-year contract and Congo has similar partnerships with 
France‘s state geological survey BRGM, South Africa‘s Council for Geoscience, U.S.-based 
KoBold Metals and Atlas Park, Vitima said. 

                 Xcalibur                                       औ                          
                BRGM,               Council for Geoscience,              KoBold 

Metals औ  Atlas Park                                  
 It also has partnerships with Japan‘s Solafune and Belgium‘s AfricaMuseum. 

इ         , इ             Solafune औ             AfricaMuseum                           

Supply chain control 

                       

 Congo is not alone. 

      इ                         
 Canada and Saudi Arabia are also moving to consolidate geological data, reflecting a broader 

push by governments to treat mineral intelligence as national infrastructure, a mining 
executive and a consultant said. 

               औ                             औ                                 
                                    ,                                                        
                                            

 The sources asked for anonymity to be able to discuss sensitive matters. 

                                                                                 
 Vitima said Saudi Arabia was also using Xcalibur for national geological mapping and that 

Congo was sharing its experience in geological surveying and critical minerals with the 
kingdom as Riyadh seeks to diversify its economy away from hydrocarbons and into mining. 

                                                             Xcalibur                    
औ                                                                                         
  ,               इ                                                                       

 Unlike export controls, geological data influences future supply and whoever controls the best 
information often influences where exploration capital flows next, said Grant Sanden, chief 
executive of Canada-based mining technology firm GeologicAI. 

                               GeologicAI                                               

                        ,                                                   औ            

                               ,                                                         
             

 A 2015 Western Australia study found that every A$1 million ($706,200) invested in 
government geoscience generated A$19.8 million in additional private exploration spending. 

2015                                                        -                            

1                       (706,200     )                                     19.8        

                          

Exports to geodata 

  -                        

 Congo has already shown its ability to influence global minerals markets through government 
intervention. 
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 A cobalt export ban imposed in February 2025 when prices hit a decade low around $10 per 
lb or $22,046 a metric tonne, followed by a quota system, helped swing the market from 
surplus into deficit and lifted cobalt prices to about $26 per pound. 

      2025                                ,               10                   22,046 

                                                     , औ                                    
                                                       औ                          26      
                       

 Analysts and mining executives say control of geological intelligence could eventually prove 
even more significant. 

         औ                                                                इ            

                           
 ―The problem is rarely whether minerals exist,‖ said Greg Agnew, chief executive of Canadian 

mining technology company Ideon Technologies. 

                           Ideon Technologies                                          , 
―                                                      ‖ 

 ―The challenge is how quickly deposits can be understood, financed and developed. Better 
geological information helps compress that timeline.‖ 

―                                         ,          औ                                
                  इ                                       ‖ 

 Some industry participants favour a more open model, citing the impact on transparency and 
mining investments. 

                                                औ  इ                                    
                            

 California-based mining exploration firm KoBold Metals made more than 2,60,000 pages of 
Congo‘s historical geological records publicly available. 

                                  KoBold Metals                                           
2,60,000                                         

 In Zambia, it helped open roughly 1,50,000 records through a government fee-based portal. 

          ,                   -                              1,50,000            
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09S9. Muizzu invites Burnham for discussions over Chagos Islands 

                                 इ                            

 Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu on Tuesday invited British Prime Minister Andrew 
Burnham for talks on the disputed Chagos Islands. 

                           इ                                                           

                                           
 In a letter to the British Prime Minister, President Muizzu ―expressed the Maldives‘ concerns 

regarding the United Kingdom‘s decision to proceed with the handover of the Chagos Islands 
to Mauritius‖, his office said in a statement. 

                                                                            इ       ―      

                                                    इ                                          
       ‖               

 In May 2025, Britain signed an agreement with Mauritius to transfer sovereignty over the 
contested Chagos Islands, saying the move would ensure the future of a U.S.-U.K. military 
base vital to British security. 

   2025                                                                                     
                               औ            इ                                        
       -                                        

 U.S. President Donald Trump criticised the agreement, calling it ―a big mistake‖. 

                              इ                            इ   “           ”           
 In April this year, however, the British government put on hold its deal to cede sovereignty of 

the Chagos Islands and shelved the legislation needed for the move. 

       , इ                                                                                    
औ  इ                                              

 Since the beginning of this year, the Maldives has voiced opposition to the U.K.‘s decision to 
cede sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago to Mauritius, with Mr. Muizzu maintaining that 
the Maldives holds ―the most legitimate claim‖ to the archipelago. 

