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Gram sabhas must have a veto on issues
relating to tribal land

ribal organisations should recognise the
Indian state’s attempt to lower the legal
barriers erected by the Forest Rights Act
(FRA) as a threat to their survival. The Committee
on Public Undertakings’ suggestion that a project
require the consent of only most, rather than all,
gram sabhas affected by that project, as the FRA
intends in spirit, portends a significant jurispru-
dential change. A regime that deems the acquies-
cence of 70%-75% of affected gram sabhas to suf-
fice will reduce gram sabhas from democratic
bodies protecting the constitutional rights of its
specific inhabitants to corporate stakeholders. If
the rule enters force, a project developer may by-
pass the consent of a village located directly with-
in a proposed reservoir, say, while ensuring that
less affected villages have provided their no-ob-
jection certificates. The matter is of a piece with
the political fight over classifying tribal commun-
ities: by altering the demographic composition of
who qualifies as a community member, the state
will have an easier time splitting a village assemb-
ly and engineering consent. The refusal of the
Tribal Affairs Ministry to claim jurisdiction over
this issue creates a dangerous regulatory vacuum
that leaves the Centre and State governments un-
checked to rewrite the rules by which forested
land is diverted for non-forest use. While the FRA
does not include a clause requiring a no-objec-
tion certificate from every affected gram sabha, it
is untrue that there is at present no legal require-
ment that gram sabha decisions can be bypassed.
The government has been rapidly scaling up
energy infrastructure, including the long-stalled
Teesta-IV project, to meet macroeconomic goals
while, in a previous avatar, having passed the
FRA to undo “historical injustices” meted out to
forest-dependent communities. But the path the
state seems willing to pursue, hewing to the no-
tion that the consent requirement was never part
of the FRA, is plainly ignoble. If the Environment
Ministry entertains the idea, it must change the
relevant rules or legislation openly and demo-
cratically. The Tribal Affairs Ministry resorting to
a technicality, between the FRA and the Environ-
ment Ministry’s rules, to recuse itself is hardly
better as the bureaucratic manoeuvre could strip
forest-dependent communities of their most po-
tent legal instrument. The foundation of these
communities’ livelihoods, culture, identity, and
political autonomy is land, so they have fought to
resist displacement and dispossession and to se-
cure customary collective ownership. In recogni-
tion of the social and environment services ST
communities continue to render in India and
their contribution to national development, in-
cluding helping meet India’s climate commit-
ments, the Centre and States must also streng-
then the powers conferred by the Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement and
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Acts
to gram sabhas in Scheduled Areas.

09S9. Perilous retreat
GdlelTh NS gear

e Tribal organisations should recognise the Indian state’s
attempt to lower the legal barriers erected by the Forest Rights Act
(FRA) as a threat to their survival.

SIS HITSa1 ol deT HTAHR HfATATH (FRA) garT T Frefst
TATTHT T FAAR FIA $ HRAT AT F I ! 37940 37 &dca & [ weh
AR & §F H YTl AMgT|

e The Committee on Public Undertakings’ suggestion that a
project require the consent of only most, rather than all, gram sabhas
affected by that project, as the FRA intends in spirit, portends a
significant jurisprudential change.

dlteh 3ushel HTAT 1 g Ferd ok fonely AR & fow 368 geiaa @it
T 13T & T Shaol 31TAHIRT I T3 HT TEATT 39T &1, ST
o FRA &1 $17a=TT 8, Teh HgcaqUT wAraE IRaciet 1 Hehel ol 8

e A regime that deems the acquiescence of 70%-75% of asected
gram sabhas to suffice will reduce gram sabhas from democratic
bodies protecting the constitutional rights of its specific inhabitants to
corporate stakeholders.

Y caET, T 70%-75% S AT WIS Y eATar T gATed
HAIAT ST, T FHTAT T 3191 fafRise Aarfaat & gaunfae 3ifeRT $r
8T e aTel cllehdiTaeh [elehTal U BT HRURE RTURST 7 deol odlT|
e If the rule enters force, a project developer may by pass the
consent of a village located directly with in a proposed reservoir, say,

while ensuring that less aected villages have provided their no-ob
jection certiecates.

I g forgar S &1 ST &, A el IR ISTaT a1 frehrerehei, 3eTeoT &
forT, gearfaa SemerT & #iiay TS Reura fondlr 1lq hr FgAfd &l eIk
Y Hhell &, STelieh TG Giol e Y Hehcll & Toh e FeaTfaet aviat = 37det

HATIRY TATOT-IF JeTeT X T & |

e The matter is of a piece with the political *ght over classifying
tribal commun ities: by altering the demographic composition of who
qualises as a community member, the state will have an easier time
splitting a village assemb ly and engineering consent.

Ig HATHAT ST FHETAT o FIHTHIOT HY AFT Tl T Toted v Fod &

§3r§3ﬂ%’: AT & HeT & T4 H Qg Il 1 SR EIhd Gl & Feeld Hleh, Asd
& oI armer Torm Y fasnfoia e 3R WeRfa SR S3amT 3manT &) Siee|

o The refusal of the Tribal A«airs Ministry to claim jurisdiction over this issue creates a
dangerous regulatory vacuum that leaves the Centre and State governments un checked to
rewrite the rules by which forested land is diverted for non-forest use.

AT FE HATAT SIRT S FHed TR ITUHR-417 T a7 el H FoTehR Teh Tl (A qTHH
AT 3ol AT &, ST g 3R T TERT bt 31 forradt ot FoaT Forel Trep-2ier & o & foreet
& Feufa 7 15 3§, foet dad et 1fa &1 IX-anfardhr 3o & fow afafda frar Srar g

¢ While the FRA does not include a clause requiring a no-objec tion certiecate from every
acected gram sabha, it is untrue that there is at present no legal require ment that gram
sabha decisions can be bypassed.

IITT FRA H Yels THITad ITH GHT & ATIR TATOT-UF TTod el bl TR dTell Hig
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TN 8T &, Afehel TG AT ITeld & 1o TAHATT & ITH TAT & 0T oY eTfepeT R it WS
Tl JTTTRIAHAT SI19] e glci|
The government has been rapidly scaling up energy infrastructure, including the long-

stalled Teesta-IV project, to meet macroeconomic goals while, in a previous avatar, having
passed the FRA to undo “historical injustices” meted out to forest-dependent communities.

Wmmmmﬁmw@amﬁa@m@wgmmwmm
$t enffrer B, ATfer cardes 3nfies wreal ot o fonam St &, STafh 3rde I F¥awa # 38+ a1-A9R
e & Ay fhT T “UAgTAS ATl FHATST el o foIw FRA IR foha |

But the path the state seems willing to pursue, hewing to the no tion that the consent
requirement was never part of the FRA, is plainly ignoble.

Akl T Torg AR 0T 37T TG0 Y FTTeh Teliel Biell &, 37T 8 TR TR HIIH gl foh
AT Y 3TaegFdr F3i off FRA &1 ffFar Agt &Y, Tose F9 & 3=fas &

If the Environment Ministry entertains the idea, it must change the relevant rules or legislation
openly and demo cratically.

I TATEROT FHATrT 9 TR W FIaR AT &, A 38 T ot a1 hiefed 7 gar 3R
Aty TF & Jeord T AT

The Tribal Affairs Ministry resorting to a technicality, between the FRA and the Environ ment
Ministry’s rules, to recuse itself is hardly better as the bureaucratic manoeuvre could strip
forest-dependent communities of their most po tent legal instrument.

SIS FTF HATET GIRT FRA 3R 90T HAT61 & fAIAT & el Tah dehotiehl TR T
HERT oo TIT T 5T ATHT T 376191 T oloTT 3 TS & 8T &, FAITh Ig AlHITEY =Ter I
e Fageral T 3o A waTaATeh FIeH WereT & AR X Tl B

The foundation of these communities’ livelihoods, culture, identity, and political
autonomy is land, so they have fought to resist displacement and dispossession and to se
cure customary collective ownership.

o THCTAT T TSI, FEp o, ggater IR Tt Faraedr 1 #Aia A §, SAfav Segie
faeuTTe 3R Se@el 1 farier $ivet T IRuRe FeTis Farfdcd @1 GRi&Td @a & fow ey
Fargl

In recogni tion of the social and environment services ST communities continue to render in
India and their contribution to national development, in cluding helping meet India’s climate
commitments, the Centre and States must also streng then the powers conferred by the Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement and Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Acts to gram sabhas in Scheduled Areas

HRA A HAGFAT SAeTonfer (ST) WA SaRT AR TeTel I ST T reAToren iR waiaxohg
L1371 TUT IS Tqehre # 3e7eh FNTETe hT AT H, a9 T Ferary wforaeeransit v
ORI el 3 SeTehl T 8ff QMfAer 8, dher R T2t b $1f rfrargor, gera SR gereyioer
FffTs qur gurE @y aE aF REaR) sftfaes gar sy aEt A e aesi w
SeT= 1 1S ATt i 8t Fog el =g T
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Women should take back the night

he Leader of the
Opposition,
Rahul Gandhi,
recently caught
patriarchy by the horns at
Pune’s ‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’
women-only conclave.

He confronted the
vulnerability of women in
public spaces by explicitly
framing women'’s autonomy
as ownership not only of
their bodies but of their
lives. Instead of considering
women merely as a
constituency to be
protected, Rahul Gandhi
questioned the very “cage”
in which women are
confined on the pretext of
safety. This intervention
echoes a seminal argument
on women’s mobility by
Rebecca Solnit in her book
Wanderlust: A History of
Walking, where she explores
how the freedom to walk
alone at night and to
discover the world on one’s
own terms has historically
been a male prerogative — a
right denied to women.

Feminist theorist
Catharine MacKinnon
argued that male
dominance exercises its
force as consent and its
control as the definition of
legitimacy. Patriarchal
control operates through
practices presented as
protection and cultural
legitimacy. When Indian
women contest these
restrictions, cultural
narratives and religious
scriptures are weaponised
to preserve the status quo.
This systemic oppression is
then presented as “Indian
culture.” However, in
Culture and Society,
Raymond Williams reminds
us that culture is never a
singular, homogenised,
fixed, or unalterable
monolith. Rather, it is a
dynamic reaction to the
changing “conditions of our
common life.” Williams

Ragini Nayak

National
Spokesperson, INC
and former President,
DUsuU

Historically, the
night has
belonged to
men. Girls, from
a very tender
age, are made to
fear the night;
of venturing out
alone in
darkness

argues that while the idea of
culture describes our
common inquiry, “our
conclusions are as diverse as
our starting points.” The
understanding of culture as
an unalterable value system
fails to see Indian culture as a
composite entity shaped by
caste, class, religion, region,
and ways of life. For example,
the practice of ‘Sati Pratha’,
once construed as central to
Indian culture, is today
deemed one of the most
savage and inhuman rituals.

Challenging status quo
Rahul Gandhi challenged the
interpretation of Indian
culture as an unchanging
entity by publicly
condemning the Manusmriti’s
dictates on women. He struck
at the literal text of ancient
paternalism: “Pita rakshati
kaumaare, bharta rakshati
yauvane, rakshanti sthavire
putra; na stri
swaatantryamarhati” (a
woman is protected by her
father in childhood, by her
husband in youth, and by her
son in old age; a woman does
not deserve independence).
In doing so, he also drew a
sharp ideological battle line
against the foundational
philosophy of Hindutva. It is
worth remembering that M.S.
Golwalkar revered Manu as
the “first and greatest
lawgiver of the world” and
advocated for the Manusmriti
to serve as the constitution of
independent India.

The argument that
reducing a woman’s identity
to just three boxes —
daughter, wife, or mother —
denies her the right to belong
to herself seamlessly
connected the everyday
anxieties of young Indian
women to this deep,
historical architecture of male
custody. No longer is the
question simply whether
women are safe; it is whether
women are free. The call to

09S9. Women should take back the night
AR FI TT I 39+ FAFR ar9w A= afRe

“break the cage” was
therefore not the usual,
toothless metaphor for
empowerment. It was a
direct assault on the idea of
male guardianship.

Historically, the night has
belonged to men. Girls,
from a very tender age, are
made to fear the night; of
venturing out alone in
darkness. Consequently, a
woman’s mental energy is
consumed by the constant,
exhausting labour of
safeguarding her body.
Simple mobility becomes a
calculated risk, forcing
women to monitor their
posture, clothing, timing,
and surroundings just to
exist safely in public spaces.

While a structural shift is
underway in urban India, it
is driven by economic
necessity rather than
societal liberation. The
growth of a 24/7 service
economy — spanning IT,
aviation, healthcare, and
journalism — has propelled
Indian women into night
shifts. Yet infrastructure
remains stubbornly hostile.
Dark stretches, unlit transit
hubs, a lack of clean public
restrooms, and perilous
last-mile connectivity
ensure that night travel
remains hazardous.
Economic utility, therefore,
must not be confused with
emancipation. True spatial
reclamation requires
moving from forced utility
to unconditional freedom,
where a woman can occupy
the night without fear.

In the 1970s, European
and American women took
to the streets at night under
the banner ‘Take Back the
Night. For Indian women to
fully reclaim the night, the
practices that negatively
impact women'’s enjoyment
of basic human rights must
be done away with. Women
must break the cage, take
back the night, and wander.

e The Leader of the Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, recently caught patriarchy by the horns at
Pune’s ‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ women-only conclave.

fadeT & ¥, Trger 17ef, ¥ gTer & A IOV AT AfRHT & forw {3y st Ay st FFAeT
& T st e et &

e He confronted the vulnerability of women in public spaces by explicitly framing women’s
autonomy as ownership not only of their bodies but of their lives.
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ﬁﬁaﬁaﬁmwﬁwnﬁmﬁ@rw&wmmyﬂﬁmﬁﬁmaﬁm
3eTeh AR TR &1 781, Sfeh 3eteh Sfidet 9T 81 3ofeh HTAFR & &9 & TS &I § F&J foha|

Instead of considering women merely as a constituency to be protected, Rahul Gandhi
questioned the very “cage” in which women are confined on the pretext of safety.

HET3 T herer TETOT T S aTel Ueh @3 o & 3 2Tt & Sofr, TEed el & 39 “For’
& 2= 3BT fSTEa RaTr o SgT Afgen3it wI #iffd #< fear srarg|

This intervention echoes a seminal argument on women’s mobility by Rebecca Solnit in
her book Wanderlust: A History of Walking, where she explores how the freedom to walk
alone at night and to discover the world on one’s own terms has historically been a male
prerogative — a right denied to women.

Ig gEIETT YT AifesTe gaRT 39+ T Wanderlust: A History of Walking # &fgem3it &
afaeiierdr & e 7 T U Ageaqu! ad H afaraf aar g, foraet a5 sardh € v 7
3ehel Tolel 3R 3T 2l IX gferaT bt STTetet ht T AfieTias: &9 & geul #r fdnfasr
W@ & — v SR S Al 1 78T e aram|

Feminist theorist Catharine MacKinnon argued that male dominance exercises its force as
consent and its control as the definition of legitimacy.

ARETET FeHidsR Fadier AfFata = deh AT o oW Tsicd 39ai AT 1 y2ter Fgafar & &
3 3R 319eY TATTOT T JA1eT SeraT Y TR & §9 H FAT ¢ |

Patriarchal control operates through practices presented as protection and cultural
legitimacy.

RrqaaTcas =0T 367 GU13i & AreTH & HEiferd giar ¢ oo TET0T iR HiEpicieh derdr & &
& gEcl foham STl §

When Indian women contest these restrictions, cultural narratives and religious scriptures are
weaponised to preserve the status quo.

SIS TR AT FoT FTcIaTelt sl eAtel il &, oY FYTUTY FATT W@ & ToIw Aieepiah
ITETAT 3R enfie TUT i gfAIR F FT & sTaHAT fFar SATAT B |

This systemic oppression is then presented as “Indian culture.”

38 ST 3 SFATRYd Scdiga T “HRAT TEHIA” & §T H TEJ fohar Srar g

However, in Culture and Society, Raymond Williams reminds us that culture is never a
singular, homogenised, fixed, or unalterable monolith.

gTalifsh, Culture and Society # ¥#s faforaew 5o arre fana € o weapfar el ot woher, qareel,
fouR a1 rIRTdHAT vhRA AT 1|
Rather, it is a dynamic reaction to the changing “conditions of our common life.”

$H% TSI, g §AR HHARh Shael I dgore “aRfFafaat & gfe v arfaefer wfafmar g

Williams argues that while the idea of culture describes our common inquiry, “our conclusions
are as diverse as our starting points.”

Taforaea & o § o STel FEepial T JTURUT gARY AR Trof T qoie el &, T6T “gAR
farsd saa & Ry § Sraa e smfas fig)”

The understanding of culture as an unalterable value system fails to see Indian culture as a
composite entity shaped by caste, class, religion, region, and ways of life.

FERT I Ueh FANANAT HeT-TGEYT & T 7 THSAT AT HEP I T T GHT SIS &
A S H father T &, Tord annfay, aet, erst, & 3 Shaer-gqufat & 3rer G g

For example, the practice of ‘Sati Pratha’, once construed as central to Indian culture, is today
deemed one of the most savage and inhuman rituals.

3eTe]0T & fore, welt war, T8 shaf TRl Eepfet T g 3797 HGAT ST AT, 37T Fd F 3R
AT TU13it F & U ALY ST 8
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Challenging status quo

TeRufy #r et &

Rahul Gandhi challenged the interpretation of Indian culture as an unchanging entity by
publicly condemning the Manusmriti’s dictates on women.

g I A AT o Heer A AFE & fdell oy ardsiieis 7 & fofer ik HRAT TEHia
T Teh AR SHTS o T F T ST dTell AT T Foflelt & |

He struck at the literal text of ancient paternalism: “Pita rakshati kaumaare, bharta rakshati
yauvane, rakshanti sthavire putra; na stri swaatantryamarhati” (a woman is protected by her
father in childhood, by her husband in youth, and by her son in old age; a woman does not
deserve independence).

Sogiel UreieT Rqadmag & anfeqs s 9 weR fohar: “Pita rakshati kaumaare, bharta
rakshati yauvane, rakshanti sthavire putra; na stri swaatantryamarhati” (9T & #Afger
T T&TT 3 e @Ry, JaraeuT 7 38 el GaRT 3R JETaedr & 38 I GaRT 6 S 8,
AT Tad=ar 1 3THRT 78T 8) |

In doing so, he also drew a sharp ideological battle line against the foundational philosophy of
Hindutva.

ﬁwwﬁgmaﬁ%gw%mwa&ha#ﬁwpwwéaﬁ#ﬁ-@sﬂ@aal
It is worth remembering that M.S. Golwalkar revered Manu as the “first and greatest lawgiver

of the world” and advocated for the Manusmriti to serve as the constitution of independent
India.

I8 I1e; 1@ 37 § Fof vor.uw. e o #e] @1 “Red &1 gue AR Agwerasn RAfterar aer
o7 AR Faei AR & WAL & &9 7 AFEHA DT of19] FRT STTeT T qehreret T Y|

The argument that reducing a woman’s identity to just three boxes — daughter, wife, or
mother — denies her the right to belong to herself seamlessly connected the everyday
anxieties of young Indian women to this deep, historical architecture of male custody.

g % T el Afger T agaret &l ahaet et sfATI3T — A€, Ieelt A1 AT — o WAT FHeaT
3 TIY TR HGAT HTAHR T § AT T ©, JaT HRATT A3t Y AsteRT hr feianait Hr
T59 3TRaT Y 57 7 e @l § HeS 9§ A5 v

No longer is the question simply whether women are safe; it is whether women are free.
379 92T shol Ig el & foh ATGATE GIFATT & AT A, U Tg & Toh AT Taa= ¢ AT a1gi |
The call to “break the cage” was therefore not the usual, toothless metaphor for
empowerment.

saforT “RISRT dlgat” FT 3TEaTeT TRFAIRIT o TolT SEAATS hdT STl aTell ATHY 3R
JHTAE T w9 oTeT AT

It was a direct assault on the idea of male guardianship.

Ig Jo9 A fAsIadhca T JaUROT 9T T IR 27|

Historically, the night has belonged to men.

NERIGEERSECE R R e ]

Girls, from a very tender age, are made to fear the night; of venturing out alone in darkness.
gl & 37 A & wISThal & el 3R TR A el e fAherad 7 979 YT Y AT AT &

Consequently, a woman’s mental energy is consumed by the constant, exhausting labour of
safeguarding her body.

AROTAEIEY, Teh AfGeT T ATHE Foil 30er TRIT BT Gt FiATad st & fatay i e
o arel YT A @I g @ B

Simple mobility becomes a calculated risk, forcing women to monitor their posture, clothing,
timing, and surroundings just to exist safely in public spaces.

HTEROT ATERETHA 3t T AHT-88731 Sf@H a7 o1a1 &, fad Afgamsit 1 adafas e )
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RIETT &9 & 6=t AT o ToIT 3791 HaT, T, FHT AR AHYRT & ATATER0T I AR 7oR
SSCRIRERIE]

While a structural shift is underway in urban India, it is driven by economic necessity rather
than societal liberation.

T el SR H TIAATHSE aGald &l 6T 8, Afehet Tg ArATforeh Hike o sy anfdaw
raRTHAT  IRA I

The growth of a 24/7 service economy — spanning IT, aviation, healthcare, and journalism —
has propelled Indian women into night shifts.

24/7 At IdegaTd F TR — f5as IS, A=, Tareeg Aar 3R ggmRar anfaa § — &
AR Afgen3it &t Y urelt & &1 ¥ & forw aRa R g

Yet infrastructure remains stubbornly hostile.

T 8 gfarame} afer e gfcieer sem g3 &1

Dark stretches, unlit transit hubs, a lack of clean public restrooms, and perilous last-mile
connectivity ensure that night travel remains hazardous.

I IR, THI-RAAT TRae g, Taos TS ae Atareal H Fat 3R e sifaa-da
HIF Ig GiATd X & o T & I dar 379 7 @AY T B

Economic utility, therefore, must not be confused with emancipation.

safaT anfe suNfarar A1 #fFd & @y #fAd 7€t fohar s anfge

True spatial reclamation requires moving from forced utility to unconditional freedom, where a
woman can occupy the night without fear.

A faeh Tt Ior: HAFR & fT aTeashrl SUANar & 3T et O faa eret Fae=ar v
3R ST 3T &, STel AfgeT o=l 873 o e H Adoffeieh AT 9T TE Teh |

In the 1970s, European and American women took to the streets at night under the banner
‘Take Back the Night.’

1970 % g2 7 FUdT 3T AR Afganait & ‘Take Back the Night' & dR & dgd I &
T3l T 3 3G TeleT fohaT|

For Indian women to fully reclaim the night, the practices that negatively impact women’s
enjoyment of basic human rights must be done away with.

HRATT AT G@RT U I IOTe: AT JTTABR YoT: TTeel F¥ed & foIw, RT3t & Fqersfe
ATAITISRY & ITHNT F AFRICHE T W THITRIT FIe ATl TLT3HT T GATCT AT 81|
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Concerns over the Census questions

The questionnaire for the population enumeration phase of the 2027 Census comprises 40 questions and seek details such as nationality, number of bank accounts

and mobile, Aadhaar and voter ID numbers, if available, raising concerns over its potential digression from the purpose of collecting data for policy and planning

FULL CONTEXT

K. Narayanan Unni

he questions to be asked to

every individual during the

population enumeration phase

of the 2027 Census were
notified by the Central government last
month. In a significant departure from
the past, a number of personal details,
which cannot be used to generate any
useful statistics, are being sought. This
prompts a look at the individual
questions, their possible uses and the
implications of their inclusion in the
Census.

The new questions in Census 2027 ask
respondents to provide the details of the
parents of every individual and spouses of
the married persons in the household,
nationality as declared, permanent
residential address, place of COVID 19
vaccination, total number of bank
accounts, mobile number, Aadhaar
number and Voter ID number (if
available), Passport number (if an Indian
passport holder), and driving license
availability.

‘The United Nations defines a
population census as, “the total process
of planning, collecting, processing,

oid o £ =9 d evaliati

an
demographic, economic and social data
at the smallest geographic level
pertaining, at a specified time, to all
persons in a country or in a
well-delimited part of a country”. It is
evident from this definition that a census
is viewed as an exercise to generate
statistics for the use of the government in
particular and the society in general.

One of the essential principles of
official statistics is confidentiality of
individual information. Principle 6 of the
United Nations’ Fundamental Principles
of Official Statistics states, “the individual
data collected by statistical agencies for
statistical compilation, whether they refer
to natural or legal persons, are to be
strictly confidential and used exclusively
for statistical purposes.” India has
adopted these principles.

Use of ‘name’ in the Census

As the Census is used to generate data
useful for policy and planning purposes,
information provided by an individual is
used only for compiling the relevant
statistics. The individual’s name has no
relevance in the exercise, except to
identify them during enumeration. Names
have merely been placeholders and have
not been present in Census databases. In
fact, there have been no attempts in the
Indian Censuses to computerise names at
all. There are countries that include the
name and provide access to past Census
data for genealogical studies. For
example, past data from the U.S. Census
can be accessed 72 years after the Census
exercise. There is no such rule or policy
in India.

Now, respondents will have to provide
the names of every individual in the
household, along with those of their
parents. This will be a tall order for
respondents from institutional
households, such as wardens of hostels,
old-age homes, jails etc. A large number
of children are now studying away from
home, living in hostels, as paying guests,
etc. February, being towards the end of
the academic year, means they may not
be at home. So, they would not be eligible
for enumeration at their normal
| T Even in normal hc
the respondent may not know the details
regarding the grandparents who may be

living with them.

COVID -19 vaccination is now an old
story. After the pandemic subsided,
people have not been taking any
vaccination and there have been no
suggestions from the government to the
people to get vaccinated. In view of this, it
is highly doubtful whether information on
the place of vaccination, which could
have been as much as five years ago,
could be put to any meaningful use.

Personal details

Information on mobile number, Aadhaar
number and voter ID number are being
asked ‘if available’. Also required is the
passport number for those holding Indian
passports. The meaning of the phrase ‘if
available’ is not clear. A person may have
one or more of these identifiers. However,
it is possible that the respondent may not
have these numbers, possibly with the
exception of the mobile number.

The question is whether ‘if available”
refers to availability with the concerned
member of the household or with the
respondent. If the phrase is interpreted as

households, visitors and domestic
servants living for the entire duration of
the Census enumeration period are to be

d. Would the respondent be
able to obtain these details from them? If
the dents in  ~ household:
with visitors/servants eligible for
enumeration there and those in
institutional households misuse the
information, is there any protection for
the individual, as the respondent is not a
Census functionary?

Nationality as declared may also not
serve any useful purpose. Illegal
immigrants may declare that they are
Indian nationals. After trying this
question in the 1951 and 1961 censuses, it
was discarded from 1971 onwards. It is
worth noting here that after a lot of
debates, the U.S. Census decided not to
include the question on citizenship in the
2020 Census.

The total number of bank accounts
held by each person is useful for
preparing a distribution of persons by the
number of bank accounts. For those with

the

availability with the resp then it
will not be available to the Census as a
large proportion of the respondents are
likely to be the housewives or elderly
parents who may not keep these details of
every member of the household. A similar
problem arises with institutional
households.

These numbers are not data items that
could be used for any useful tabulations,
except to determine whether these
numbers are available. It is impossible to
visualise more than 30 lakh Census
enumerators spending time with the
households to correctly record these
numbers. The enumerators may not have
the time and patience to obtain the
relevant records and collect the
information. Respondents in institutional
households would find it impossible to
provide the information, as they may not
have these records with them. Even the
individuals living there may have left their
records back home. In normal

bank accounts, this information can
bably be obtained by 2

P
number of accounts against each PAN,
which is necessary to open a bank
account. If the plan is only to determine
the number of persons without any bank
account, then it is enough to ask whether
the person has a bank account. It is
difficult for a simple schoolteacher
appointed as an enumerator to ask the
question on the number of bank accounts
and get a correct answer from the
upper-class respondents, who may not
even be ready to answer the simpler
questions.

Possible information for NPR

While preparing for the 2021 Census there
were proposals for updating the National
Population Register (NPR) during the
Census exercise. However, several States
objected to it. The Census is conducted by
enumerators appointed by the State
government under section 4(2) of the
Census Act, 1948. Hence, the State

09S9. Concerns over the Census questions

FAIUTAT F FeAT &Y AT RAdare

governments may have the right to refuse
the use of their staff to do any work that is
not part of the Census. The Citizenship
Act does not mention anything about the
State government’s role in the preparation
of the NPR.

The information on the parents of
individuals, permanent address,
nationality, etc is very useful for
preparing/updating the NPR, which is to
form the basis for preparing the National
Register of Citizens. It appears that the
collection of such information through
the Census questionnaire, though it does
not aid the generation of any additional
statistics, is aimed at the
preparation/updating of the NPR.
However, including such information in
the Census questionnaire and extracting it
later to share it to another organisation
within the government may violate the
principle of confidentiality.

There is no objection to preparing a
population register or a citizen register,
and its importance and uses are well
recognised. However, collecting
information required for creating an NPR
should be done through a process that is
transparent and has legal basis, without
jeopardising the Census.

The length of the questionnaire

With 40 questions, many requiring
descriptive answers, the time taken for a
household is likely to result in respondent
fatigue. The respondent is required to
answer similar questions for every
individual in the household. This may
result in the respondent becoming
uninterested and potentially giving casual
replies.

Furthermore, by adding questions that
require recording the names and
addresses, the workload of the
enumerator has increased significantly.

By loading the Census with questions
that are of no use for generating statistics,
the quality of Census data may be
seriously affected.

(K. Narayanan Unni is a retired officer from
the Indian Statistical Service)

THE GIST

v

The new questions in Census
2027 ask respondents to
provide the details of the
parents of every individual and
spouses of the married persons
in the household, nationality,
permanent address, place of
COVID 19 vaccination, number
of bank accounts, mobile
number, Aadhaar number and
Voter ID number (if available),
among others.

v

This prompts a look at the
individual questions, their
possible uses and the
implications of their inclusion
in the Census.

v

With 40 questions, the time
taken to enumerate a
household is likely to result in
respondent fatigue.
Furthermore, it has also
increased the workload of the
enumerators.
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The questions to be asked to every individual during the population enumeration phase of
the 2027 Census were notified by the Central government last month.

2027 Y STeT3TUTAT & STAHEAT AOTAT TOT oh ERTol Fedeh chiebcd ¥ IS SAled dled TR bl ehey
TR A TSel #E e fohar an|

In a significant departure from the past, a number of personal details, which cannot be used
to generate any useful statistics, are being sought.

37ehel & Ueh Ageaqol e & &9 &, &g T caferdaTd SieTeprival #i9f S g1 €, Toiatehr Surer
IS SYAIIN HITETHRT TR et & TIT AgT Foham ST FeheT|

This prompts a look at the individual questions, their possible uses and the implications of
their inclusion in the Census.

O SATFAITT ULal, 3oToh TeTfaa 3uAen 3R S0 & 3¢ et fFw o & Afgaraf w
IR AT 3T & ST g |

The new questions in Census 2027 ask respondents to provide the details of the parents of
every individual and spouses of the married persons in the household, nationality as declared,
permanent residential address, place of COVID-19 vaccination, total number of bank
accounts, mobile number, Aadhaar number and Voter ID number (if available), Passport
number (if an Indian passport holder), and driving license availability.

SAAINOTAT 2027 & 7T J&AT H SARGIATI & IRAR & Ycdeh STTFd o ATA-19dT a7 f[aarfed
SITFAIT o SHAAATTAAT T TaaRoT, I IASERIAT, TARIT ATARAT IdT, COVID-19 E1ehTehoT &l
TUT, I Il T FeT TEAT, AlETS s, TR e AR ATSTAT Igalel-97 s (Ife 3TeTsy
B, T FaR (I SIRAT IrHAE &R &) AT SSfaer s Y 3TTedr T SATAPRT St Y
HET AT |

The United Nations defines a population census as, “the total process of planning, collecting,
processing, analysing, disseminating and evaluating demographic, economic and social data

at the smallest geographic level pertaining, at a specified time, to all persons in a country or in
a well-delimited part of a country”.

YT TSE SAGEIT STAI0TAT hT $H FehR IR T 8, “fonell qer arder & wase w4 &
iR BEA & v Afcse Ty W Tsft it @ gafa saaifeas, 3nfde ik amfes
37Tl T A oI Ao T IR IISTT g1y, ThT le), ST i, TA2oIvoT e,
ST et 3R Foiehel @det i Tt ATshaTl”

It is evident from this definition that a census is viewed as an exercise to generate statistics
for the use of the government in particular and the society in general.

9 IR & TASE § foh STAIMUTAT il fIT §7 & TR AR AT T & FHATST o 394197
T FIfETHT AR F AT IR & T 7 @1 ST |

One of the essential principles of official statistics is confidentiality of individual
information.

SRR ATEIHT & LTH el # ¥ T safFaerd A H Mu=aar g

Principle 6 of the United Nations’ Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics states, “the
individual data collected by statistical agencies for statistical compilation, whether they refer to
natural or legal persons, are to be strictly confidential and used exclusively for statistical
purposes.”

A g & TR wifkad & Afas Rigwiat & @guia 6 7 w1 g, “wifeaha
Heholel & oI HifThIr Taift gany vand fahw a0 safaerd 3ifes, @ @ Trefaes cafdaar ar
Flelelt SafFaal & HafRrd g, quid: MY W Si1e AT 3R Shael ATEAh 32l & faw
39T fRT S TIfRT”

India has adopted these principles.

ARG o 31 FAgendr 1 3T &
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Use of ‘name’ in the Census
STAINUTAT H AT HT 3TANT

As the Census is used to generate data useful for policy and planning purposes, information
provided by an individual is used only for compiling the relevant statistics.

R STAITUTAT T SYATT &AMt 3R ArSTedr 0T o forw SNl 3Hehs TR g o ST 8,
zafoT R cafFd garT & 918 STFASRRY T 3TN haol Ta A WIET & Hehelel 3 T v
AT

The individual's name has no relevance in the exercise, except to identify them during
enumeration.

IUTAT F SRTeT AT T UgTeT el o TTAT, 3T ATH BT 3T IFHAT H FI$ TrHTAHAT 7T B
Names have merely been placeholders and have not been present in Census databases.
SATH shalol TUTATTo] TgdTel & & H ¢ 8 R STA9T0TAT o SeTeq H Hisle #7el W o |

In fact, there have been no attempts in the Indian Censuses to computerise names at all.
AT H, AR STATOTATI 3 ATAT T Hege Al el T hls TATH 61 oTel [T a1 Bl

There are countries that include the name and provide access to past Census data for
genealogical studies.

O T 2 & S AT A I 8 AR qerrael Faeht srearat & forw Aol Sietarorer & 37ishst
a%q’g"’aqarﬂa?{ﬁﬁl

For example, past data from the U.S. Census can be accessed 72 years after the Census
exercise.

Wﬁﬁa,mﬁﬁ?ﬁrma@mﬁﬁaﬁﬁmm%?zaﬁmq@’mmm
gl

There is no such rule or policy in India.

IR F VAT IS 7T 1 NI 88

Now, respondents will have to provide the names of every individual in the household, along
with those of their parents.

379, 3AXGTAT3I Sl IRAR & Ycdeh STard oh oTH o TTI-ATY 3ech ATAT-TAAT oh ATH T ITeleT
HTe BT |

This will be a tall order for respondents from institutional households, such as wardens of
hostels, old-age homes, jails etc.

STATATHT, JEUTHHAT, Sel 311E S FEURTT TRERT & JaReTdT3HT & T Ig Ueh hideT & giam|

A large number of children are now studying away from home, living in hostels, as paying
guests, etc.

39 98T FEIT H I TR A Y9G {8 & 3R SHETErdr, UsaT aee 3arat 3nfe 7 @ © &
February, being towards the end of the academic year, means they may not be at home.
AT A&T0TR a¥ & 37 1 3R g & FRUTEHI & foh T TR R A &1

So, they would not be eligible for enumeration at their normal households.

STV, 3eTehT TTATT TR SHISAT H SoTehl ITUTAT g1 T SIT Tehal |

Even in normal households, the respondent may not know the details regarding the
grandparents who may be living with them.

A GRART # 8 STEIAT T 3eTeh Y TG ATl GTGT-GIT AT ATAT-ATAT o Hoel # G SATTehRT
6T 8 Fehel! &

COVID-19 vaccination is now an old story.

COVID-19 ETOT 3 Y71 1T &1 bl T

After the pandemic subsided, people have not been taking any vaccination and there have
been no suggestions from the government to the people to get vaccinated.
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HAETHARY T THT e gt & J1E AN o IS SRl oTgT AT § 3 THR FI 3R T &Y et &t
el ST o IS FSITd 161 [T 7T &

In view of this, it is highly doubtful whether information on the place of vaccination, which
could have been as much as five years ago, could be put to any meaningful use.