इ                                                                                           

                 औ       इ                  इ                        “             ”     
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09S9. Notebook makers seek govt. 
aid to avert „existential crisis‟ 

                    „             ‟    
                                 

 The All India Notebook Manufacturers 
Association has appealed to the government 
for support to prevent the domestic notebook 
industry from facing an ―existential crisis.‖ 

   इ                                      
                      ―             ‖    
                                              
            

 In its letter to Commerce and Industry 
Minister Piyush Goyal, the association said the 
crisis had been triggered by two developments: 
India‘s free trade agreement (FTA) with 
Southeast Asian countries and the 
government‘s revision of Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) rates in September 2025. 

                                               
                                         
                 :     -                        

                           (FTA) औ         
2025                                 (GST)    
               

 As a solution, the Association has 
proposed that the Government introduce a 
Minimum Import Price (MIP) for notebooks, 
initiate anti-dumping investigations into 
notebook imports from Indonesia, streamline 
export refund mechanisms, and investigate 
alleged anti-profiteering by domestic paper 
mills. 

               ,                              

                                     (MIP) 

        , इ                                      
             -                   ,                                     औ                        
                                   

 It said these measures are essential to aid in the survival of the domestic industry, which it 
added comprised 1,500 units across the country, and employed 1.25 lakh people. 

इ                                                                     ; इ          , इ  

                  1,500 इ  इ             औ  1.25                              
 ―The most immediate threat to the survival of the domestic notebook manufacturing sector is 

the import of low-cost finished notebooks from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) region,‖ the association said in its letter, reviewed by The Hindu. 

                                                , ―                                           

                       -                         (ASEAN)                                  

           ‖ 
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 ―The current international trade agreements, coupled with domestic tax rationalisation efforts 
has inadvertently constructed a highly asymmetrical trading environment that actively 
penalises domestic production while incentivising imports,‖ it added. 

इ           , ―                               ,                                        , 
                                                          ,                               
                  ,                               ‖ 

 Under the current ASEAN FTA, imports of finished paper products, including exercise books, 
graph books and laboratory notebooks are permitted to enter the Indian market free of Basic 
Customs Duty (BCD) from countries such as Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia. 

       ASEAN FTA       , इ         ,        औ                                      ,     

          औ                                                                   (BCD)    
                                             

 ―While Free Trade Agreements are fundamentally designed to foster reciprocal and equitable 
trade, the specific situation of the global paper industry has allowed Southeast Asian nations, 
particularly Indonesia, to heavily exploit this specific tariff line,‖ the letter said. 

                , ―                                            औ                            
                   ,                                                -                ,       

      इ         ,    इ                 इ                                      ‖ 
 It added that Indonesian paper manufacturers benefit from economies of scale, state-

subsidised forestry programmes, and highly vertically integrated supply chains that extend 
from pulp extraction to the final assembly of finished notebooks. 

इ               इ                                                 ,                        

               औ                                                                ,        

                                                           
 ―This structural disadvantage was further worsened after the 56th GST Council meeting,‖ the 

letter went on to say. 

                 , ―56    GST                                          औ         ‖ 
 ―In a well-intentioned effort to support the education sector and reduce the financial burden on 

students, the Government revised the GST structure for exercise books and notebooks from 
12% to a Nil rate (fully exempt).‖ 

―                       औ                                                               
   ,                          औ             GST           12%                  (       
  -    )         ‖ 

 However, this resulted in an inverted duty structure that added to domestic notebook 
manufacturers‘ costs. 

       , इ                                (inverted duty structure)          ,             
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09S9.  „Seven applications received for 
coal gasification package‟ 

„                                          

   ‟ 

 The coal ministry informed on Tuesday that it 
had received seven applications seeking financial 
packages for setting up of coal gasification projects in 
the country. 

                                                    
                                                  

                                               
 In a statement, the ministry said it had 

received three applications from Adani Enterprises for 
setting up coal-to-urea gasification plants, one from 
Shyam Sel & Power Limited for producing syngas, and 
one from Gallantt Ispat Ltd. for direct reduced iron and 
syngas. 

                                            इ       
                                                     

     ,                                               

                औ         इ                     

           (Direct Reduced Iron)               
                                    

 Earlier, the ministry had informed that NTPC 
Ltd. and Talcher Fertilisers (TFL) too had put forth 
applications. 

इ        ,                            NTPC Ltd. औ  
             इ    (TFL)                           

 While the State-owned power distributor is 
seeking to produce synthetic natural gas, TFL has 
applied for a urea gasification plant. 