U 2T §T, I & Tt & FETAI STTeAhI, ST HercT: oier ¥ gt g1 Fehcll &, 1 fondlr
A1 3T H AT ST 31T Afa B

Personal details

sgfadera faavor

Information on mobile number, Aadhaar number and voter ID number are being asked ‘if
available’.

AETE HaT, 3R Ha¥ 3N ATSAr Tgare-u7 Ha3 7 SR afe 3uerst g af Aff o @ ¥
Also required is the passport number for those holding Indian passports.

HRART ITAAIE TW=T aTel A 3 ol grgie Ae) o 3maeas &

The meaning of the phrase ‘if available’ is not clear.

Jfe 3qerstr g arerarer & 313 TISC LT ¢

A person may have one or more of these identifiers.

ol safad & I 548 & T AT 3 IgaAdhal &l Johd ¢

However, it is possible that the respondent may not have these numbers, possibly with the
exception of the mobile number.

gTeiTeh, g HeTd & 7o STRETT & U 3T wiak] hT ST=Teh Y o &1, HaTarcy: HiaTgel A &l DI |

The question is whether ‘if available’ refers to availability with the concerned member of the
household or with the respondent.

w2l I & o Afe 3Tesy g & dieud Fafid IRaR & HeET & T Sofeh! 3Ucleudr § & AT
3AXEIAT & UTH SeTehl 3Uclstdrl |

If the phrase is interpreted as availability with the respondent, then it will not be available to
the Census as a large proportion of the respondents are likely to be the housewives or elderly
parents who may not keep these details of every member of the household.

gfe 3T qTeraTer T SIIEAT 3ARGIAT & UTH STTstdl & 9 H HI SATdT &, AT STeTeT0TAT T I
¢, S IRER & YA G T Ig a7 319eT g =187 I@a 8|

A similar problem arises with institutional households.

TEATTT IRART & A 7 HY 3T YhR T TATAT 3T gial o

These numbers are not data items that could be used for any useful tabulations, except to
determine whether these numbers are available.

A FASY VY FeT A ALY & TorAhr 3uer e 3uef groNetor & o faar o @&, e a8
AUTRT T & o A T 3T § AT 5T

It is impossible to visualise more than 30 lakh Census enumerators spending time with the
households to correctly record these numbers.

U FoTalT HeAT hideT g [oh 30 AT H HTAF STTITOTAT a0 ST TaR[ T Ll &I H Gof Il
T aRaRT & A1 59T THT i HIET |

The enumerators may not have the time and patience to obtain the relevant records and
collect the information.

YATUTehT & 9T He 1O 3TTHIE 9Tt adey 3T TR Tehd alel o oIt gaTed T 31 87 787
& T &

Respondents in institutional households would find it impossible to provide the information, as
they may not have these records with them.
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TEYRTT IRART & FARCGIATAT o TolT TG SATeThRT 3T Il THHT B19TT, Fifeh Iotch IT I
e Alere 76T 8 Fht B

Even the individuals living there may have left their records back home.

Igl TE=) aTel STl o oY 379aY 31T 319eT EX WIS 81 Ahl B

In normal households, visitors and domestic servants living for the entire duration of the
Census enumeration period are to be enumerated.

AT IRART #, Wmmﬁ®m$a’mﬂwﬁmwaig¢i 3R e FETIHI
& 8 IT0TAT T S B

Would the respondent be able to obtain these details from them?

FIT 3AETAT 339 I TaaR0T 9o 3 9Tuanr?

If the respondents in domestic households with visitors/servants eligible for enumeration there
and those in institutional households misuse the information, is there any protection for the
individual, as the respondent is not a Census functionary?

I A el TRERT & ITETAT, ST61 I0TAT o UTH TaTcIoh/ER el Heldeh AlSG ¢, AR FEATTe
ARERT & STRETAT $E STTAhRY I G el &, Al 74T 3 ShTehdl o (o7 HIS GI&T &, FiTh
SARETAT SAAITOTAT TS 6T &2

Nationality as declared may also not serve any useful purpose.

e Tedrare off forelr 3uelt 3eged it qfct w18t &2 aneht B

lllegal immigrants may declare that they are Indian nationals.

HIY YAl Ig 9T X Thd & b 3 HRAT ARTRS 21

After trying this question in the 1951 and 1961 censuses, it was discarded from 1971
onwards.

1951 3R 1961 Fr FTATUTATT H T 9 ol JTSTH & d1G 30 1971 & geT fear a1

It is worth noting here that after a lot of debates, the U.S. Census decided not to include the
question on citizenship in the 2020 Census.

g 3ool@ad ¢ [ T 989 & a1 3rANS FAM0ET ¥ 2020 I FANUTAT F ARTR AT I
FIfOrT weaT Y AT TET ey T v form|

The total number of bank accounts held by each person is useful for preparing a distribution
of persons by the number of bank accounts.

Ycdeh g & U HiS[g S WAl T Frol FET T ITGNT T TFTA T Aok @Il T FE&AT F
TR 9T AT IR = & FoIT foham o Fendr 8

For those with bank accounts, this information can probably be obtained by tabulating the
number of accounts against each PAN, which is necessary to open a bank account.

Sret &ett & are dF @i €, 37 AT g A @Had: T PAN & fa%eyr @rdt & & &
ARONHITT ek YT I ST Hehell §, I b WIT WiedeT & foIT 3TaTH ¢

If the plan is only to determine the number of persons without any bank account, then it is
enough to ask whether the person has a bank account.

e 36T shael 4 WA ¥ faar safFaat i F&ar HuTRd e 8, ar I8 Jor adied & &
eaferd & U deh Wil & 181 |

It is difficult for a simple schoolteacher appointed as an enumerator to ask the question on the
number of bank accounts and get a correct answer from the upper-class respondents, who
may not even be ready to answer the simpler questions.

Teh A Tohod f1eTeh & AT, TS JoroTeh & &9 & fogerd foham ram 8, o @t 6 aear @
HTRIT e Ioell 3 3T 997 o STRETaI3i & HEY 3a ISl el hideT o, Sl Hafael: el Tt
FT 3T S & forw off I T 8t

Possible information for NPR

NPR & foe ganfad serart
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e While preparing for the 2021 Census there were proposals for updating the National
Population Register (NPR) during the Census exercise.

2021 F¥ STAIVTAT T TIRY & SRIT FTITTAT UThAT F SR TSET TAHEAT WoFe (NPR) Fr

eI el & TEATT U
e However, several States objected to it.
gTellfeh, % ST oF T fae foma|

e The Census is conducted by enumerators appointed by the State government under section
4(2) of the Census Act, 1948.

STeTITUTT STAITOTSAT HTATAIH, 1948 Y URT 4(2) & 6l ToT AIHR GaRT fAeFeT JaTUTeht SaRT
TS AT B

e Hence, the State governments may have the right to refuse the use of their staff to do any
work that is not part of the Census.

AU, TST AIHRT FF 39el HAATRAT T 0H Rl FRT & FoT ITANT el F SRR Hel &l
TR g HehelT &, AT STATUTAT hl TEEAT T8 &

e The Citizenship Act does not mention anything about the State government’s role in the
preparation of the NPR.

ARTREAT HFATATH H NPR FIR el H T0T TR hT 31{AHT & Toer # $& 7 3ol w7gh
el

¢ The information on the parents of individuals, permanent address, nationality, etc is very
useful for preparing/updating the NPR, which is to form the basis for preparing the National
Register of Citizens.

IfFdar & ATAT-TadT, AR 9a, TSEIAT 31fE T SATAhRT NPR &l SIR/3 T e & T
37T 3R &, S USERT AR TSeeX (National Register of Citizens) daR F¥el &7 TR
AT B |

e |t appears that the collection of such information through the Census questionnaire, though it
does not aid the generation of any additional statistics, is aimed at the preparation/updating of
the NPR.

T I BT § T3 STATOTAT FeaTael & ATETH A VT SATASRT Thd T, T ST HIg
AR FTEThT TIR Tl F GG e [Hercll, NPR Y IRy 3regae & 3eaed & fohar

w®Iel

e However, including such information in the Census questionnaire and extracting it later to
share it to another organisation within the government may violate the principle of
confidentiality.

gTeliTeh, STeTITUTAT T2 el & VAT STTeTehiT Sl AR LT 3R a1 F 39 FaTelat TR &
e FoRall 31T HeTasT & AT HIST AT AT & FAGUTT F7 Seoraed FHT Thal ol

e There is no objection to preparing a population register or a citizen register, and its
importance and uses are well recognised.

SAEEAT TSE IT ARTRS TSHER IR Fd W AIS 39T 787 § 3R 5T% Agea TUT 3939
FI I T F AT 9T & |

e However, collecting information required for creating an NPR should be done through a
process that is transparent and has legal basis, without jeopardising the Census.

gTeilteh, NPR JIR &3 & foIT 3TaeTeh STy o AT Ufoham & ATegs ¥ Uy fhar S&=r
RT3 IRt 31T el IR IR 3R &1 qAT S0 1 S {EH & of 3|

The length of the questionnaire

geATIel Y FaTS

e With 40 questions, many requiring descriptive answers, the time taken for a household is
likely to result in respondent fatigue.
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40 9RET aTel AT, [T & 3 & foIT guldcH® 3R a3 §, Uah IRAR & faT ot

Tl FHI FARGTT Y YT FHT HROT ToT Tohell &

The respondent is required to answer similar questions for every individual in the household.
FREIAT Y IRAR & TeAeh ATFd & ToIT TATT TehR & T T 3T o1 gl & |

This may result in the respondent becoming uninterested and potentially giving casual replies.
SEY TS I & HATCT g Fehcll ¢ X a6 HeTad: Irataare A1 ArRaErIqet 3R o &9t |

Furthermore, by adding questions that require recording the names and addresses, the
workload of the enumerator has increased significantly.

g 37T, ST 3R I Eof et aTel W21 &Y SISy I YT T HIRINR HhT ¢ 3T ¢

By loading the Census with questions that are of no use for generating statistics, the quality of
Census data may be seriously affected.

FITETHRT AR A H 3YANIT o glet aTel T2AT T STAINUTAT T STSTeT SoTlel o HIRUT FAANUTAT &
3TehgT Y 0T TR & & FeATTAT &1 el &

GS Paper 1: Geography 01 September 2026

TOPICS COVERED

09S9 | Karnataka told to release 6,000 cusecs aday to T.N

Fettce $I dffearg & faT wfafee 6,000 Fq@ arel Siga #1 fader

09S9 | Citing inaction, Manipur Naga body plans to intensify highway blockade

fATSSHaT 1 garel & g0, AT & A FITSaT A ASTATN AThadl AT Flal Y AT TS

09S9 | Quiz

Triple threat: This satellite image from the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration shows
Hurricanes Lowell (L), Karina (C), and Marie (R)
over the Pacific Ocean on September 3. Scientists
have attributed this rare trio of hurricanes to waters
warmed by a historically strong EI Nino.
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Karnataka told to release
6,000 cusecs a day to T.N.

Cauvery Water Management Authority upholds CWRC order; Karnataka Minister calls decision

illogical, says State is in the grip of drought and may approach SC; Tamil Nadu seeks more water

B.S. Satish Kumar
BENGALURU

he Cauvery Water
T Management Auth-

ority ~ (CWMA),
which met in Delhi on
Tuesday, has upheld the
Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee’s (CWRC) di-
rection to Karnataka to en-
sure flows to the neigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu at the
rate of 6,000 cusecs a day
for the next 15 days.

The CWRC issued this
direction earlier in the day
and Karnataka had chal-
lenged it before the
CWMA. However, the
CWMA endorsed the
CWRC’s decision and
asked Karnataka to ensure
a flow of 6,000 cusecs a
day at Biligundlu inter-
State water gauge for 15

Vital support: Farmers in Tiruchi welcome the release of Cauvery
water from the Mettur reservoir for irrigation recently. M. MOORTHY

days, beginning 8 a.m. on
September 9. The total
quantum of water that has
been ordered to be re-
leased amounts to approxi-
mately 7.8 tmc ft.
Karnataka Water Re-
sources Minister N. Cheluv-
arayaswamy expressed dis-

appointment over the
order to release water
when the State is gripped
by drought and termed the
decision “illogical”.

He indicated that Karna-
taka would consider ap-
proaching the Supreme
Court on Wednesday after

consulting Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar.
Expressing anguish over
the order, he said, “The
authorities who are issuing
orders in Delhi are unable
to understand the condi-
tions on the ground.”
Earlier, Karnataka told
the CWMA that storage
available in the four reser-
voirs of its Cauvery basin
was critically inadequate
and was barely enough to
meet the State’s needs.
Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu
maintained that delayed
releases would seriously af-
fect Samba cultivation and
the livelihood of farmers. It
sought higher releases to
the tune of 1.76 tmc ft a day
(20,370 cusecs) for the
next 15 days to clear its
claimed backlog based on
pro-rata entitlement.

09S9. Karnataka told to release 6,000 cusecs aday to T.N

Feltcad HI dfaeg & faw gfafesT 6,000 FqdF arel siza F1 fader

e The Cauvery Water Management Authority (CWMA), which met in Delhi on Tuesday, has
upheld the Cauvery Water Regulation Committee’s (CWRC) direction to Karnataka to ensure
flows to the neighbouring Tamil Nadu at the rate of 6,000 cusecs a day for the next 15 days.

Wﬁ%ﬁﬁgmmmm@wmwaﬁrmﬁmﬁaﬂﬁﬁw
FIATT (CWRC) & 38 AL FI sRaR @ &, forash dgd sheilee &l 319Ter 15 et ae gsrar
TS AfARAg & forw gfdfer 6,000 FHH dTet T YarTe iaTad Fie H1 g1 AT E|

e The CWRC issued this direction earlier in the day and Karnataka had challenged it before the
CWMA.

CWRC o f&a1 # ugel I foreier TRY foham o7 3R hafleeh o CWMA & |&eT 38 Foilcl &F |

e However, the CWMA endorsed the CWRC'’s decision and asked Karnataka to ensure a flow
of 6,000 cusecs a day at Biligundlu inter-State water gauge for 15 days, beginning 8 a.m.
on September 9.

gTelifeh, CWMA & CWRC & Ty &7 Taeiet foham 3R hefleeh T 9 fiicis 1 oig 8 a1 & &
gl arell 15 feat v 3rafer & it ffdarse sradisdar ster #maes & o) wfdfet 6,000 Fq@s
qTeAY T JaTg iaATRad et i el |

e The total quantum of water that has been ordered to be released amounts to approximately
7.8 tmc ft.

OIS ST o foIv TERYeT relt Y ot AT SraTster 7.8 Erwardt e &
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Karnataka Water Resources Minister N. Cheluvarayaswamy expressed disappointment over

the order to release water when the State is gripped by drought and termed the decision

“illogical”.

hetlceh o STel HATET HAT Tel. ATl o U H @ 1 [ EUfd & o arelt sisa & 3meer
IR foRTRIT Serd T 31 59 ot & “sranfedes” T

¢ Heindicated that Karnataka would consider approaching the Supreme Court on Wednesday
after consulting Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar.

3egiel Hehdl T&AT Foh HET#E 1%, RaFaAR § WAL oA & dTe; heficesh JUAR H Fafed
AT T 3G =1 T IR |

e Expressing anguish over the order, he said, “The authorities who are issuing orders in Delhi

are unable to understand the conditions on the ground.”

3T T G I HYC §U 3egIo1 e, “Teroell 37 =T ST et arel 31Uy STafieir
ot i aaea 7 Ay &1

o Earlier, Karnataka told the CWMA that storage available in the four reservoirs of its Cauvery
basin was critically inadequate and was barely enough to meet the State’s needs.

SO UG, Tedlcah oF CWMA S 1T 2T fF 3T 1y S/ & IR SRR H 3Tele o
$TSROT el ITIATCA & 3N TE T T ITTLIHATIHT Y G A o TIT Hiehel § wAfiee B

e Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu maintained that delayed releases would seriously affect Samba
cultivation and the livelihood of farmers.

58 o1, ATHACIEATS o e T Tl Bige 7 &8 & |iaT waer i Welt AR fharit i srehfaen o
ITHR THTT 9391|

e |t sought higher releases to the tune of 1.76 tmc ft a day (20,370 cusecs) for the next 15
days to clear its claimed backlog based on pro-rata entitlement.

3 39T HUTiaF RERX (pro-rata entitlement) & TR 9T ETdT T 3T ST T 1T HYel &
foIw 31arel 15 et e gfafeat 1.76 Sruadt de (20,370 FIAF) T 31Teh AT 7 1=l SIget T

AT Fr

Citing inaction, Manipur Naga body
plans to intensify highway blockade

T!e Hm!u Bureau

GUWAHATI

The United Naga Council
(UNC), the apex body of
Naga communities in Mani-
pur, on Tuesday said it
would intensify its inter-
district economic blockade
on major National High-
ways across the State from
1a.m. on Wednesday.

The UNC said the inten-
sified economic blockade
was justified because the
government failed to deliv-
er justice to the families of
six Naga civilians who were
abducted from Leilon Vai-
phei village in Kangpokpi
district on May 13 and
killed. The organisation’s
demands include action
against those involved in
the killing and the removal

Severed transit: The blockade is |

ikely to affect Imphal-Guwahati

public transport services via NH-2. FILE PHOTO

of Deputy Chief Minister
Nemcha Kipgen, accused
of hobnobbing with Kuki
armed groups.

According to a state-
ment issued by UNC spo-
kesperson H. James Hau,
the “indefinite” blockade

will cover National High-
way-2 (Imphal-Dimapur),
NH-202 (Imphal-Ukhrul-
Jessami), NH-37 (Imphal-Ji-
ribam), and NH-102A
(Tadubi-Ukhrul).

The UNC said vehicles
carrying essential supplies

and services, including
medical supplies, media,
power, telecommunica-
tions and water supply,
would be exempted.

The blockade is likely to
affect the Imphal-Guwaha-
ti public transport services
via NH-2, which were res-
umed in August after more
than three years. Move-
ment of people on the
highways was affected af-
ter the ethnic conflict bet-
ween the Kuki-Zo and Mei-
tei communities erupted
on May 3, 2023.

Manipur’s Home Minis-
ter Konthoujam Govindas
told the House recently
that the ethnic clashes, in-
cluding the one between
the Kukis and Nagas since
February, claimed at least
306 lives.

09S09.
Citing
inaction,
Manipur
Naga body
plans to
intensify
highway
blockade
fafewaar

T garelT o
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9971932488
R oo

TSTATI ATHEE) doT FIA Y AVSTeT TATS

e The United Naga Council (UNC), the apex body of Naga communities in Manipur, on Tuesday
said it would intensify its inter district economic blockade on major National High ways across
the State from 1la.m. on Wednesday.

IATSES A HI3TAT (UNC), St ATOTYR & 7791 FeTaT o1 oMY FIToeT §, o HITAR Y gl o a8
FUAR T I 1 T F T 3 TG T ASTATN I 37911 3er-foram snfle et i st
HLIM

e The UNC said the intensified economic blockade was justified because the government failed
to deliver justice to the families of six Naga civilians who were abducted from Leilon Vaiphei
village in Kangpokpi district on May 13 and killed.

UNC & gT fo aet & 715 3nfie adad) 3Ra &, F3if TR 39 ©F o191 ARTReT & IRaRT $r
=Y e 7 fawher IET, [oiee 13 A Y FRTARU forer & otaleT %S 1T & 3rraT T foam aran
a7 31X 3T geaT FX & a1 oY

e The organisation’s demands include action against those involved in the killing and the
removal of Deputy Chief Minister Nemcha Kipgen, accused of hobnobbing with Kuki armed

roups.

%ﬁ@ﬁﬁmﬁaﬁw@ﬁ?%%aﬁwmmﬁm
ATHAT &, et IR HoehT e ToHgh o WY AT el 7 R B |

e According to a statement issued by UNC spokesperson H. James Hau, the “indefinite”
blockade will cover National Highway-2 (Imphal-Dimapur), NH-202 (Imphal-Ukhrul Jessami),
NH-37 (Imphal-Jiribam), and NH-102A (Tadubi-Ukhrul).

UNC & Jaerdll T, S &3 EaRT ST Ueh §7eT & 38R, “HfafRaashrellar wArehady Iy
TSTATH-2 (FPTe-fEATYR), NH-202 (SHIT-3TET-HA1HA), NH-37 FTer-fordiamy) 3t NH-102A
(Aget-3T%en) T o g1

o The UNC said vehicles carrying essential supplies and services, including medical supplies,
media, power, telecommunications and water supply, would be exempted.

UNC = st for Farferca ameraft, sifEa, fasrel, qeem sikt sramqfet afgd smaege awqgsit 3ik
a3l T o STt dTel ATge! T SEY B T e

e The blockade is likely to affect the Imphal-Guwahati public transport services via NH-2, which
were resumed in August after more than three years.

AThaicl & NH-2 & ATEIH W §HTeT-aTeTe! VIdol fevdh TRageT WaT¢ FeTTfac glet 1 THIEAT ¢,
TSie et ot & 31fereh T a1 39T & T & & foham aram &

e Movement of people on the highways was affected after the ethnic conflict between the Kuki-
Zo and Meitei communities erupted on May 3, 2023.

Fhr-ot AR AQS worerat & e SATchT HEd 3 7S, 2023 T E B & F1G ASTATN I SN Y
JATATSTTET 9o g% 2|

e  Manipur's Home Minister Konthoujam Govindas told the House recently that the ethnic
clashes, including the one between the Kukis and Nagas since February, claimed at least 306
lives.

ATOIYY & a[g #:A Fwralesr Miderw o grel 1 # Teat i g o S e, 5o wealr @
ﬁmmﬂgmﬁémgﬁﬁaﬁrsﬁanﬁa%ﬁwﬁame,oeamﬁaﬁrmﬂél

\NO.H Dam / Reservoir H River H State(s) H Key fact \
1 Nagarjuna Sagar Krishna Telangana-— Major multipurpose irrigation
Dam Andhra Pradesh |jand hydropower project
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\No.H Dam / Reservoir H River H State(s) H Key fact \
| | |border | |

Andhra Pradesh— Major hydroelectric and

2 ||Srisailam Dam Krishna . |lirrigation project; upstream of
Telangana region .
Nagarjuna Sagar

Tungabhadra Tungabhadra is a major
3 Dam Tungabhadra | Karnataka tributary of the Krishna
. . Important upper-Krishna
4 |Almatti Dam Krishna Karnataka multipurpose project
Krishna Raja i ) .
5 |/Sagara (KRYS) Cauvery/Kaveri|Karnataka Negr Mysuru; degggiited Rith
Dam Brindavan Gardens

Mettur Dam / Extremely important for

6 Stanley Reservoir Cauvery/Kaveri||Tamil Nadu :jré:?;tlon in the Cauvery

7 Idukki Perivar svstem |Kerala Famous arch dam; major
yarsy hydroelectric project

Dam/Reservoir
Located in Kerala, but its
waters are diverted toward

8 |Mullaperiyar Dam |[Periyar Kerala . :
perty y Tamil Nadu; important
interstate issue
. Major irrigation reservoir in
9 |Somasila Dam Pennar/Penna |[Andhra Pradesh :
the Penna basin
Major hydroelectric project;
10 ||Koyna Dam Koyna Maharashtra Koyna is a tributary of
Krishna
Questions and answes to the previous day’s daily quiz: The African _
country which sponsored the resolution for the ‘Equal Earth projection’ 09S9. Quiz
and the lone nation to vote against it. Ans: Togo and U.S.A. respectively
2. The name for the scientific study of maps and the principal agency in 1. Equal Earth Projection: Togo

India responsible for all national map publications. Ans: Cartography and and the United States
the Survey of India

3. Name given to the network of latitude and longitude lines on a map or
globe. Ans: Graticule

4. The Prime Meridian passes through five African countries. Two of them African Group.

are Togo and Ghana. Name three. Ans: Algeria, Burkina Faso and Mali « The UN General Assembly
5. The remote point in the South Pacific, formally called the oceanic pole of adopted it on 4 September 2026 by
inaccessibility. Ans: Point Nemo

e Togo introduced the “Correct
the Map” resolution on behalf of the

164 votes in favour, with six
abstentions.

e The United States of America was the only country to vote against it.

e The resolution encourages equal-area projections, including the Equal Earth projection, but
does not legally mandate one projection.

o Developed in 2018, Equal Earth preserves the proportional areas of continents and reduces
the area distortion associated with the Mercator projection.

2. Cartography and the Survey of India
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e Cartography is the science, art and technology of preparing, designing, interpreting and
studying maps.

e |tinvolves scale, symbols, projections, direction, spatial data and the representation of
geographical features.

e India’s principal national mapping agency is the Survey of India, functioning under the
Department of Science and Technology.

e Established in 1767, itis India’s oldest scientific department.

e |t prepares base maps, topographical data, political maps and other geospatial products
required for administration, planning, development and national security.

e Its Open Series Maps are available for public developmental and educational use.

3. Graticule

e A graticule is the network formed by parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude on a
globe or map.

o Parallels extend east—west and identify angular distance north or south of the Equator.

e Meridians extend between the geographical poles and indicate angular distance east or west
of the Prime Meridian.

e Their intersections provide the geographical coordinates of particular locations.

e A graticule is different from a projected map grid expressed through linear measurements
such as metres.

e |ts appearance changes according to the map projection because Earth’s curved surface
must be represented on a flat plane.

4. Prime Meridian in Africa

e The Prime Meridian, designated as 0° longitude, passes through five countries in mainland
Africa.

e From north to south, these are Algeria, Mali, Burkina Faso, Togo and Ghana.

e Therefore, apart from Togo and Ghana, the required countries are Algeria, Burkina Faso
and Mali.

e Globally, the meridian also crosses the United Kingdom, France and Spain before entering
Africa and ultimately continues towards Antarctica.

e |t serves as the reference line for measuring longitude eastward and westward.

e The meridian is historically associated with the Royal Observatory at Greenwich in London
and the Greenwich time-reference system.

5. Point Nemo

e Point Nemo is the oceanic pole of inaccessibility—the location in the ocean situated farthest
from any land.
It lies in the South Pacific Ocean at approximately 48°52.6° South and 123°23.6° West.

e ltis nearly 2,688 kilometres from each of its closest land points: Ducie Island, Motu Nui and
Maher Island near Antarctica.

e |ts name refers to Captain Nemo, the fictional mariner in Jules Verne’s Twenty Thousand
Leagues Under the Sea.

e Point Nemo is not an island or visible structure; it is a mathematically determined
geographical coordinate in the open ocean.

GS Paper Il: Polity 01 September 2026
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09S9 \ PAC flags failure to transfer ¥9,222 cr. in cess collections
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PAC & ¥9,222 #J13 & 3YHT HIE P gEAIARA e A [A%erdl I Rar sdars

09S9

SC presses Odisha to decide on Dara Singh plea for remission

Fated =TT 7 2T & R AT F gor J g i MiAwr w Avkr ad # e

09S9

Centre steps away from row over Hindu group’s visit to Eiffel Tower

feg woE & vftha et ek 1 A Rame & g TR A g 718

09S9
issue

Tribal Affairs Ministry under pressure from ‘Modani’, says Congress on Gram Sabha

AT THT & A T FIEAT 5 Fg1, HANANT F FATT ‘ANGTAr FEaa A ¢

09S9

U.P. judge awards 23rd death penalty in past five months
I Y& F warareiier F R aie 7dal & 234 Fegds A gor garg

09S9

India-Japan defence cooperation breaks new ground

STRA-SITITeT T&TT WEAT o TS STH T IR Y

PAC flags failure to
transfer 39,222 cr.
in cess collections

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC) on Tuesday
expressed concern over
the reported failure to
transfer cess and levy col-
lections to designated re-
serve funds, with members
questioning the Union Fi-
nance Ministry’s explana-
tion on the issue and reiter-
ating earlier
recommendations  that
such collections be used
only for the purposes for
which they were raised.

According to an audit
examination for 2024-25,
9,222 crore collected
through various cesses and
levies was not transferred
to four designated reserve
funds during the year. The
findings form part of Para-
graph 3.3.1 of the Comp-
troller and Auditor Gener-
al’s (CAG’s) Report No. 6 of
2026.

According to sources,
PAC chairperson and se-
nior Congress leader K.C.
Venugopal said the issue
had already been flagged
by the committee in its 69
report, tabled in August
2023. The report had re-
commended scientific as-
sessments of the amount

K.C. Venugopal

and duration of cess collec-
tions, periodic reviews to
evaluate whether intended
objectives had  been
achieved, and regular
crediting of cess proceeds
to reserve funds. Ignoring
the directions of the PAC,
which is a parliamentary
standing committee, con-
stitutes an insult to Parlia-
ment, Mr. Venugopal said.

‘Taken from everyone’
He further argued that cess
collections should be util-
ised for the purposes for
which they are raised and
not to finance the govern-
ment’s budgetary deficit. It
is an amount collected
from everyone, whether
they are income tax payees
or not, from the middle-
class to the poor, Mr. Venu-
gopal pointed out.

09S9. PAC flags failure to transfer 9,222 cr. in
cess collections

PAC o 9,222 FUS & 3UHT HIE hY gEdid e
% H Awaar . Rar sarg

e The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) on
Tuesday expressed concern over the reported failure to
transfer cess and levy collections to designated reserve
funds, with members questioning the Union Finance
Ministry’s explanation on the issue and reiterating earlier
recommendations that such collections be used only for the
purposes for which they were raised.

e T |fAfT (PAC) & HITedR &l 3UY 3R Yok A IIed
TIIE 1 TR IR Aftay J geaiaRa &= F Fia
fawherdT IR FRidT saerd 6, Siafen et of 50 qeg WH
Tt HATERT & TISEHIOT I HATT 331U 3T 379611 el
FawmRel Y ST 3 WA g T IYANT haol 3oal 3ecaT
& forT TR ST TnfeT, e v 378 v fRar s §

e According to an audit examination for 2024-25,
9,222 crore collected through various cesses and levies
was not transferred to four designated reserve funds during
the year.

2024-25 & AGT-N&T0T TH&T0T & 377AR, fafdieet 3Tt 3R
Yool & HTETH U Uehd fohT 7T 9,222 FUF T aY oh GRIeT
IR eiRT 3Rfaa ARt & geaaRa =8 o aram|

e The findings form part of Paragraph 3.3.1 of the

Comptroller and Auditor General’s (CAG’s) Report No. 6 of
2026.

Y fashy fAgas vg #Agra@T qdiaTs (CAG) $r 2026 Y Rule
HE&AT 6 F AT 3.3.1 T REAT L

e According to sources, PAC chairperson and senior
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Congress leader K.C. Venugopal said the issue had already been flagged by the committee
in its 69th report, tabled in August 2023.

AT o 3TER, PAC & 3716087 3R aRes Hiahg w1dr & 41, Jupendrer = et o Tfafd a sered
2023 # 9er &1 a1$ 379er 698t RUYE H 38 Heg I ggel & YWifehd T |

e The report had recommended scientific assessments of the amount and duration of cess
collections, periodic reviews to evaluate whether intended objectives had been achieved, and
regular crediting of cess proceeds to reserve funds.

R 7 3w warg it A 3R 3rafer &1 dafors smarersr, fuiRa Segeat S wiitd @1 Heiwe
Fl & [T THI-THT X GHETT TAT 393 F greg i a1 3Rfaa Afoy & Fafaa & a s
FTe T FAwIREr fir 715 2AY|

e Ignoring the directions of the PAC, which is a parliamentary standing committee, constitutes
an insult to Parliament, Mr. Venugopal said.

A qupaaTer = el fh PAC & fordeit Y arerealt, St veh Facdrr wurl afaifa B, wwe &1 sraanT
gl

‘Taken from everyone’

it ¥ forar ar=ar

e He further argued that cess collections should be utilised for the purposes for which
they are raised and not to finance the government’s budgetary deficit.

3ogiel AP dh T&T o 3USRT UG 1 39T 361 365231 o forv fovar s anfew, foaas forw
3o U fhaT ATaT &, o fof TIHR & o1 11 &) faauifta & & v

e Itis an amount collected from everyone, whether they are income tax payees or not, from the
middle class to the poor, Mr. Venugopal pointed out.

Y JUEENITe F I o g O AR § S Wl F v Ay ST, =R A ITAHEAT 8 AT A,

SC presses Odisha to
decide on Dara Singh
plea for remission

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday pulled up the Od-
isha government over the
delay in deciding the re-
mission petition of mis-
sionary Graham Staines
murder convict Dara Singh
and cautioned that it
would summon State offi-
cials if the Sentence Re-
view Board failed to take a
decision within 10 days.

Staines and his sons,
aged six and 10, were
sleeping in their vehicle
parked outside a church
when a mob set it on fire
and prevented them from
escaping.

Posting Singh’s petition
for hearing on September
17, a Bench of Justices Ma-
noj Misra and Vijay Bishnoi
said the government could
not continue to defer a de-
cision. “You cannot avoid
taking a decision. You have
to decide one way or the
other. For two years, you
have been delaying the de-
cision. Otherwise, we will
summon your Secretary or
whoever is in charge right
now,” the Bench said.

During the hearing, the
counsel appearing for the
government sought a four-
week adjournment and
said the State’s decision
would be conveyed on the

next date of hearing.

The Bench, however, ex-
pressed displeasure over
the continued delay, point-
ing out that in its August 19
order it had already direct-
ed the State to take a call
on the remission plea.

‘Pending decision’

“Last time also, you sought
time. Convey your deci-
sion. We had specifically
said you would take a deci-
sion by the next date...
Why are you unnecessarily
seeking an adjournment?
You can’t keep this linger-
ing like this,” the Bench
said, noting that a decision
had been pending for over
two years.

The State’s counsel as-
sured the Bench that a de-
cision would be taken by
the next hearing and that
the Advocate-General of
Odisha would be present
to assist the court.

The court accordingly
posted the case for hearing
on September 17 and di-
rected the State to inform it
of the decision taken on
the remission plea.

Singh is serving life sen-
tences in two other cases

TN T essmswwEs - 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
in 2007. The convictions [+ ESET TG ELGI T (HEEN 1]
were upheld by the High S@ ITHT VNG g K kP78 1
e : patrioticias.in

Court in 2022 and, in one
of the cases, by the Su-
preme Court in 2023.

ALY T3 @ AR INET TF |

09S9. SC presses Odishato decide on Dara Singh plea
for remission

Fafed AR A A3 § R g F 7o A ge A
gt W Aol o &1 &gT

e The Supreme Court on Tuesday pulled up the Odisha
government over the delay in deciding the remission petition of
missionary Graham Staines murder convict Dara Singh and cautioned
that it would summon State officials if the Sentence Review Board
failed to take a decision within 10 days.

Halea AT o HITAAR T AR ATEH Tewd Y g7 F &l gRT
g &1 ToT 7 Tt AR W A0 o 7 &3 T o Jifsa
WHR F FehR T9ME 3R Iara=ir &1 for afe Tom aefem a5 10 =t &
TR 0T ot 7 Tawhel @1, df 98 T & ATRARIRIGT Y dola HLm|

e Staines and his sons, aged six and 10, were sleeping in their
vehicle parked outside a church when a mob set it on fire and
prevented them from escaping.

Tl 3R 37 B AR 10 T AiY 31 F T = & F16T TS 379 aTged A
TR A, TN v s F 3T TeT A9 &Y 31T 37 9Ty I (e e
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e Posting Singh’s petition for hearing on September 17, a Bench of Justices Manoj Misra and
Vijay Bishnoi said the government could not continue to defer a decision.

mmﬂﬁmﬁmaﬁrﬁmmméaﬁr%ﬁﬁ?aﬁmﬁmaﬁﬂmaﬁgaﬂé%ﬁw
Heeeer Yl §U g o THR FoTa i ST erer w1t Fehelt|

e “You cannot avoid taking a decision. You have to decide one way or the other. For two years,
you have been delaying the decision. Otherwise, we will summon your Secretary or whoever
is in charge right now,” the Bench said.

913 o T, “HTT fAvh A @ a9 7€ A | 3mIH! R 7 e add & faoty d=r & gem &
ast @ ama froter 3 &8 v 1 &1 3w, & 3o wfva ar 3w e ot off worrd € 3% e
FaEN

e During the hearing, the counsel appearing for the government sought a four week
adjournment and said the State’s decision would be conveyed on the next date of hearing.