                                                       

                           ,      TFL                   

                            
 The applications would now be evaluated in 

accordance with the guidelines of the scheme. 

                                                    
            

 Further, with the conclusion of the first round, the second round of the rolling window for 
applications commenced on September 8. 

इ         ,                                                                          8        
               

 Union Minister for Coal and Mines G. Kishan Reddy termed the now-concluded window a 
success. 

                           .                                                  
 ―The second window [of the rolling application system] commences today. 

―[                     ]                                  
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 A good number of companies applied in the first phase, and we expect that more companies 
would turn up in the second phase,‖ he told media persons. 

                                                औ                               औ       

                    ,‖                             
 The coal ministry had stated earlier in the day that several prospective applicants were 

presently at ―advanced stages of project preparation‖ to submit proposals in subsequent 
windows. 

                                                                                         
              “                               ”        

 

 

09S9. Govt. pauses bank staff PLI scheme ahead of strike 

                                        PLI                   

 The Ministry of Finance said it has decided to keep in abeyance the 
performance-linked incentive (PLI) scheme it had initially planned for 2025-26 for 

public sector bank employees, following a meeting between Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman and a delegation of bank employees led by the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh, 
the labour wing of the RSS. 

                                                               2025-26           
             -               (PLI)                                              
                                 औ                  ,    RSS                ,    
                                                                           

 The decision comes days before the September 11 nationwide one-day bank 
strike the United Forum of Bank Unions (UFBU) had announced, demanding a review 
of the PLI scheme, the institution of a five-day work-week for bank employees, apart 
from other issues. 

         11                                                             ,       
          इ                        (UFBU)           इ    PLI               ,     

                     -           -                                                
 ―The delegation raised various issues relating to the banking sector including 

review of ex-gratia, medical facility for retired employees, revisiting the present 
structure of PLI Scheme applicable for the employees of PSBs, and other concerns 
related to employees,‖ the Finance Ministry said. 

                 , ―                                                      ,             

     (ex-gratia)         ,                                          ,                 
     (PSBs)                             PLI                             ,               
                                 ‖ 
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09S9. „FCNR(B) deposits cheaper for banks‟ 

„FCNR(B)                     ‟ 

 Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Bank) or FCNR(B) deposits have 
emerged as a significantly cheaper source of funding for Indian banks under the 
current design of the scheme, a research note by Bank of America (BofA) 
Securities Research shows. 

               (BofA)                           -                           
                                       -        (   )    FCNR(B)                 
                                                           

 ―Typically, banks would raise 3-5 year deposits at present at around 
6.5%-7.5%. 

―        ,               3-5                 6.5%-7.5%                     
 By most term sheets we have seen, larger banks have offered interest 

rates mostly between 5.25%-6% on foreign currency deposits and with the FX 
risk borne by the RBI, for banks, technically the FCNR(B) has become a much 
cheaper source of funding than conventional rupee deposits will be especially 
when compared with CD rates,‖ BofA Securities said. 

                                    ,                                            
       5.25%-6%                                औ              (FX)       RBI 

                          ,                          FCNR(B)               
                                                         ,                

इ          CD                  ,‖ BofA Securities         
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09S9.  Have complete trust in ISRO: French space agency 

                           , ISRO                  

 The French space agency Centre National d‟Etudes Spatiales (CNES) has said that it is not 

perturbed with the back-to-back failures of the Indian Space Research Organisation‘s 
(ISRO)‘s workhorse rocket, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), and has complete 

trust in its Indian partner. 

                     Centre National d‟Etudes Spatiales (CNES)                        

                      (ISRO)                                            (PSLV)    
                                      औ                                            

 The PSLV is scheduled to launch the Indo-French TRISHNA (Thermal Infra Red Imaging 
Satellite for High-resolution Natural Resource Assessment) mission next year. 

PSLV                 -               TRISHNA (Thermal Infra Red Imaging Satellite for 

High-resolution Natural Resource Assessment)                        
 It is a collaborative endeavour between the ISRO and the CNES. 

   ISRO औ  CNES                    
 On January 12, 2026, the PSLV-C62 mission carrying the EOS-N1 earth observation satellite 

failed to finish its intended trajectory after an anomaly was detected during the end of the third 
stage of the launch vehicle. 
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12       2026    EOS-N1                                   PSLV-C62                   
                                                                                           

 On May 18, 2025, the PSLV-C61 mission had also failed due to an anomaly in the third stage 
of the rocket. 

18    2025    PSLV-C61                                                                 
    

 TRISHNA is engineered to deliver high spatial and high temporal resolution monitoring of 
earth‘s surface temperature, emissivity, and biophysical and radiation variables for surface 
energy budgeting at regional to global scale. 