FeAdTS & SRIeT THR T A A ST ITGFAT o1 TR HCATE FT T HIMM 3R gl foh To
1 0T 37T FeTaTs T ARG O ST ST |

e The Bench, however, expressed displeasure over the continued delay, pointing out that in its
August 19 order it had already directed the State to take a call on the remission plea.

graltfen, 9I& of SR 81 T8 &3 OR ITHAIY care foham 3R gt o 38T 19 39T & 379aT 3T
H T &1 T8 &7 T H T Y A1 W Ao 3 o1 fder ez &)

‘Pending decision’

e “Last time also, you sought time. Convey your decision. We had specifically said you would
take a decision by the next date... Why are you unnecessarily seeking an adjournment? You
can’t keep this lingering like this,” the Bench said, noting that a decision had been pending for
over two years.

s o hgl, “Rrorel IR 3t 3T TAT AT AT 3797 fA0TT TA80| g TASC T A gl AT 76
3T 31Tl TR d AT oo, 3T 19T T A TYI F41 AT I 82 31T 50 59 g
dfad 78 W@ gFA|” N5 o Ig ot &hgr ok fAofy oY ast & s gaw @ dfaa &

e The State’s counsel assured the Bench that a decision would be taken by the next hearing
and that the Advocate-General of Odisha would be present to assist the court.

U & TG o OIS I 3MRaTeT 12T & 3rarelt Yerar$ as farotar forar sirwen 3k aifEen &
HAeTRGaFdT =TT I TerIdr & forv 3ufeua @

e The court accordingly posted the case for hearing on September 17 and directed the State to
inform it of the decision taken on the remission plea.

T o TSR HHS i 17 e ! orars o fov Feliaee fvam 3R T & g & ge
&t T W farw v Aok @ 38 sraerd we &1 fAder feam

e Singh is serving life sentences in two other cases in which he was convicted in 2007.
g Y 31T AT & IS 1ae FREH Y HAT F1e 6T 8, T8 38 2007 F ST SeI—T 7347 27|

e The convictions were upheld by the High Court in 2022 and, in one of the cases, by the
Supreme Court in 2023.

3 QTGS &l 3TF w1 o 2022 & 3R 314 ¥ U AFe 7 Hafod ~aaeg & 2023 &
TR @ A7
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Centre steps away from row over
Hindu group’s visit to Eiffel Tower

Religious group’s alleged ‘anti-women’ demands during visit to the iconic tower snowballs into a political row in France;

Govt. says it is a ‘matter between the entities involved’; PM Modi inaugurated the BAPS Temple in Paris virtually recently

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he government on

Tuesday faced

questions over its
links to a religious group
whose allegedly “anti-wo-
men” demands caused the
iconic Eiffel Tower in Paris
to shut down for a day,
leading to a major political
row in France. Paris city of-
ficials have begun a formal
inquiry, and the Hindu
group, known as BAPS, de-
nied making any demands
to “limit interactions” with
women employees at the
tower.

The shutdown came a
day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurat-
ed a temple built by BAPS
(Bochasanwasi Akshar Pu-
rushottam Swaminarayan
Sanstha) in a Paris suburb.
In a 10-minute virtual ad-
dress, Mr. Modi had called
the construction a “new
chapter” in India-France
cultural relations. The Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
the Prime Minister often
addressed such events and
India was not involved in
the controversy.

According to officials
managing the Eiffel Tower,

Saffron Seine: Hindu monks of the BAPS group take partin a

religious ceremony in front of the Eiffel Tower in Paris. Arp

BAPS leaders, who were in
Paris for the temple’s in-
auguration,  specifically
asked for women em-
ployees to be moved out of
sight of the delegation of
monks, particularly their
93-year-old leader. The un-
ion of the Eiffel Tower em-
ployees, which called the
one-day strike in solidarity
with female colleagues,
said the women, who had
been replaced by men at
certain posts, were in-
structed not to cross cer-
tain areas while the delega-
tion was present.

“We are aware of the
opening of a temple by the
BAPS Sanstha in the Paris

area. As to the issue per-
taining to the Tower, this is
a matter purely between
the entities [BAPS and the
Eiffel Tower authorities]
concerned,” Ministry spo-
kesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said.

To a question from The
Hindu on whether the go-
vernment has asked BAPS
for an explanation of its al-
leged demand to deny wo-
men employees access to
parts of the Eiffel Tower or
whether it would now dis-
tance itself from the group,
Mr. Jaiswal said that it was
a “common practice” for
the Prime Minister to “con-
vey his good wishes” on

such occasions, and there
would be no comment.

Earlier this year, India’s
Ambassador to France,
Sanjeev Singla, had spoken
at a ceremony for the tem-
ple. India’s Ambassador to
UNESCO, Vishal Verma,
praised the BAPS group in
a social media post on
Tuesday and said his wife
had participated in the
“shilanyas” or stone-laying
ceremony of the temple in
2022.

BAPS issues denial
In written responses to The
Hindu, BAPS denied hav-
ing made the requests.
“We want to be unequi-
vocally clear: this coordi-
nation was undertaken
purely as a matter of opera-
tional courtesy and logis-
tics to ensure a smooth vi-
sit for a large group
without inconveniencing
the Tower’s employees or
the public,” BAPS, France,
said pointing out that the
delegation had more than
100 members. “It was nev-
er, at any point, intended
as a request rooted in gen-
der, and any suggestion to
the contrary does not re-
flect the spirit or values of
our fellowship or the dele-

gation,” it added, insisting
that BAPS did not know
about the denial of access
to anyone.

However, the
women employees had
said earlier that they were
made to feel “invisible”.

French right-wing and
centrist Opposition leaders
criticised the [Emmanuel]
Macron government for
the incident and demand-
ed an explanation. “In
France, we do not ask wo-
men to erase themselves.
No dogma, no religion is
above the laws of the Repu-
blic,” France’s Equality Mi-
nister Aurore Berge said.

Several French com-
mentators questioned the
reasons behind the group’s
influence, pointing to the
BAPS temple in the U.S.
that faced legal cases after
the Federal Bureau of in-
vestigation accused the
group of labour code
violations.

0On Monday, Paris Mayor
Emmanuel Gregoire or-
dered an inquiry into the
incident, while Ariel Weil,
president of tower opera-
tor SETE, issued an
apology.

(With inputs from Sriram
Lakshman in London)

09S9. Centre steps away from row over Hindu group’s visit to Eiffel Tower

¥g w9 & vfver cfav R # aa ag ¥ g @R A gt a8

e The government on Tuesday faced questions over its links to a religious group whose
allegedly “anti-women” demands caused the iconic Eiffel Tower in Paris to shut down for a
day, leading to a major political row in France.

HITGIAR T TR A Teh UTTHE THE o TTY 38eh HaIT Sl ofehd FaTel IS 1T, TSgehT hide
“FigaT-RR” AR & FROT IR F Ffafsd vithd elaX FI T & & foT 5 atar 931 31k
W H Teh 3T TsTellidieh [aaTe 3cdesT gl a1aT|

o Paris city officials have begun a formal inquiry, and the Hindu group, known as BAPS, denied
making any demands to “limit interactions” with women employees at the tower.

ARH 26X o JTRIRGT A JHoTRen Sirer Y& A& 8 3R BAPS & &A1 F TgaT= o arel féig

THE o <) H Afgell HaaRat & G “Guh WAT " T IS AT el T FoTehR AT T |
e The shutdown came a day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a temple built by

BAPS (Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha) in a Paris suburb.

g SE TUTAFHAT 714G AGY GaRT URA & Teh 391K 7 BAPS (ST 37T J&N T
FAAIARTIOT FEAT) EINT AT HEI HT Se@ee T sffe & Teh &t e g3
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In a 10-minute virtual address, Mr. Modi had called the construction a “new chapter” in India-
France cultural relations.

10 TA=TE & Ueh T3 HateraT 7 A1 AET o 5 H10T Bl SRA-SH Wiep foreh Harell 3 “vwah o7am
AT FAT AT

The External Affairs Ministry said the Prime Minister often addressed such events and India
was not involved in the controversy.

TR HATST o gt o T AR VW FRIHHAT S TNTAT Fd & 3R R 59 faarg &
QAT AT B

According to officials managing the Eiffel Tower, BAPS leaders, who were in Paris for the
temple’s inauguration, specifically asked for women employees to be moved out of sight of
the delegation of monks, particularly their 93-year-old leader.

b el ST &l Yt s aTel TR & 3TER, HfeX & 3e@re & fov aRa & #Hisfe BAPS
A3 o T & & Afgem HAmRT hr @eg3it & v s, @raent 3o 93 adffy aar, Hr
g & geret & oI et Tl

The union of the Eiffel Tower employees, which called the one-day strike in solidarity with
female colleagues, said the women, who had been replaced by men at certain posts, were
instructed not to cross certain areas while the delegation was present.

TTthel TIaR o HAATRAT & T, T Afgem Tgaiaal & Tada &7 v g gsdrer F1 3Medre
foram &7, & gt o6 o et o’ qRt ganT st &1 a1 Afgansit w1 sfafafissa i wiseah
& SRIT Fo 1T BT IR o Xt T forcier feam arar 2|

“We are aware of the opening of a temple by the BAPS Sanstha in the Paris area. As to the
issue pertaining to the Tower, this is a matter purely between the entities [BAPS and the Eiffel
Tower authorities] concerned,” Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said.

FHATCRT & JderdT TR SITI|aTe o &gl ‘g4 URA 819 H BAPS HET GaRT Ueh A & 3¢dTesT
¥ 31991 ¢ STgT e TlaR A Haiftie e T 99T &, g U e HaTard FEA13HT [BAPS 3R ufther
TaR TfetoT] & oI &1 AT g1

To a question from The Hindu on whether the government has asked BAPS for an
explanation of its alleged demand to deny women employees access to parts of the Eiffel
Tower or whether it would now distance itself from the group, Mr. Jaiswal said that it was a
“‘common practice” for the Prime Minister to “convey his good wishes” on such occasions, and
there would be no comment.

& e 38 YT WX foh &1 EXhR o Afgel el 1 Tithel Tlek & o leedl & yaer & afed
T T 3T AT HIT & HEE H BAPS W FISERI0T AT § AT FT 3 I8 38 g & g
AT, A STIETe o Hel foh W 3Rt I TTAHAT SaRT “YHFTHAE sqFd FIAT Toh
“FHAT T4 § 3R 39 W &g feoqoft g7 fr sreef|

Earlier this year, India’s Ambassador to France, Sanjeev Singla, had spoken at a ceremony
for the temple.

S Y T QR3TTA A, B & HR & Tolgd Helta FATem o #eT & veh GARNE H Farere foha o]
India’s Ambassador to UNESCO, Vishal Verma, praised the BAPS group in a social media

post on Tuesday and said his wife had participated in the “shilanyas” or stone-laying
ceremony of the temple in 2022.

oITh! H HRA & ToTee faemrer aal o HareraR 1 |Irer ASAT I Th I H BAPS HeHg
TRIT ST 3R gl foh 3TehT Teait of 2022 F AfR & “RIA=Ira” AT ITURRAT T@ & ARG H
arar foram &)

BAPS issues denial
BAPS o frar @sa
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In written responses to The Hindu, BAPS denied having made the requests.
g féq  fafld Stare 7 BAPS o Ty A fahw Sie & geteh o

“We want to be unequivocally clear: this coordination was undertaken purely as a matter of
operational courtesy and logistics to ensure a smooth visit for a large group without
inconveniencing the Tower’s employees or the public,” BAPS, France, said pointing out that
the delegation had more than 100 members.

SiE FEUT BAPS o #gT, “§H TISC &9 § &gell UTed & 1o Ig FH-aY U e TRaTeeT fRIserar
3R SATEATITT ITaRIFATIHT & el AT 4T AT, AR 100 A 31Tk HeFT arel 93 HHg o A
ﬁw*ﬁmmmmﬁﬂﬁm@mmwwﬁmﬁﬁl”

“It was never, at any point, intended as a request rooted in gender, and any suggestion to the

contrary does not reflect the spirit or values of our fellowship or the delegation,” it added,
insisting that BAPS did not know about the denial of access to anyone.

3T 3119 g, “fondlr o TS STHT 3T foiar-3menfa Aver e w1gT 41 3R 38 faudia #ig
o g §AR Heraot a1 yfafRAfRIsser it sraer srar et @1 gfafefae et aar,” 3SR aax
el Toh BAPS & fohdll &bl 92 & afdd kT SiTet T STTeTehRY sTar 2T

However, the women employees had said earlier that they were made to feel “invisible”.
gTellich, ARG HaTATRAT = Tgel el AT foh 3¢ “3rgeq” HgGH 4T 17|

French right-wing and centrist Opposition leaders criticised the [Emmanuel] Macron
government for the incident and demanded an explanation.

S 3 STEIOTIT 3R HeTAT faualt ATt & SH Teel I A [gHTqTd] HAhT TER A
3TN &Y 3R TISEHROT Y 79T FI|

“In France, we do not ask women to erase themselves. No dogma, no religion is above the
laws of the Republic,” France’s Equality Minister Aurore Berge said.

SHIET T FHATTCT HAT AT ToF o7 T, “Thie 7 g AT & T &l e & o ToIv 78T hgd |
IS 3 AT AT 3 ORI & FeTeAl § FOR AGT 817

Several French commentators questioned the reasons behind the group’s influence, pointing
to the BAPS temple in the U.S. that faced legal cases after the Federal Bureau of
Investigation accused the group of labour code violations.

&% I FEoqoliehRT o HHg & TTa & FRON I el 370 3N 3ANET 7 ffad BAPS #feX
T Seord foha, A FEr Sl s SaRT Wefg IR A Wil oh Seeltlal T RIT oI ST &
STE; Shls]eit HTHeT ST HTHAT AT TST AT

On Monday, Paris Mayor Emmanuel Gregoire ordered an inquiry into the incident, while Ariel
Weil, president of tower operator SETE, issued an apology.

HIHAAR &1 AR & AT FATCA PRI A TAT hY SIe T A T, STeifeh Slay Hereleh SETE
% 3regeT eI dier F AT SIRY S|
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Tribal Affairs Ministry under
pressure from ‘Modani’, says
Congress on Gram Sabha issue

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Slamming the Tribal Af-
fairs Ministry’s assertion
that the Forest Rights Act
“has no provision” for
seeking Gram Sabha con-
sent while diverting forest
land for non-forest purpos-
es, the Congress on Tues-
day asked if the Centre was
“under pressure from the
Modani  conglomerate”
and other mining interests,
in a reference to Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi and
the Adani group.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said
that this “shocking stance”
of the Ministry reflected a
“serious misunderstand-
ing of the law and an abdi-
cation of the Ministry’s
statutory responsibility”.

“The FRA clearly desig-
nates the Tribal Affairs Mi-
nistry as the nodal minis-
try for implementing the
law, and therefore, for pro-
tecting the rights it guaran-
tees,” Mr. Ramesh said.

Jairam Ramesh

The Ministry’s attempt
to distance itself from its
responsibility would
“make a mockery of the
law and of the communi-
ties it was enacted to pro-
tect”, he added.

This comes a day after
The Hindu reported that
the Tribal Affairs Ministry
had told the Power Minis-
try that the 2006 law has
“no provision for obtaining
consent of the Gram Sabha
for forest clearance”, ad-
ding that “such matters”
related to Gram Sabha con-
sent “do not fall under the
purview of the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs”. This was
conveyed to the Power Mi-

nistry on August 31, during
deliberations over how
Gram Sabha consent had
become a “bottleneck” for
government projects.

Mr. Ramesh, however,
said the requirement of
complying with sections of
the Forest Rights Act for
any diversion of forest land
for non-forest purposes
has been repeatedly reiter-
ated by both the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs and the Mi-
nistry of Environment,
Forests, and Climate
Change. He cited a 2012
communication from the
Tribal Affairs Ministry to
the States, a 2018 dialogue
it had with the Environ-
ment Ministry, replies in
Parliament by the Environ-
ment Ministry, and the go-
vernment’s Van Sanraksh-
an Evam Samvardhan
Rules, 2023, to show that
FRA compliance and a no-
objection certificate from
the concerned Gram Sabha
have long been considered
as mandatory require-
ments to divert forest land.

09S9. Tribal Affairs Ministry under pressure from ‘Modani’, says Congress on
Gram Sabhaissue

AT FHT & HGE T FAN A FeT, AAAAT FI FHATAT ‘AN F Gaa 7 §

e Slamming the Tribal Affairs Ministry’s assertion that the Forest Rights Act “has no
provision” for seeking Gram Sabha consent while diverting forest land for non-forest
purposes, the Congress on Tuesday asked if the Centre was “under pressure from the
Modani conglomerate” and other mining interests, in a reference to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the Adani group.

SIS HT FATCE o $H HYT BT HTelrdAT I §U b I-arfeiehr 3egeat & forw o1 offd &
YT HT Teold THT ATH THT T AT et & o0 aef FASPR AARTH &7 g yraener 7g
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€, I o HITTAR ol HalTel foha foh T she; AL “HiTel HHg” 3R 317 Welel fgail & aara &
¢, Torea gerers= =g Ay 3R 331 ogg T HeleT feam g
Congress general secretary Jairam Ramesh said that this “shocking stance” of the Ministry

reflected a “serious misunderstanding of the law and an abdication of the Ministry’s statutory
responsibility”.

I AT ST TR 7 gl o HATeIT 1 T “Tlehlel dTell TE” “hlefat T I el HHS
3R Frery 1 enfars e & fsg@ar 1 guiar g

“The FRA clearly designates the Tribal Affairs Ministry as the nodal ministry for implementing
the law, and therefore, for protecting the rights it guarantees,” Mr. Ramesh said.

AT TAA A FgT, “FRA TISC &Y H ST I HATI ! hlefel oh hrdleddel & [oIT AlSer
HATer 3R 3ATAT, 38 GarT AT FohT 7T 3ITAISHRT T 6T & fAIT eer Harerd & §9 &
AT AT 1

The Ministry’s attempt to distance itself from its responsibility would “make a mockery of the
law and of the communities it was enacted to protect”, he added.

3egiel 31T gl foh HATET SaRT 3T FSFAGRY & g Sieilel T A “Shiefed 3R 3o Fagerat
3UGTH ST &1, foieTehr 38T & forw 58 rffaafaa fohar arar am)”

This comes a day after The Hindu reported that the Tribal Affairs Ministry had told the Power
Ministry that the 2006 law has “no provision for obtaining consent of the Gram Sabha for
forest clearance”, adding that “such matters” related to Gram Sabha consent “do not fall
under the purview of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs”.

IE STl & f8q GaRT Ueh f&aT Ugel FehrfRIcT 38 RUIC & dle AMHe 1S &, Tores aaran ar ot foh
mmmﬁwmﬁmm%zooa & FIT H “TeT FIPIA & forw o
HHT Y HeATY UTT HIA FT HIS TG A6t &7, 3R Ig ot Fgr a1 i a7y gam Hr agafa &
HId “UH AHC “SAAAAT HR HATT & AR &1 F g1 A1

This was conveyed to the Power Ministry on August 31, during deliberations over how Gram
Sabha consent had become a “bottleneck” for government projects.

g STl 31 TEC T fAe Gl HATCIT &l 38 GRIeT ST 318 AN, ST 36 STl IR faaR-faaeh =rer 11
AT o I WHT Y WEATa PR IRIASTAT3 & T 5T YR T “arem” 57 15 B

Mr. Ramesh, however, said the requirement of complying with sections of the Forest Rights
Act for any diversion of forest land for non-forest purposes has been repeatedly reiterated by
both the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and the Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate
Change.

gleilieh, AT 12T o et foh AX-arfarehr 3ageal & forw oot o1fd & fanelt oft uiter aRactet & Arer
A ot HAFR AT T IR T HeTTT e T AT T STAoAIC T HId HITT TUT
TATeROT, JaF 3R STerary aRdciel HATer, Slell SaRT IR-AR GIe T a1 g

He cited a 2012 communication from the Tribal Affairs Ministry to the States, a 2018 dialogue
it had with the Environment Ministry, replies in Parliament by the Environment Ministry, and
the government’s Van Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan Rules, 2023, to show that FRA
compliance and a no objection certificate from the concerned Gram Sabha have long been
considered as mandatory requirements to divert forest land.

3ogiel STASATAT IR HATCT GaRT T2l &l 2012 F At ITT Teh I, GATG0T HATST & A1 2018
# §U HaTG, THTEROT FATTT SIRT e A QU 1T 3R 3R TER & I TIET0T 0F Haehot e,
2023 FT 3eoid HId §U el o FRA T HeTdTeret 3R He e I1a Tl § HeAa ey mor-o
(NOC) el HI ¥ a1 ${fA & 3T aRaciet & forw 3ifeard smaeaehdd A STl W@ 81
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U.P. judge awards
23rd death penalty
in past five months

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Stating that he would rath-
er “die” than be labelled a
“coward”, Muzaffarnagar
additional district and ses-
sions judge Ravi Kumar Di-
wakar, who has handed
down 22 death sentences
in past five months, on
Monday awarded another
death sentence in a dowry-
murder case, taking the to-
tal to 23.

The judge had been in
the spotlight earlier, nota-
bly after he allowed a sur-
vey of the Gyanvapi mos-
que premises in Varanasi
in 2022.

In the latest death sen-
tence, issued on Septem-
ber 7, the judge convicted
Mohd. Nadeem of murder-
ing his wife, Shahzadi, by
pouring kerosene on her

and setting her ablaze in
July 2018. Describing the
killing as “extremely brutal
and barbaric”, the court
held that the offence fell
within the “rarest of rare”
category warranting capi-
tal punishment.

Several prosecution wit-
nesses, including Shahza-
di’s parents, turned hostile
during the trial and denied
allegations of dowry de-
mands and cruelty. The
court, however, relied on
the dying declaration of
the deceased and held that
the same established Na-
deem’s role in the killing.

Going beyond the facts
of the case, Mr. Diwakar, in
the conviction order,
raised concerns over the
alleged influence of the
mafia and gangsters on the
judicial system, especially
in western Uttar Pradesh.

09S9. U.P. judge awards 23rd death penalty in
past five months

3 U & grareier of Ao 9w AT & 2341
HeIES Y Woll GoI1$

e Stating that he would rather “die” than be labelled a
“coward”, Muzaffarnagar additional district and sessions
judge Ravi Kumar Diwakar, who has handed down 22 death
sentences in past five months, on Monday awarded another

death sentence in a dowry murder case, taking the total to 23.

FE el §U o IE “FET Fgellel & Tl AT TS HI,
HIFAIAIR o JTARFT FoTer vd T waramedier I FAR
feara, foegier oo afa At 7 22 Feges &1 gt Fa$ &,
o HIHAR Y EgoT 6T o Teh HIH H Ueh IR HeI&s Y Tl
TS, TSTad ool HEAT 23 81 S|

e The judge had been in the spotlight earlier, notably

after he allowed a survey of the Gyanvapi mosque premises
in Varanasi in 2022.

“arareier ggo Y T A @ O, AT & F I F9 Idia 2022
A aRIoTH e FAerardt #Af¥ere aRwR 3 qdator 1 3egAfT &
ofr|

e In the latest death sentence, issued on September 7,
the judge convicted Mohd. Nadeem of murdering his wife,
Shahzadi, by pouring kerosene on her and setting her ablaze
in July 2018.

7 TR &Y oTTS TS ANATH IS 1 T 3 =Areler & FgFag 7LWT &1 s 2018 F
3YaAT Teatt AFATAT X FHCTEN T deT STeley 38 39T o gdTel el 3R 3T §T et T grar

SeXT|

o Describing the killing as “extremely brutal and barbaric”, the court held that the offence fell
within the “rarest of rare” category warranting capital punishment.

§T &1 “IHedd FT AR T I ESIRICE o HIAT T3 TE ITRTET “GeIstarsr { golsr” Aol
31 &, TSIt Fcges feam et 3T B

e Several prosecution witnesses, including Shahzadi’s parents, turned hostile during the trial
and denied allegations of dowry demands and cruelty.

rgITel & ATT-Rar @it HASrer var & F3 7aTe GoAars & R 39 I a1 § HAT 7T
3R @S Y AT TYT FIAT o IR I AR FhT|

e The court, however, relied on the dying declaration of the deceased and held that the same
established Nadeem'’s role in the killing.

gTellich, ~ATRATeIT o FAHT & HeJ-Id TITT I ST Foham AR AT 7o 3a& goar # w1 &
AT TS gIeh B

e Going beyond the facts of the case, Mr. Diwakar, in the conviction order, raised concerns over
the alleged influence of the mafia and gangsters on the judicial system, especially in western
Uttar Pradesh.

A & 2T & 3§ §U, Y ferarehy o ghafigfer 3iméer ¥ =i cyawen o #fthar 3K
Aarret & FAT gomma, AT T F IfRgel 307 v &, HY o Riar sged H
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India-Japan defence cooperation breaks new ground
fGS I Poiity |

he August 2026 visit of Japan’s Defence

Minister Shinjiro Koizumi to India marks

an important moment in the evolution of
a partnership that has often been more
developed institutionally than operationally. The
agreements that were announced suggest that
New Delhi and Tokyo are now attempting to
connect these disparate strands into a more
coherent security relationship, having spent more
than a decade building the institutional
vocabulary of defence cooperation through
annual dialogues, the 2+2 mechanism, exercises,
logistics arrangements and defence technology
discussions.

Convergence into operational capability
This matters because the India-Japan defence
relationship has reached a stage where additional
declarations of strategic convergence have
diminishing returns. Both countries already share
concerns about coercive attempts to alter the
status quo, the security of maritime commons
and the growing militarisation of the Indo-Pacific.
The challenge has been translating these
convergences into arrangements that improve
their ability to operate together. The new
maritime framework seeks to address this issue.

The emphasis on information sharing and
Maritime Domain Awareness is significant as
India and Japan occupy critical positions at
opposite ends of the Indo-Pacific’s principal
maritime theatre. Japan's immediate security
concerns are concentrated in the East China Sea
and the waters surrounding Taiwan, while India’s
geographical position gives it a central role in the
Indian Ocean maritime space. A closer
information-sharing architecture could gradually
create a more continuous strategic picture across
these interconnected maritime spaces. The
objective is to develop greater awareness,
interoperability, and operational familiarity
between the two major maritime powers.

The discussions on naval shipbuilding may
prove equally important with an exploration of
Jjoint development in naval shipbuilding and

Harsh V. Pant

Vice-President at the
Observer Research

design by combining Japanese technological
expertise with Indian production capabilities.
There was also agreement to deepen discussions
on Japan’s use of Indian production capabilities
under the ‘Make in India’ framework and to move
towards reciprocal arrangements for ship repair
facilities. This could address a long-standing
weakness in the bilateral relationship by giving a
fillip to defence-industrial cooperation, which has
consi 1y lagged behind strategic and political

Pratnashree Basu

Associate Fellow -
Indo-Pacific

at the Observer
Research Foundation

India and Japan
are advancing a
broader
Indo-Pacific
partnership
beyond
China-centric
security
concerns

convergence.

The proposed transfer of Japan's UNICORN
integrated communications antenna system
remains the most visible symbol of this effort.
While the Japanese Ministry of Defence describes
UNICORN as the first defence equipment transfer
project between the two countries, the project
itself is not new. A memorandum of
understanding for the co-development of
UNICORN masts, involving Bharat Electronics
Limited, was signed in November 2024. The
August meeting therefore represented a further
step towards implementation rather than the
initiation of a new project. New Delhi and Tokyo
have struggled to convert their 2015 agreement
on defence equipment and technology transfer
into concrete outcomes. The commitment now to
early implementation, alongside plans to deepen
cooperation between India’s Defence Research
and Development Organisation and Japan's
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics Agency,
suggests a recognition that credibility today
depends on delivering projects rather than solely
identifying possibilities.

On exercises

Japan’s fighter aircraft are participating in the
Veer Guardian exercise in India (September 9-22,
2026) for the first time. The two sides have
agreed to increase the complexity of bilateral
exercises, integrate unmanned systems and
explore exercises organised at short notice. They
also discussed cooperation between special
operations forces and India’s future integrated
theatre commands. These initiatives point

I -SITITeT T&TT HEAT o A STHIT AR Y

Convergence into operational capability

towards a defence relationship increasingly
concerned with operational preparedness.

Before travelling to New Delhi, Mr. Koizumi
visited the Western Naval Command in Mumbai
and INS Chennai. His visit thus extended beyond
the familiar strategic geography of the Bay of
Bengal and the Strait of Malacca. The western
seaboard is central to India’s wider maritime
interests, encompassing critical sea lanes, energy
flows and India’s growing responsibilities in the
western Indian Ocean.

The broader regional context is impossible to
ignore. The joint statement reiterated opposition
to unilateral actions that impede freedom of
navigation or seek to alter the status quo through
force or coercion. Neither country needed to
name China for the strategic message to be clear.
Yet, the significance of India-Japan cooperation
lies precisely in its ability to move beyond a
China-centric agenda. Maritime security, resilient
supply chains, defence industrial capacity,
logistics and third-country cooperation are all
becoming components of a wider regional
security architecture.

Building a more resilient partnership

The visit also plugs into a broader moment of
impetus in India-Japan relations. Coming soon
after the July 2026 Annual Summit, which
expanded cooperation across economic security,
critical technologies and resilient supply chains,
the defence ministerial engagement
demonstrates that security is increasingly
intertwined with the wider strategic partnership.
Defence cooperation can provide the connective
tissue between these agendas, linking India’s
industrial capabilities and Japan’s technological
strengths while reinforcing their shared interest
in shaping a more resilient Indo-Pacific. The real
test will now be implementation. India and Japan
are building the strategic foundations, with Mr.
Koizumi's visit suggesting that both are finally
beginning to focus on the harder task, which is
converting strategic convergence into usable
capability.

The August 2026 visit of Japan’s Defence Minister Shinjiro Koizumi to India marks an
important moment in the evolution of a partnership that has often been more developed
institutionally than operationally.

ST 3 T&TT HAT RIFSRY Pl 1 31TET 2026 F HRA AT 0 ASIGRT H & faehry 7 T
HgcaqUT &T0T ¥, SiY 37 qiRETelet Tl 1 Joiell & FEUmra & & aiftrs R fa e 8

The agreements that were announced suggest that New Delhi and Tokyo are now attempting

to connect these disparate strands into a more coherent security relationship, having spent
more than a decade building the institutional vocabulary of defence cooperation through
annual dialogues, the 2+2 mechanism, exercises, logistics arrangements and defence

technology discussions.

YT FAgila Fehc &1 8 T a1 feelt 3l 2l 319 3o JreraT-37019T Ugef3it b1 Ueh TR F&HITT

T Ity 7 SISt T YA FX I8 &, FiTeh alell o aTf¥eh Farel, 2+2 @, Yo e,
AT TecHd STaEAT3T 3R T&T FeATerehT Ferely Tamsif o ATETA I T TEII9T Sl FEATTT
FTRET IR el H Teh G2 & AT TH7T fearar gl

gRETeleT & dar & HfaA|or

This matters because the India-Japan defence relationship has reached a stage where
additional declarations of strategic convergence have diminishing returns.
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€ FgcaqUT & FAiTeh SIRET-SITATeT JTT Hefer QX TROT & g 1T & STl I0TAiicieh 3TaERor &
faRea o3t & AT aTeT o1 SRTTdR & 8T ST 38T &1

Both countries already share concerns about coercive attempts to alter the status quo, the
security of maritime commons and the growing militarisation of the Indo-Paci-c.

2t 2t Y TRy et & T R ST e e T, Y T £ B TR R
RE-geid & Tod A=AHI0T 1 AT gl T & AT = &

The challenge has been translating these convergences into arrangements that improve their
ability to operate together.

Tetlcl 37 RO 1V cgaeansit & aRafcla we H @ §, St qult i e warerer
e Y &THAT H JUR F|

The new maritime framework seeks to address this issue.

TS THA TG S TATAT T FATT e T TATH el 51

The emphasis on information sharing and Maritime Domain Awareness is signiscant as India
and Japan occupy critical positions at opposite ends of the Indo-Pacisc’s principal maritime
theatre.

T FIFATHIOT AR FALY AT SRTEHAT (Maritime Domain Awareness) 9T f&am 9 Sik
HgcaqUT &, Fifeh IR 3R ST fEe-Sreiiet o Fo@ Tl &1 & al faudid ©RT W Hgeaqor
sianfore Rufaar w@d &

Japan’s immediate security concerns are concentrated in the East China Sea and the waters

surrounding Taiwan, while India’s geographical position gives it a central role in the Indian
Ocean maritime space.

STt T cATchioreh et fiamd gt =ier PR 3R ATgate & U & FHg & & Hied &,
STefeh IRl T sftanferes Pufa 39 fée AeramR & wad a1 7 A o{fFhr yert AT 8|

A closer information-sharing architecture could gradually create a more continuous strategic
picture across these interconnected maritime spaces.

TR fEfar-fer SRR ot JehaTr 81

The objective is to develop greater awareness, interoperability, and operational familiarity
between the two major maritime powers.

3R Al T WA AfFat & e 31T SeTehd, Ha-Fatereiaar 3R aReres del
aRfrdar fwfad #E gl

The discussions on naval shipbuilding may prove equally important with an exploration of joint
development in naval shipbuilding and design by combining Japanese technological expertise
with Indian production capabilities.

AP STETST forHToT R &5 Tl 87 S & FgeaquT AMferct & Fehell &, e s AdfAh
SigTeT foAToT 3R 3Srset & &1 # SIuTeY aseiihy fardtwarar 3R R 3cuteeT &7ean3if &r
AT Feh TYeFcT TR T HHTATHT T Tl AT SIT T 8 |

There was also agreement to deepen discussions on Japan'’s use of Indian production

capabilities under the ‘Make in India’ framework and to move towards reciprocal
arrangements for ship repair facilities.

AT 3T ST ST & Ted AT GINT HRATT ScUIGT STAATIT & 3TN G TTHT hY I et
AR STeTsT FCEAT QAT & fT aREaRe sqaenat S feer 3 3 aga W) o FEAfd g3

This could address a long-standing weakness in the bilateral relationship by giving a -llip to
defence-industrial cooperation, which has consistently lagged behind strategic and political
convergence.

I T&T-3iigA e HEAeT I Se1aT Sa giausNy HaUl T T ofd AT W Toll 3T T HHAANT &l
& &Y Hehel §, ST WTeiifcen R Tratehfcien 3fHRERoT ¥ orenar dies @1 &l

The proposed transfer of Japan’s UNICORN integrated communications antenna system
remains the most visible symbol of this esort.
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STt & UNICORN Tehiged HER TEIAT FOTTel & TEdTide §EcicRUT hl $H TANH T Fodl TISC

gdfieh AT ST FhaT &1

While the Japanese Ministry of Defence describes UNICORN as the erst defence equipment
transfer project between the two countries, the project itself is not new.

ST ST T T&TT HATerT UNICORN &1 STt GRiT & 1<l Igell T&TT IUF0T §EATA0T TR
& &9 F aftTq aXar &, afthet I TR €9 7S A&7 &

A memorandum of understanding for the co-development of UNICORN masts, involving
Bharat Electronics Limited, was signed in November 2024.

T STy faffes $r sl arely UNICORN ArEe & #g-faerd & forw v gasilar
AT AdeR 2024 H gEaeTRa forar arar |

The August meeting therefore represented a further step towards implementation rather than
the initiation of a new project.

SATAIT e T e TRl 7S TRAISTAT T YT & FoT1g FrITeadeT 1 i & v 3R Feo
1 yfafafica s gl

New Delhi and Tokyo have struggled to convert their 2015 agreement on defence equipment
and technology transfer into concrete outcomes.

1§ feeelt 3T XY 1 36T 3T 3R e T gEaiaRor 9X 2015 & 9= TASH T T 31T
TRoTAr 7 IRATTT F3 7 FloTS 53 &

The commitment now to early implementation, alongside plans to deepen cooperation
between India’s Defence Research and Development Organisation and Japan’s Acquisition,

Technology and Logistics Agency, suggests a recognition that credibility today depends on
delivering projects rather than solely identifying possibilities.

379 ey Frafeaet i gforagyar, T €1 R & I&T FTHUTT Ue fashg FeraeT 3R SirreT
srftrargor, TigAfErhr va dfforeaw Tord! & i FgANeT I TG HA HT AT Ig gl &
37T TAREHAIAT sherel HHATAATIN T TGTeT el o TolTd TRATSAAIIHT FT aEAfAF T § T
FA W AR FATEI

On exercises

AT It W

Japan'’s «fighter aircraft are participating in the Veer Guardian exercise in India (September 9-
22,2026) for the erst time.

ST & oI31% ATt Ggel IR R H g1t aTel @R aforareT 378 (9-22 FAcia, 2026) # #7197 o
w2l

The two sides have agreed to increase the complexity of bilateral exercises, integrate
unmanned systems and explore exercises organised at short notice.

alet wedl o gfavafir A srerat Y ST 9g=, AR Jonfort & vehiehd it 3R 3req
AT TR TS fohT SiTeT aTel 373-ATHT T HHTAATIT T Tl oMot TR FEATC eherc] 1 g |

They also discussed cooperation between special operations forces and India’s future
integrated theatre commands.

3egiot farety rfamer Fat 3R Hd i sifasy i v AT Famt & S wgaier o1 o <=l
&

These initiatives point towards a defence relationship increasingly concerned with operational
preparedness.