TRISHNA                                                                           
      ,                                                               औ            

                                                              

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
09S9. From moon‟s far side, a satellite to look for the first radio signal 

                     ,                                        
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 Cosmologists are literally over the moon at the prospect of listening to the universe telling its 
story like never before. 

              इ                                                                               
                          

 At the heart of this excitement is a small satellite named CosmoCube, which scientists from 
the Royal Astronomical Society (RAS) plan to send to the far side of the moon, which 

permanently faces away from the earth. 

इ                  CosmoCube                     ,                          इ   (RAS) 

                                                             ,                                     
            

 Expected to be launched before the end of this decade, CosmoCube will orbit the 
moon and use it as a natural shield from radio interference generated on the earth. 

इ                                                   CosmoCube                       औ  
                                                                                          
             

Two-year mission 

             

 The compact satellite will have around 40 minutes on the lunar far side during its orbit every 
two hours, when it will be cut off from all radio noise from the earth. 

                                                     40                                 , 
                                                              

 This is when it can capture ultra-faint cosmic signals, particularly one emitted by neutral 
hydrogen atoms —the most abundant element in space. 

इ                                                       ,                      इ     

                               —                                                      
 ―While passing behind the moon, the satellite would listen for an extremely faint radio 

‗whisper‘ produced by hydrogen in the very young universe, before the first stars and galaxies 
had fully formed,‖ Eloy de Lera Acedo, head of the Radio Astronomy and Cosmology 
research group at the University of Cambridge, who is leading the project, said via email. 

―                           ,                             इ                                    
‗         ‘          ,                    औ                                            ,‖ 
                                                                  औ                        

                                                         
 A study on the CosmoCube project was published in Nature Astronomy on August 14. 

CosmoCube                      14         Nature Astronomy                
 The RAS researchers expect the satellite to gather more than a thousand hours of data 

during its two-year mission. 

RAS                                                                                     
                

 ―During its scientific observations, CosmoCube would ideally remain radio-silent while behind 
the moon, so that its own communications did not contaminate the measurement. 

―                             , CosmoCube                                            -
                 ,                                                 

 The recorded data could then be transmitted to the earth during a different part of its orbit,‖ 
Dr. de Lera Acedo said. 
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इ                                                                                     ,‖   . 
                      

 ―The satellite carries a very sensitive and accurately calibrated radio receiver, or radiometer, 

operating at low frequencies (10-100 MHz) which would separate the incoming radio waves 
into many frequency channels so that scientists [can] search for the characteristic fingerprint 
of early hydrogen.‖ 

―                           औ                                           ,                , 
      ,                 (10-100 MHz)                 औ                                      

                      ,                        इ                                       ‖ 

Dark ages 

           

 Current models of the universe suggest that once upon a spacetime, right after being 
engendered by the Big Bang, the universe must have been a very dark place filled with 

neutral hydrogen. 

                                                 ,                                 ,           

                            ,             इ                    
 This inky black period is called the Cosmic Dark Ages. 

इ                                            (Cosmic Dark Ages)              
 It stretched from about 3,80,000 years to around 200 million years after the Big Bang. 

                        3,80,000                 200                    
 The first stars and galaxies were yet to ignite their nuclear furnaces and switch on the lights in 

the universe, ushering in what is known as the Cosmic Dawn. 

         औ                                                       औ                 

              ,                     (Cosmic Dawn)                                      

     
 Today, we can detect blurred pictures of that infant universe in the cosmic microwave 

background (CMB), the primaeval radiation emitted shortly after the Big Bang. 

                                                              इ               (CMB)        

       ,                                                      
 But no one quite understands what happened during the subsequent Dark Ages as there is 

nothing for even the state-of-the-art instruments of today to ‗see‘ of that mysterious era. 

      इ                                      , इ                          ,             
                                            ‗     ‘                           

 In that sense, the story of the universe would have been left untold at that point but for a 
Dutch astronomer, Hendrik van de Hulst. 

इ        ,                                              ,                                 
            

 In 1944, Van de Hulst predicted a rare quantum mechanical phenomenon called a spin-flip 
transition that could have prompted the neutral hydrogen filling the cosmos to emit a feeble 

light. 

1944                        -                                                           , 
                          इ                                                          

 He reckoned that this light could be detected at a specific wavelength of 21 cm. 