J Igel U &I HY FT 3R Hohdd FXAT & oAl dolt & IRETerT daiar 9 Higd &) @7 8

Before travelling to New Delhi, Mr. Koizumi visited the Western Naval Command in Mumbai
and INS Chennai.
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oS fereell T I et F Tl A sl o Hs [eyd aftash alder Far 3R srgvacy A=s
EORARRETIN

e His visit thus extended beyond the familiar strategic geography of the Bay of Bengal and the
Strait of Malacca.

SH TehR 3eTehl ATAT STl Y WIS IR ATFHT STASATHET o TR 0N el & 3mer
faFaTia g2

o The western seaboard is central to India’s wider maritime interests, encompassing critical sea
lanes, energy *ows and India’s growing responsibilities in the western Indian Ocean.

qiREH HHAT IC HRA & ST Wl feall & ToIT iy Fgea t@ar g, fows Ageaqot aaer
AT, FoAT yaTg 3R afRa# T g AR 7 7R FI sad! foFHarar enfad g
e The broader regional context is impossible to ignore.

19 YT Heet T 30eTr AGT T ST Fhdl|

e The joint statement reiterated opposition to unilateral actions that impede freedom of
navigation or seek to alter the status quo through force or coercion.

YT qFeT H W ThaThT HeAT o AV T GEAT I SiY Aldged Y TcTclT 3 STUT STefld 8
T ST 7UAT &1 & ATETH H JATTRAT T Ieolel T IIT A & |
¢ Neither country needed to name China for the strategic message to be clear.

OIS TEQT oY TUSE Flat o Forw Ty off 221 ot =fieT T AT et Y 3raeashar s1gr ot

e Yet, the significance of India-Japan cooperation lies precisely in its ability to move beyond a
China-centric agenda.

TR 87T, RA-SATITeT TEANT FT Agcd Sieh 34T I H [ATed ¢ 1o ag dIA-higd ToTs I 3T dgat 3
HeTH B

e Maritime security, resilient supply chains, defence industrial capacity, logistics and third-
country cooperation are all becoming components of a wider regional security architecture.

T G, et Jafel AwaTd, Tan siten e awvar, difafeeaw i et daf & wryr
WEANT T AT &1 GR&T ST oh Teeh selel Sff 3 8|

Building a more resilient partnership

3T aitelt IR F1 AT

e The visit also plugs into a broader moment of impetus in India-Japan relations.
Ig AT ARA-SATITT Harelt 3 samash arfer & 2R & o st B

e Coming soon after the July 2026 Annual Summit, which expanded cooperation across
economic security, critical technologies and resilient supply chains, the defence ministerial
engagement demonstrates that security is increasingly intertwined with the wider strategic
partnership.

el 2026 & AT Rraw aFer, foraet 3 geeT, Agcaqur Hefaieat ik el amyfe
A3 & AT 7 T 1 AR fomam aram o, %gﬁmg@%rﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂue—w@m
el & o &t samas Triifas Fretet & |1y asit § F3ot 31 W@ 8

e Defence cooperation can provide the connective tissue between these agendas, linking
India’s industrial capabilities and Japan’s technological strengths while reinforcing their
shared interest in shaping a more resilient Indo-Pacisc.

T84T TEAWT 3oT TSIST o 1T Ueh hal ol I I FehelT &, 1T IR ol e amdanst iR
Wﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ%—ﬂﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁé&ﬁ%ﬂ@%ﬁ
T GG Y Fhll ¢

e The real test will now be implementation.
S aIEdTde TETT SHETeade $HI gef|

e |ndia and Japan are building the strategic foundations, with Mr. Koizumi’s visit suggesting that
both are *nally beginning to focus on the harder task, which is converting strategic
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convergence into usable capability.

R 3R ST IO TR IR X ¢ €, STafeh A1 g &l AT g Hehd St & o @t
37cT: 36 31T HiSeT H I AT Hferc AT YE X IQ &, SiY Torehifcreh rfFraor w1 sugaft
&THaT H aRafdd F 8|
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TOPICS COVERED

09S9 | Congo reinforces state control over mining and geological data to safeguard strategic
interests

Torifae Rt it geam & fow o & @erer 3R st st W U7 F1 =0T Frae frar

09S9 | Muizzu invites Burnham for discussions over Chagos Islands

AN ST T I 4T F AT Agoo F Fetgw H AT fHar

Congo reinforces state control over mining and
geological data to safeguard strategic interests

INSIGHT

Reuters
DAKAR

Democratic Republic of
Congo plans to tighten con-
trol over geological data
that guides billions of dol-
lars in mining exploration,
potentially extending state
influence over the develop-
ment of future mineral
discoveries.

The country is acceler-
ating geological mapping,
airborne surveys and digi-
tisation of historical ar-
chives to build a compre-
hensive national geological
databank on its critical
minerals and reduce ex-
ploration risk, officials say.

The plan will tighten
Kinshasa’s grip on the
world’s biggest cobalt pro-
ducer and second-largest
copper supplier, according
to an official and seven in-
dustry sources, and could
be even more significant
than the country’s policies
that reshaped the global
cobalt market, some ana-
Iysts say.

A nationwide geological
mapping programme has
gained momentum this
year after a $180 million
contract with Spain’s Xcali-
bur, a global leader in geo-
data mapping, began in Ja-
nuary, Raoul Wazenga
Vitima, director general of
the National Geological
Survey of Congo (SGNC),
told Reuters.

The project is one of
several ongeing mapping
programmes in the coun-
try, funded by the govern-
ment, mining revenues
and international partners,
with results fed into the na-
tional geological data
bank, which is expected to
be fully operational by the
end of 2026, Vitima said.

Unlike other major min-

Under State’s eye: Unlike export controls, geological data
influences future supply. ap

ing jurisdictions such as
Australia,however, Congo
plans to keep control of ac-
cess to the data bank in
state hands and charge for
some information. Re-
quests for access to infor-
mation will be assessed
against both investor
needs and the protection
of Congo’s “strategic inter-
ests”, Vitima said “The da-
ta generated under these
programmes constitute a
strategic asset of the Con-
golese state,” Vitima said.

Tiered access

Despite hosting some of
the world’s richest depo-
sits of copper, cobalt, lithi-
um, tantalum and gold,
Congo remains one of the
least-explored major min-
ing jurisdictions. SGNC es-
timates systematic explora-
tion covers barely 20% of
the country.

The Xcalibur project is
surveying more than
700,000 square kilo-
metres (270,272 sq. miles)
using airborne geophysics,
digitised data and ad-
vanced analytics to identi-
fy exploration targets and
unlock vast unexplored
areas of Congo, Vitima

said.

Xcalibur did not res-
pond to a request for
comment.

Exploration  spending

surged after the end of
Congo’s 19982003 civil
war, rising to a record
$389.2 million in 2012 from
$57 million in 2005, ac-
cording to S&P data.

Companies  invested
$130.7 million in explora-
tion in 2024, the highest in
Africa, but activity remains
concentrated in the cop-
per-cobalt belt of Lualaba
and Haut-Katanga, leaving
large parts of the country
poorly mapped.

Congo’s data bank will
operate a tiered access sys-
tem, with basic geological
information available free
of charge while access to
more sensitive datasets will
be fee-based, Vitima said,
arguing that revenues from
certain data products
would help fund continued
exploration and mapping
in the country. He did not
specify the fee structure
and the categories of data
to be levied.

U.S.-China competition
The initiative comes as
Congo sits at the centre of
intensifying competition
between the United States
and China for critical-min-
eral supply.

Both countries have
struck separate agree-
ments with  Kinshasa
aimed at increasing coop-
eration in the sector.

Vitima said the database
was not aimed at favouring
either China or the US.,
adding that Congo’s strate-
gy is to diversify its mining
investor base and apply
the same access rules to all
companies regardless of
origin.

Greater control of geo-
logical data could allow
Kinshasa to shape where
exploration capital flows
and which future deposits
of copper, cobalt, germani-
um and other critical min-
erals are developed, three
mining executives and a
geologist said.

“Control of geological
data is increasingly becom-
ing a strategic policy tool,”
said Mark Jessell, a geology
and geophysics expert at
the University of Western
Australia.

“It affects not only what
a country mines today, but
what it may discover and
develop tomorrow.”

Congo’s cobalt reserves
grew by over 76% between
2000 and 2025 to an esti-
mated 6 million tonnes,
more than half of known
world reserves, according
to the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey, as exploration ex-
panded estimates of the
country’s vast Copperbelt
deposits.

“A transparent system
based on objective criteria
reduces the informational
advantage of operators al-
ready established in the
country, attracts a greater
diversity of investors and
strengthens Congo’s nego-
tiating position,” said Jean
Jacques Kayembe Mufwan-
kolo, Congo head of the
Norway-based Extractive
Industries Transparency
Initiative, which promotes
accountable management
of oil, gas and mineral
Tesources.

Moise Liboto Makuta,
Congo head of extractives

09S9. Congo reinforces state control over mining
safeguard strategic interests

policy group Natural Re-
source Governance Insti-
tute, said having compre-
hensive geodata means the
government  negotiates
from a position of know-
ledge, not guesswork.

Government revenue
“Better negotiated deals
mean more revenue reach-
ing the public purse, not
just the company and a few
well-placed officials,” he
added.

Xcalibur’s mapping sur-
vey is a three-year contract
and Congo has similar
partnerships with France’s
state  geological survey
BRGM, South Africa’s
Council for Geoscience,
U.S-based KoBoldMetals
and Atlas Park, Vitima said.
It also has partnerships
with Japan’s Solafune and
Belgium’s AfricaMuseum.

Supply chain control
Congo is not alone. Canada
and Saudi Arabia are also
moving to consolidate geo-
logical data, reflecting a
broader push by govern-
ments to treat mineral in-
telligence as national in-
frastructure, a mining
executive and a consultant
said.

The sources asked for
anonymity to be able to
discuss sensitive matters.

Vitima said Saudi Arabia
was also using Xcalibur for
national geological map-
ping and that Congo was
sharing its experience in
geological surveying and
critical minerals with the
kingdom as Riyadh seeks
to diversify its economy
away from hydrocarbons
and into mining.

Unlike export controls,
geological data influences
future supply and whoever
controls the best informa-
tion often influences
where exploration capital
flows next, said Grant San-

den, chief executive of Ca-
nada-based mining tech-
nology firm GeologicAl

A 2015 Western Austra-
lia study found that every
A$1 million ($706,200) in-
vested in government geos-
cience generated
A$19.8million in additional
private exploration
spending.

Exports to geodata
Congo has already shown
its ability to influence glo-
bal minerals markets
through government
intervention.

A cobalt export ban im-
posed in February 2025
when prices hit a decade
low around $10 per Ib or
$22,046 a metric tonne,
followed by a quota sys-
tem, helped swing the mar-
ket from surplus into defi-
cit and lifted cobalt prices
to about $26 per pound.

Analysts and mining ex-
ecutives say control of geo-
logical intelligence could
eventually prove even
more significant.

“The problem is rarely
whether minerals exist,”
said GregAgnew, chief ex-
ecutive of Canadian mining
technology company Ide-
on Technologies.

“The challenge is how
quickly deposits can be un-
derstood, financed and de-
veloped. Better geological
information helps com-
press that timeline.”

Some industry partici-
pants favour a more open
model, citing the impact
on transparency and min-
ing investments.

California-based mini
exploration firm KoBold
Metals made more than
2,60,000 pages of Congo’s
historical geological re-
cords publicly available. In
Zambia, it helped open
roughly 1,50,000 records
through a government fee-
based portal.

and geological datato
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Torehfae fedl 1 g & fow Fen @ garer AR s st W a7 F1 fAg=or
Aot fora

Democratic Republic of Congo plans to tighten control over geological data that guides
billions of dollars in mining exploration, potentially extending state influence over the
development of future mineral discoveries.

FHTIM ANFHAIAF TR 7 37 $dAMe1eh 3ilehst TR LT ST el I ATSTeAT F11S &, ST 3Rl
SToR o WeleT 3dVUT T ARG Hd & IR 3TT AT H gt arell @letsT Wil & faehrd X
T I JoTd §G ThT & |

The country is accelerating geological mapping, airborne surveys and digitisation of historical
archives to build a comprehensive national geological databank on its critical minerals and
reduce exploration risk, officials say.

TRIRIRET o 3THR, 22T 319 Hgeaqot @iarsil & T o Teh cATTh TS S <ATToAeh ScTdleh
TIR A R 3aV0T A I A HA & fAT 3=AToreh AATITT, §ars FI&Tor m
e 3ifFerat & Bfoeeiieor 7 dsit o W |

The plan will tighten Kinshasa'’s grip on the world’s biggest cobalt producer and second-
largest copper supplier, according to an official and seven industry sources, and could be
even more significant than the country’s policies that reshaped the global cobalt market, some
analysts say.

Teh RN 3R 3eTIT A 53 Tl Fal oh 3R, Fg Frofell Gl & T §3 FHdlee ScaeH
3R gEY waH T3 araT ITgfelawat W RRATar Y TRz Herdd Bl AR Fo [aedwent # wgar g &
Ig 39T FIaTec SIS T AT FIET ol ATell G2 &1 sAfeat § of 317t Fgeayot g Fhch 81

A nationwide geological mapping programme has gained momentum this year after a $180
million contract with Spain’s Xcalibur, a global leader in geodata mapping, began in January,
Raoul Wazenga Vitima, director general of the National Geological Survey of Congo (SGNC),
told Reuters.

AN & T A AN FIETOT (SGNC) & FIfeiareh U3t arsian RAfa#AT ¥ Tared &t qaran i
aTReeh 87-3iTensT AT TIF0T &7 T 37ar0fy o=t T T Xcalibur & @1 180 fAfa=eT sfart 1
Y ST F YE el o d1e 36 I GRASATT $dATToleh HIATITT Hishe i Il A B

The project is one of several ongoing mapping programmes in the country, funded by the
government, mining revenues and international partners, with results fed into the national
geological databank, which is expected to be fully operational by the end of 2026, Vitima said.

TATAAT ¥ hgT T T S H TA I FS AT HRIGAT H § Uah &, [See TR, Welel J 9T
a3 IAISERT ASIGRT GaRT faadId fRRaT ST 18T & T $eieh TRUTH TSERT AT
Scres 3 ANfAer forT STEaY, fores 2026 & 3ia a& Tt ave Frefier gl 1 35+1g B

Unlike other major mining jurisdictions such as Australia, however, Congo plans to keep
control of access to the databank in state hands and charge for some information.

gTellieh, TS OrT SIE 31 JoW GeieT &7 o faodi, Wﬁ%aé’mamq'g‘“?ra?rﬁ'dﬂwmav
BT & TG Bl § AR FT G137 o [T ek el g &1
Requests for access to information will be assessed against both investor needs and the

L]

protection of Congo’s “strategic interests”, Vitima said.
ﬁﬁmﬁm%qquﬁa%a@ﬁwwﬁﬁaﬁ@rm&m&ﬁsﬁﬁ%
“oraiiforer feal” Y e, et & 3MUR 9 forar SiTee|

“The data generated under these programmes constitute a strategic asset of the Congolese
state,” Vitima said.

fafaer & #gr, ‘s FRIFAT & degd dIR T 31T 3iThs HTaN TsT H WEHfaw T g
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Tiered access

Despite hosting some of the world’s richest deposits of copper, cobalt, lithium, tantalum and
gold, Congo remains one of the least-explored major mining jurisdictions.

oisT, e, fafags, Seom iR A & gfardr & $o Gad THeY SRI & saee, Hiel Jqd
GeieT &1 7 & Ueh & STET HedqoT Hardl A EIHT ¢

SGNC estimates systematic exploration covers barely 20% of the country.

SGNC T 3T ¢ o cHafeUd Heawor g2r o AR & 20% &1 A & g3 ¢

The Xcalibur project is surveying more than 7,00,000 square kilometres (270,272 sg. miles)
using airborne geophysics, digitised data and advanced analytics to identify exploration
targets and unlock vast unexplored areas of Congo, Vitima said.

fafaar s et o Xcalibur IRESTAT 31=aW0T & et T IgaTeT det R HeN & fFAer 3=afd
&Y3T T IdT 19T & foT 7,00,000 T3t fraefiex & 3rfds &1 (270,272 T91 Hieh) &7 gars
seitferehr adfetor, Bfeecliend siferst iR 3eeiar faeaor & Aregs § Fefaror T @ g
Xcalibur did not respond to a request for comment.

Xcalibur & feeqult & 3eRer &l 1S STara el 2T

Exploration spending surged after the end of Congo’s 1998-2003 civil war, rising to a record
$389.2 million in 2012 from $57 million in 2005, according to S&P data.

S&P & 3TehsT & 3THR, HiaN & 1998-2003 & IEIEY ! HATCH  le; Hed¥oT I T H it
31TS 3R I 2005 F 57 AT storR & Sga 2012 7 Reprs 389.2 fAforasT sterk &Y 2|

Companies invested $130.7 million in exploration in 2024, the highest in Africa, but activity
remains concentrated in the copper-cobalt belt of Lualaba and Haut-Katanga, leaving large
parts of the country poorly mapped.

Fufaal & 2024 F 3773901 R 130.7 AT sterR &1 [aer v, s 3nhierr & @aifee o, afee
arffaferar arsfy it EaMTeITe 3R gie-heial & drdT-FlaTee & 7 higd §, fSdh HROTGA & 93
oy T FTATITOT 37Tt ST E3M

Congo’s databank will operate a tiered access system, with basic geological information
available free of charge while access to more sensitive datasets will be fee-based, Vitima
said, arguing that revenues from certain data products would help fund continued exploration
and mapping in the country.

fAfaAT ¥ gt foh e T Sereleh Ferfigper TET ToITell & gt Fenford gram, foras gfavamdy
AT ST fe¥:3eeh Iuersts gIef, STafeh HfRreh FdeeTefier STrie d T Yeh AR
g9, SaTehT e AT o e 3TTehsT ScUTel A JTee ToTed &2r 7 e 3=avoT iR ATT=0T &
TITIYUT & WERIAT F3T|

He did not specify the fee structure and the categories of data to be levied.

3egiel Yodh T 3T 37 31Tehst hT A0 &bl TS 76T foham oot O ok SraTmr SiTwam|

U.S.-China competition

ARF-AT yfaeaat

The initiative comes as Congo sits at the centre of intensifying competition between the
United States and China for critical-mineral supply.

I TEoT UH HAY H FIHA TS & ST Hiall HAgeaq(or Wersil hr HArqfet sl elend AR 3N e
& e Jer wfaeael & &g 7 ¢l

Both countries have struck separate agreements with Kinshasa aimed at increasing
cooperation in the sector.