                       इ              21                                                   
 Unlike visible light, this ancient radiation, whose corresponding frequency is 1,420 MHz, 

penetrates interstellar dust clouds to bring us snapshots from the very beginning of space and 
time. 
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                  ,                ,                  1,420 MHz   ,                   
                          औ                                         

 (Of course, as the universe expands, this radiation is stretched to wavelengths of many 
metres by the time it reaches us.) 

(            ,     -                             ,                                           
                          ) 

First lights 

         

 In 1951, the U.S. physicists Harold Ewen and Edward Purcell at Harvard University 
observed the 21-cm radiation for the first time, heralding the age of spectral-line astronomy 

1951                                                   इ    औ                         21-

                              ,             -  इ                                   
 It meant cosmologists could pick up the story of the universe again because they had a 

means to study the Dark Ages, one of the few periods in cosmic history that has never been 
directly observed. 

इ                                                                           ,            
                                          ,             इ                                

                                                 
 Around 150 million to one billion years after the Big Bang, light from the first stars and 

galaxies split the ubiquitous neutral hydrogen in the cosmos into free electrons and protons. 

                150                         ,          औ                               

                     इ             इ        औ                             
 This „Era of Reionisation‟ lifted the dark cosmic fog from the universe and made it 

transparent, traces of which we now see as the cosmic microwave background. 

इ  „                  ‟ (Era of Reionisation)                                                 
औ  इ                  ,                              इ                                  

 CosmoCube will also help investigate the Hubble tension: the difference in results when we 

measure the expansion of the universe by studying nearby celestial systems and the CMB of 
the early universe. 

CosmoCube          (Hubble tension)                           :                

        औ                    CMB                                                 ,         

                          ,                           
 ―CosmoCube would not simply make another direct measurement of today‘s Hubble 

constant,‖ Dr. de Lera Acedo said. 

―CosmoCube                              औ                      ,‖   .                  
     

 ―Instead, it would examine a largely unexplored period between the CMB and the formation of 
the first stars.‖ 

―इ        ,    CMB औ                                                                    
            ‖ 

 This will help cosmologists test some of the new-physics explanations proposed for the 
Hubble tension, including dark matter (which does not emit or reflect light but accounts for 

more than 80% of the universe‘s mass). 

इ                                                                                      
                           ,                             (                                  
    ,                           80%                       )  
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„Extraordinary promise 

„                  

 As Dr. de Lera Acedo put it, ―If a model changes the early expansion history, introduces an 
additional radio background, or allows new interactions between dark matter and ordinary 
matter, it may leave a measurable signature in the 21-centimetre signal. 

          .                     , ―                               इ                 ,         

                             ,              औ                                                   
  ,       21-                                                   

 CosmoCube could provide an independent test of such ideas.‖ 

CosmoCube                                                ‖ 
 The 21-cm signal from neutral hydrogen is like the proverbial needle in a haystack as it is 

buried beneath foreground radio emissions probably tens of thousands of times stronger. 

         इ             21-                                                             ,          

                                           ,           इ                                      
 To isolate it and reveal how the very first stars and galaxies formed is a formidable challenge 

even for advanced platforms such as CosmoCube and India‘s PRATUSH — a proposed radio 

telescope and radiometer in lunar orbit (its name is short for ‗Probing ReionisATion of the 
Universe using Signal from Hydrogen‘). 

इ                                           औ                               , 

CosmoCube औ          PRATUSH                                                     —
PRATUSH                                     औ                (इ        „Probing 

ReionisATion of the Universe using Signal from Hydrogen‟                )  
 As Dr. de Lera Acedo said, ―That combination, extraordinary scientific promise coupled 

with extraordinary experimental difficulty, is precisely why the radio-quiet environment 

behind the moon is so valuable.‖ 

          .                     , ―                          औ                            
                                                      -             इ               ‖ 
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09S9.  5 young orangutans rescued from Odisha‟s 

Balasore district 

                                                          

 The Odisha Forest Department on Tuesday rescued five 
young orangutans after they were found abandoned in a casuarina 
plantation in the Udayapur-Talsari forest area of Balasore 
district. 

                                                    -        
                                                                 
                    

 The orangutans, which are not native to India, were found 

during routine patrolling, said Regional Chief Conservator of Forests 
Prakash Chand Gogineni. 

                                                          

                                                                 
 ―We have rescued all of them. 

 ―                            
 Of the five, three are male, and two are female,‖ Mr. 

Gogineni said. 

                   , ―इ                           औ             ‖ 
 The orangutans, aged between six months and one year, have been shifted to 

Nandankanan Zoological Park for medical examination. 

                                इ                                                    
                                 

 Orangutans are naturally found in the forests of Indonesia and Malaysia. 

                        इ          औ                                 
 ―It appears to be a botched-up transit operation,‖ he said. 

           , ―                                                ‖ 

 

09S9. Slumping: a soft-coral threat 

    -            :               

 Ko Myeong-hyo loved the vibrant colour and 
thriving life of South Korea‘s soft corals when she first began 

diving o• the coast of Jeju island six years ago, looking to 
harvest seafood for sale. 

       -                                              औ  
                             ,                             
                                                                
                                       

 ―Watching the coral garden collapse and turn white, it 
was so disorienting,‖ Ko says now, after two years of rising 
temperatures and harsher weather brought by climate change 
have led to many corals slumping over and dying. 

―                   औ                  इ                
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       ,‖              ,                                          औ                       
                          औ                               

 ―I was afraid the whole sea might be collapsing.‖ 

―                                       ‖ 
 The ‗slumping‘ phenomenon is showing up again this year, says the Paran Ocean Citizen 

Science Centre, a group of divers who monitor the island‘s UNESCO-listed soft corals, 

mostly around uninhabited islets south of Jeju. 

„       ‟         इ                         ,                        इ                  ,    
                       औ                 -                                    ,             
                                           

 Unlike hard corals supported by rigid calcium carbonate skeletons, soft corals rely on internal 
fluid pressure to keep upright. 

                                                        ,                                

                                 
 Environmental changes can disrupt that pressure, leading them to slump or collapse. 

                  इ                          ,                             
 ―If another large-scale ‗slumping‘ happens, corals partially recover and then a lot break o• and 

deteriorate again, and that keeps repeating, their capacity to recover just keeps declining,‖ 
said researcher Kim Taihun. 

                        , ―       औ                „       ‟        ,                         

        औ                  -                        औ                          , औ           
                      ;                                                 ‖ 

 Kim and Anna Beate Jöst, a colleague at the Korea Institute of Ocean Science and 
Technology, documented Jeju‘s 2024 soft coral slumping event for the first time in a May 
article in the journal 

    औ                 ,           इ                  इ                                 , 
                      -                       2024                              
                  

 Kim said this year‘s event resembled that of 2024, but could worsen should high water 
temperatures persist through September, and the historic El Nino may trigger typhoons and 

heavy rains. 

              इ              2024                   ,                                 

                            औ              ,                             औ               
                  

 Coral researchers say such weather conditions, plus water flowing down from China‘s 
Yangtze River affecting the area‘s salinity, can trigger slumping 

                                                        ,                                      
                 ,                                  ,                              
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09S
9. 

Postmemory: delineating the impact of trauma on the generation-after 

          : „      -    ‟                                  

 The costs of war are multidimensional. 

                               
 Be it the loss of life, the direct and indirect economic implications or the displacement of 

families, the list is endless. 

              ,      औ                                           , इ                    
 However, when we usually talk about the effects of war, we primarily do so from the 

perspective of the generation living through it, or from a historical perspective. 

       ,                                            ,                                          
                         ,                                     

 What does war, genocide, generational trauma, etc., do to the ‗generation-after‘, especially to 
their lived history, experiences and memory? 

    ,        ,                    ‗      -    ‘   ,                        इ     , 

       औ          ,                 ? 

Defining the „generation-after‟ 

„      -    ‟                  

 Before, we look into effects of generational trauma on the ‗generation-after‘ or the ‗second 
generation‘, it is imperative to understand who they are. 

इ               „      -    ‟    „          ‟                                ,          
                       

 In this context, the generation-after refers to people who are born immediately after their 
previous generation has gone through a significant trauma that affected a large section of the 
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population, such as the Holocaust, to cite an example. 

इ          ,       -                                                                     

                                  ,                                                ,         

          
 This group of people has not directly experienced the event, but they are the generation that 

immediately follows the ones who were affected by it. 

        इ                                            ,                                        
                               

Postmemory and the inheritance of trauma 

           औ                 

 In her essay titled The Long Afterlife of Loss, Eva Hoffman says, ―Loss leaves a long trail in 
its wake. Sometimes, if the loss is large enough, the trail seeps and winds like invisible 
psychic ink through individual lives, decades, and generations.‖ 

           The Long Afterlife of Loss                      , ―                               

            -   ,                       ,                                               
    ,      औ                  औ                ‖ 

 She adds that the generation-after has been placed in a melancholic position due to their 
historical situation and it is their fate ―to live with a multitude of lost ‗‗objects‘‘ that they never 
had a chance to know.‖ 

                        -                                                             
           औ                     ―             ‗      ‘                   ,                     
                      ‖ 

 One of the main things that this generation inherits, is a memory of loss, not based on first-
hand experience, but one that still feels real. 

इ                                                                  ,                    
                ,                               

 Marianne Hirsch, an American philosopher, coined the concept of postmemory to explain the 
experiences of the generation-after, which they ―remember‖ only from second-hand 
experiences, but which still seem to constitute their own memories as they have been 
transmitted to them ―so deeply and effectively‖. 

                                     -                                              
           ,                                 ―   ‖        ,                           
                             ,               ―इ          औ              ‖                     

 Postmemory should not be understood as memory. 

                                                   
 It is rather the relationship that is shared by the generation-after with the powerful and often 

traumatic experiences that occurred prior to their birth. 

              -                    औ                                      ,         
                         

 These memories get transmitted and are reinforced through photographs, oral narratives, 
videos, etc. 

                   ,            ,                                          औ                
 The generation-after gets affected to the point where these memories often feel more real to 

them than their own lived experience. 

      -     इ                                                                            
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Transactions between the past and the present 

     औ                           

 In an interview published by the Columbia University Press, Ms. Hirsch says that she 
wondered why her memories of her parents‘ recollections or scenes of ―the war‖ seemed 
more vibrant to her than moments from her own childhood. 

                                                                                               

         -                   ―    ‖                                                             
                         

 She adds that this ‗shared memory‘ had the qualities and textures of memories, even though 
they were not her memories. 

                  इ  „          ‟                   औ         ,                              
          

 Memories, Ms. Hirsch says are, ―mediated by public images and stories that are transmitted 
to us from overpowering historical events.‖ 

                              ―                                                              
औ                       ‖          

 Ms. Hirsch posits that postmemory‘s connection with the past is not merely a recalling, but is 
a mediation ―by imaginative investment, projection, and creation‖. 

                                                                           ,         

―              ,       औ      ‖                                   
 She says that when one grows up in an environment characterised by such overwhelming 

inherited memories, it results in the displacement of one‘s own stories and experiences by the 
dominant narratives of the previous generation that preceded their own birth. 

                                                                                     ,    
इ                        औ                                                           
       ,                                                       

 One of the reasons behind this may be attributed to the fact that official estimates of the 
human cost of war may be very different from the actual costs endured. 

इ                                                                                       
                                

 In such a context, memory serves not merely as a method of remembrance but as a political 
tool to ensure that untold stories of the victims of war do not go unsaid. 

            ,                                          ,                                      
       ,                                                        

 For instance, an official investigation report ordered by the then UN Secreyary-General Ban 
Ki-moon, puts that up to 40,000 civilians were killed in the last month of the Sri Lankan 
government‘s attack on the Tamil Eelam, which culminated in the Mullivaikkal massacre on 
May 18, 2009. 

             ,                                   -                                  

                ,                                                     40,000                
  ,    18   , 2009                                     

 Colombo has continued to deny these statistics. 

       इ                  इ                  
 The May 2009 final offensive by the Sri Lankan army confined hundreds of thousands of Sri 

Lankan Tamils to a coastal strip, where they were subject to various human rights violations. 

   2009                                                                                   
                ,                                                        
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 Reports show that the army repeatedly announced ‗safe zones‘ where civilians were asked to 
gather, then denied them adequate access to humanitarian aid, controlled exits through 
inhumane methods, and continuing to bombard these regions. 

                                    -    „           ‟            ,                             
           ,                                                     ,                        

                औ  इ                            
 The Sri Lankan government continues to reject these findings and is yet to put in place a 

credible justice system for the victims. 

              इ                                     औ                                   

                                   

A strong political tool 

                       

 The lack of acknowledgement by the state means that their memories form the strongest 
political tool that recognises the torture they were subjected to. 

                                                                                             

                         ,                               
 These stories are imparted to the generation-after, not merely to remember, but to ensure that 

the lack of acknowledgment by the state does not erase the lived experience of their 
ancestors. 

                  -                                 ,                                         
                                                                       

 In this regard, the Tamil diaspora continues to celebrate May 18 every year as Mullivaikkal 
Remembrance Day. 

इ          ,                          18                                               
 The recollections and stories of the generation-after of genocidal events, be it the Holocaust 

or the Tamil genocide in Sri Lanka, are filled with stories from their ancestors. 

                                -                 औ          ,                               
               ,                                       

 In Ms. Hirsch‘s interview, she says that the generation-after plays a significant role in ensuring 
that the stories witnessed by their ancestors do not get erased for a ―future that will know the 
past deeply but that will not be paralysed by its darknesses.‖ 

                        ,                     -                                         
                                                   ―                       ,                  

         ,                                     ‖ 
 These stories of the ‗generation-after‘ share immense similarities with Israel‘s ongoing attack 

in Palestine. 

‗      -    ‘                            इ   इ                                           
 As citizens of the world, we should not fail to look at the toll that these traumatic events take 

on the memory of the generations that follow. 

                        ,     इ                                                              
                                       

 These effects, which fail to catch the eye at the first instance, have lasting influences on the 
lives and lived experiences of a large number of people who are yet to be born. 

       ,                               ,                              औ                  
                   ,                          
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09S9.  Navy chief to visit Australia and New 

Zealand from today 

                           औ                         

 Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) Admiral Krishna Swaminathan 
will undertake an official visit to Australia and New Zealand 

beginning Wednesday aimed at further strengthening India‘s 
bilateral naval cooperation with the Royal Australian Navy (RAN) 
and the Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN). 

            (CNS)                                          औ  
                               ,                             

       (RAN) औ                       (RNZN)                
                         औ                 

 According to the Indian Navy, during his visit to Australia, 
Admiral Swaminathan will hold discussions with Vice Admiral 
Matthew Buckley, Chief of Navy of the Royal Australian Navy, and 
engage with Australia‘s defence leadership, including Admiral 
Mark Hammond, Chief of the Defence Force, and Vice Admiral 
Justin Jones, Commander Joint Operations. 

                       ,                                  

                                                 इ         

                             औ                                      

     ,                                                           
            इ                              

 The Navy chief‘s visit comes amid growing momentum in 
India-Australia relations following the Third India-Australia 
Annual Summit held in July 2026 and the Second India-Australia 

Defence Ministers‘ Dialogue in June. 

                             2026                     -         
                   औ                          -             



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
9 

                           -                                              

Expanding ties 

                    

 The two countries have steadily expanded defence and security cooperation, particularly in 
maritime security and regional engagement. 

                                     औ                                                         
                

 The CNS‘s discussions are expected to review ongoing naval cooperation and explore ways 
to enhance operational interaction, interoperability, information sharing, training and 
professional exchanges between the Indian Navy and the Royal Australian Navy. 

CNS                                                                 औ                 

                           ,     -          ,              ,       औ             -     

                                            
 In New Zealand, the Naval Chief will meet Rear Admiral Garin Golding, Chief of Navy of the 

Royal New Zealand Navy, and engage with senior New Zealand defence leadership. 

                                                                                         
              औ                                                   

 The visit follows renewed momentum in India-New Zealand ties after Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi visited New Zealand in July 2026, during which the two countries elevated their 
relationship to a Strategic Partnership and agreed to deepen cooperation in several areas, 

including defence and maritime security. 

              2026                                                   -                         

                    ,                                                          (Strategic 

Partnership)                 औ                                                            
               

 The Navy chief‘s visit to the two countries underscores India‘s growing maritime 
engagement with Australia and New Zealand. 

                                          औ                                                 
                  

 

09S9. Meta debuts Muse, its personal AI assistant 
that can access apps 

        Muse                   AI               , 
                            

 Meta rolled out on Tuesday a long-touted AI assistant 
that can autonomously send emails, sell a car and book travel on 
a person‘s behalf, despite internal concerns that the technology 
mismanages its access to sensitive personal data. 

                                          AI                  , 
                                                   ,         

        औ                     ,                    इ         
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 The company‘s Muse agent is the centrepiece of CEO Mark Zuckerberg‘s plan to offer 
―personal superintelligence‖ to the billions of people who use Meta‘s services daily. 

         Muse      CEO                                        ,                             
                                    “            इ        ”                              

 The product will be available only in the U.S. initially, via a dedicated Muse app or Meta‘s 
WhatsApp messaging service. 

                                            , औ  इ                  Muse               
WhatsApp                                       

 Muse is designed to access a person‘s apps across categories like email, calendar, 
payments, health, shopping and the smart home, Meta said. 

               Muse        ,       ,       ,       ,         औ                               
                                               इ               

 People choose which apps it connects to and can revoke access at any time. 

                      Muse                , औ                                            
 As recently as this week, Meta employees testing the tool have reported cases of Muse 

arranging vacation logistics, disconnecting without explanation and uploading sensitive 
information without permission, according to internal posts seen by Reuters. 

                                           , इ            इ                           
                                     ,       Muse                                   ,           
                            औ                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 