QI 321 o 5 819 F TEAIT 9g1e o 36T U Fohermar & | 3fefer-37ereT FHsila v g
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e Vitima said the database was not aimed at favouring either China or the U.S., adding that
Congo'’s strategy is to diversify its mining investor base and apply the same access rules to all
companies regardless of origin.

ﬁﬁmﬁm%%ﬁ?w@ummmﬁwﬁﬁmwaﬁmwaﬁ%mw
1 T 370e) Weoter frd e 3R # fafderar amem qur #er or i wrarg v faar wefr sufaat
T AT TE A AR PR &

e Greater control of geological data could allow Kinshasa to shape where exploration capital
flows and which future deposits of copper, cobalt, germanium and other critical minerals are
developed, three mining executives and a geologist said.

oot &1 o cliel JTARIRAT 3R Teh $7fa=Arelt o g foh {a=Mereh 3iTehsT o 3ifereh forg=or &
fehemaT aE feifa #ee 37 WaTe g TordT ¢ 6 sreawor §3ft et yarfea 8t 31k dfen, #iaree,
STAfTH T 377 Agcaqot WiAsl & fonet sifasa & #sRi @1 e fad frar s

e “Control of geological data is increasingly becoming a strategic policy tool,” said Mark Jessell,
a geology and geophysics expert at the University of Western Australia.

afRee siteefora favafaearera & sifaier 3R spiifarhs faQtwsr Ak Siwer 2 g, “od=mTfoien
Hiergl 9T AT A5 & Toriifae Afaera wreret se7dr 57 @Rl

o ‘It affects not only what a country mines today, but what it may discover and develop
tomorrow.”

“Tg T hdol Ig THTTAT AT & Tob IS S 3T FAT Welol FAT &, SToh Tg oY fh a8 el FT
@et 3R AT FTFFaT g1

e Congo’s cobalt reserves grew by over 76% between 2000 and 2025 to an estimated 6 million
tonnes, more than half of known world reserves, according to the U.S. Geological Survey, as
exploration expanded estimates of the country’s vast Copperbelt deposits.

IART =TT HI&TUT & 3TTHR, HiNN & FlaTee SR 2000 F 2025 & sIer 76% W 31w
SehT ITTATTAC 6 TATerTeT o1 g1 1T, SiY 2T dTRash SR & 38 § 31T ¢, Fifh eavor &
&1 o TRITel hIaRdeT HSRT o HegHT=Al T FAFdR g31T|

o “Atransparent system based on objective criteria reduces the informational advantage of
operators already established in the country, attracts a greater diversity of investors and
strengthens Congo’s negotiating position,” said Jean Jacques Kayembe Mufwankolo, Congo
head of the Norway-based Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, which promotes
accountable management of oil, gas and mineral resources.

A, g 3t @iasT TOTT & STaTaeg Tl Y SEIdT 8o dTell A1d f&Ud Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative & i @ Sl AT FRAT FHaTHIe o Fgl, “TE (S Heles! T
TR Ueh IR qomrel 327 7 Ugel & TS HeTeleh! & HATcHS T I HH L B,
foraerent & 31fRren fafaerdT s 3mer i el & 3R e 1 ardicaes [EAfel St Hofgd HcT 517

e Moise Liboto Makuta, Congo head of extractives policy group Natural Resource Governance
Institute, said having comprehensive geodata means the government negotiates from a
position of knowledge, not guesswork.

Natural Resource Governance Institute & 31 97@ AW faraTel #AFeT o gl foh camaeh of-
3Tehs glet 1 1Y § Toh TR AT & T ATAFRY & IR T STl il ¢

Government revenue

TR T

o “Better negotiated deals mean more revenue reaching the public purse, not just the company
and a few well-placed officials,” he added.

3ogiol ohal, qsméwﬁawﬁmmw@a%waﬁ%ﬁzmmmqu@ma
%mmm@qmammﬁl"
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Xcalibur's mapping survey is a three-year contract and Congo has similar partnerships with
France’s state geological survey BRGM, South Africa’s Council for Geoscience, U.S.-based
KoBold Metals and Atlas Park, Vitima said.

fafeT =1 e & Xcalibur T AT GdeToT et 9 T Iregaer & 3R 191 1 HIE & TBRT
Ha+MeIeh FJaToT BRGM, Sf&10T 3nhTehT & Council for Geoscience, 1R f&ad KoBold
Metals 3iIT Atlas Park 3 &rer &if vt & arsieriRar 81

It also has partnerships with Japan’s Solafune and Belgium’s AfricaMuseum.

P 37T, STT ST T Solafune 3R sfeer@ad & AfricaMuseum & TTer off ARETRAT & 1

Supply chain control

3mqfet e o farzror

Congo is not alone.
FaT 57 fe2mm & 31her ST B
Canada and Saudi Arabia are also moving to consolidate geological data, reflecting a broader

push by governments to treat mineral intelligence as national infrastructure, a mining
executive and a consultant said.

T Gelel TR R T Hellga o e [ Farst 3% w3dt 3a o spaamferer stianst
Tl e T ferall 37 31T 96 T8 &, S TR ST Wietor Hatl STeny &1 USET Jrawtaer
& 9 H G@eT Sl caIe YT &l AT &

The sources asked for anonymity to be able to discuss sensitive matters.

HaeaTier HHel IR Tl el 3 HaTH glet & ToIT I o M1 1 3 |

Vitima said Saudi Arabia was also using Xcalibur for national geological mapping and that
Congo was sharing its experience in geological surveying and critical minerals with the
kingdom as Riyadh seeks to diversify its economy away from hydrocarbons and into mining.

TafeaT o e foh w3 e oft Ty aaamfores ARFOT & fAT Xcalibur T 39T FT @1 &
3R RN I o T $AAToreh TGTUT TAT FgcaquT Wielsil & T T AT JieTaTa ST X I@T
¢, FiTR NG gregieneist ¥ gy 370e Ireaae # fafatar oy etel &1 3R T6e1T areaT &

Unlike export controls, geological data influences future supply and whoever controls the best
information often influences where exploration capital flows next, said Grant Sanden, chief
executive of Canada-based mining technology firm GeologicAl.

aATsT e Wetel Wefarehr shuei GeologicAl & HET HRIHNT 3ifrehy are WSeT =1 et foh
foraiTer forarrott & o, spaferen 3iiens srfarsr Y amafef @1 wanfae v § 3R oress o
HafH ST T TAF0T BT 8, 98 1R Ig Tenfacd ol & fob 31eTell aR 3eawor Goft gl
yarfed g

A 2015 Western Australia study found that every A$1 million ($706,200) invested in
government geoscience generated A$19.8 million in additional private exploration spending.

2015 & afRas e o & ven 3reaare # aran 713 o FeaY of-frarer 7 fvder fve a1 v
1 fAfeTer siTeefaaTs sTer (706,200 3TeR) & AfaRkead sl s=avor @d & &9 # 19.8 fafewa

HTEETAATE ST’ SceaT gul

Exports to geodata

-3Te3T T FAIHOT F woTT

Congo has already shown its ability to influence global minerals markets through government
intervention.

FHIN ¥ THN) FETET & ATeTH ¥ 3R @iaer o) F1 T FIa Y 379+ &77aT 95 &
EARGET R
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A cobalt export ban imposed in February 2025 when prices hit a decade low around $10 per
Ib or $22,046 a metric tonne, followed by a quota system, helped swing the market from
surplus into deficit and lifted cobalt prices to about $26 per pound.

HIEY 2025 H S9NT 31T FiaTec AATd TTATE, ST 1T STIT9T 10 STelk T 9138 AT 22,046
%Tﬁmfg%ma?aama?ﬁlﬁqu—gﬂwézﬁ, 3R 38 91 A1) Y 7S FHIeT YOIl o
ST T TR & 1e Sy Ffer 7 agerer 7 Fag I 3R FlsTec B HHA DI AT 26 STeR
gfa uT33 de Ser fea|

Analysts and mining executives say control of geological intelligence could eventually prove
even more significant.

faeaIvent 3R Tetet 31TRIRTRET T gt & o SfaaIforah SITThRY 9X fA=ror 37dr: & o 3rfers
Fgcaqol |1 g FehaTl ¢

“The problem is rarely whether minerals exist,” said Greg Agnew, chief executive of Canadian
mining technology company Ideon Technologies.

FeATsTS Welol ST sl Ideon Technologies & HET HIIHRY TSN AT Taeg o Frg,
“HHEIT AT, &7 Hel T g1l & T Tierst Alere & ar =711

“The challenge is how quickly deposits can be understood, financed and developed. Better
geological information helps compress that timeline.”

“TaAlc 7 & o TR #Y frcrett et ware, fafa sik R R forar ST ahar 1 Sge)
HAAN STTARNT SH HAITAT FY A Hlel H HGRIT Al o1

Some industry participants favour a more open model, citing the impact on transparency and
mining investments.

3T & e Tl 3l gor Atser & TaT & § 3R 38 IRERIAT aur @efel fder o usa
aTel T T Sooid ad ¢

California-based mining exploration firm KoBold Metals made more than 2,60,000 pages of
Congo’s historical geological records publicly available.

Hiorpiferar feua @etet 31T Sust KoBold Metals & &iai & Ufagien sdaren ferar &
2,60,000 ¥ 37T I3 WrdTioieh TG § IUclet! V|

In Zambia, it helped open roughly 1,50,000 records through a government fee-based portal.

ST A, wﬁw%aﬁ-mma:mm@wm 1,50,000 37fHer@r &r
AIGSTToIeh T & ST FTed H T |

Muizzu invites Burnham for

discussions over Chagos Islands
EEITC

Meera Srinivasan ty. U.S. President Donald

COLOMBO

Maldives President Mo-
hamed Muizzu on Tuesday
invited British Prime Minis-
ter Andrew Burnham for
talks on the disputed Cha-
gos Islands.

In a letter to the British
Prime Minister, President
Muizzu “expressed the
Maldives’ concerns regard-
ing the United Kingdom’s
decision to proceed with
the handover of the Cha-
gos Islands to Mauritius”,
his office said in a
statement.

In May 2025, Britain

Mohamed Muizzu

signed an agreement with
Mauritius to transfer sove-
reignty over the contested
Chagos Islands, saying the
move would ensure the fu-
ture of a U.S.-U.K. military
base vital to British securi-

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Trump criticised the agree-
ment, calling it “a big mis-
take”. In April this year,
however, the British go-
vernment put on hold its
deal to cede sovereignty of
the Chagos Islands and
shelved the legislation
needed for the move.
Since the beginning of
this year, the Maldives has
voiced opposition to the
U.K’s decision to cede so-
vereignty over the Chagos
Archipelago to Mauritius,
with Mr. Muizzu maintain-
ing that the Maldives holds
“the most legitimate
claim” to the archipelago.
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09S9. Muizzu invites Burnham for discussions over Chagos Islands

AN AT THE W a9 F AT F3o] 7 aetew F ImAfAT fmar

e Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu on Tuesday invited British Prime Minister Andrew
Burnham for talks on the disputed Chagos Islands.

AT & ISl AgFAE Hgoof A HITIR F fAdTied AmNa gdid Fg TR STddid & ferw
farfeer gersresh Uy seigA o1 AR fama|
e In a letter to the British Prime Minister, President Muizzu “expressed the Maldives’ concerns

regarding the United Kingdom’s decision to proceed with the handover of the Chagos Islands
to Mauritius”, his office said in a statement.

3eTeh SIATorY 1 Ueh ST1 H gl Toh farfeer Fermeta 1 ford veh o & Isgufa Heool # “amny
o weg AR Y Wit & e 3t ot & geees Riwrea & farotr & weyr F Amerdy Y
a3t & s R

¢ In May 2025, Britain signed an agreement with Mauritius to transfer sovereignty over the

contested Chagos Islands, saying the move would ensure the future of a U.S.-U.K. military
base vital to British security.

A 2025 # foreeT o faried e g Fogg I WI3aT AN Y TR H3a & (o0 380
AIY Ueh A TR GEART T & 3 gt a1 o 58 et & foreet 1 geaT o fow Ageaql
IAReT-freer A 3733 a1 i giaAted g

o U.S. President Donald Trump criticised the agreement, calling it “a big mistake”.
mmﬁmm#%mﬁﬁmmysﬁ“wwm”mml

o In April this year, however, the British government put on hold its deal to cede sovereignty of
the Chagos Islands and shelved the legislation needed for the move.

grailfeh, 30 a¥ 3riier 3 Ffeer T o aweie g wagg i Tusgar dive & wagild & A e
3R 38 FeH & fIT 3Maedsh Fiele 1 o TAfAd 2 feam

e Since the beginning of this year, the Maldives has voiced opposition to the U.K.’s decision to
cede sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago to Mauritius, with Mr. Muizzu maintaining that
the Maldives holds “the most legitimate claim” to the archipelago.

58 Y T YT W &1 AT o RN SATHHE T FYAT AU F \qar & frear & foorr
o1 TaRIer foham & 31 A0 3o 1 gl & foh 38 ediTeg TR ATIGIT T “Had e grar B
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Notebook makers seek govt. aid to avert ‘existential crisis’
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‘Seven applications received for coal gasification package’

‘aﬂwﬂaﬁmﬂﬂm#ﬁmmmmg’

09S9

Govt. pauses bank staff PLI scheme ahead of strike
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‘FCNR(B) deposits cheaper for banks’
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Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488 .
Website : patrioticias.in P

Page40



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Notebook makers
seek govt. aid to avert
‘existential crisis’

‘Duty-free import of low-cost notebooks from ASEAN region, unintended

consequences of GST rate revisions last year are hurting the sector’

T. il ! g!!g! !ggavan

NEW DELHI

he All India Note-
T book Manufactur-
ers Association has

appealed to the govern-
ment for support to pre-
vent the domestic note-
book industry from facing
an “existential crisis.”

In its letter to Com-
merce and Industry Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal, the asso-
ciation said the crisis had
been triggered by two de-
velopments: India’s free
trade agreement (FTA)
with Southeast Asian coun-
tries and the government’s
revision of Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) rates in
September 2025.

As a solution, the Asso-
ciation has proposed that
the Government introduce
a Minimum Import Price
(MIP) for notebooks, in-
itiate anti-dumping investi-
gations into notebook im-
ports from Indonesia,
streamline export refund
mechanisms, and investi-
gate alleged anti-profiteer-
ing by domestic paper
mills. It said these mea-
sures are essential to aid in
the survival of the domes-
tic industry, which it added
comprised 1,500 units
across the country, and
employed 1.25 lakh people.

“The most immediate
threat to the survival of the
domestic notebook manu-
facturing sector is the im-
port of low-cost finished

Fair pricing: It has been proposed that a Minimum Import Price be
introduced for notebooks. K K. MUSTAFAH

notebooks from the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) region,”
the association said in its
letter, reviewed by The Hin-
du. “The current interna-
tional trade agreements,
coupled with domestic tax
rationalisation efforts has
inadvertently constructed
a highly asymmetrical
trading environment that
actively penalises domestic
production while incenti-
vising imports,” it added.
Under the current
ASEAN FTA, imports of fin-
ished paper products, in-
cluding exercise books,
graph books and laborato-
ry notebooks are permit-
ted to enter the Indian
market free of Basic Cus-
toms Duty (BCD) from
countries such as Indone-
sia, Thailand, and Malay-
sia. “While Free Trade
Agreements are funda-
mentally designed to foster
reciprocal and equitable
trade, the specific situation
of the global paper indus-
try has allowed Southeast

Asian nations, particularly
Indonesia, to heavily ex-
ploit this specific tariff
line,” the letter said.

It added that Indonesian
paper manufacturers be-
nefit from economies of
scale, state-subsidised for-
estry programmes, and
highly vertically integrated
supply chains that extend
from pulp extraction to the
final assembly of finished
notebooks.

“This structural disad-
vantage was further wor-
sened after the 56th GST
Council meeting,” the let-
ter went on to say. “In a
well-intentioned effort to
support the education sec-
tor and reduce the finan-
cial burden on students,
the Government revised
the GST structure for exer-
cise books and notebooks
from 12% to a Nil rate (fully
exempt).”

However, this resulted
in an inverted duty struc-
ture that added to domes-
tic notebook manufactur-
ers’ costs.

09S9. Notebook makers seek govt.
aid to avert ‘existential crisis’

areq® faatanat & rffdcaaa gwe F
e F AT JHT graar A

e The All India Notebook Manufacturers
Association has appealed to the government
for support to prevent the domestic notebook
industry from facing an “existential crisis.”

3iter 33 Ategw Arghad Taffwee o
ERe] A 3T FY “HR¥TcaITd Hhe” H
HIHAT A @ T oh (AT TR & HGRIC &l
3rdrer gl

e Inits letter to Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal, the association said the
crisis had been triggered by two developments:
India’s free trade agreement (FTA) with
Southeast Asian countries and the
government’s revision of Goods and Services
Tax (GST) rates in September 2025.

aforeT vd T 7t fy MIer & o a7 7
TOIATAS o FgT [ Ig Gehe af geAhaAl
PRUT ScTeeT EHT ¢ ETRTOT-qd TRIATE &eit &
HRA FT HFd SATIR FHSAT (FTA) 3R Befsw
2025 H THR SaRT T T {41 FT (GST)
&t & ||

e As a solution, the Association has
proposed that the Government introduce a
Minimum Import Price (MIP) for notebooks,
initiate anti-dumping investigations into
notebook imports from Indonesia, streamline
export refund mechanisms, and investigate

alleged anti-profiteering by domestic paper
mills.

AT o T H, TAIRATLAT 1 9&a1a fearg o
TR Alegeh & T ~AdH AT Jed (MIP)
] Y, FATRIAT H gl aTel Aeeh 3T &

Herer H TE-3RaT S Y& A, AT UAarair o hl FeFaredd ¥ iR el IR el gary
AT IARAT 87 FHA I ST |

e |t said these measures are essential to aid in the survival of the domestic industry, which it
added comprised 1,500 units across the country, and employed 1.25 lakh people.

S T o el 3T & AT 1 TAT T & AT A 397 31T §; 3% AR, 36
3TN 7 SR A 1,500 FH1AT MfA § 3R 1.25 Ar@ At 1 AT AT g

e “The most immediate threat to the survival of the domestic notebook manufacturing sector is
the import of low-cost finished notebooks from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) region,” the association said in its letter, reviewed by The Hindu.

TETATI o & /o5 eaRT &W ATV 379 9 H g, “BRe Aleq e fafersor 817 & ifedea & faw
W dTchifash Gl STaioT-qd UiRIATS Iset & HEl (ASEAN) &1 & & ol dlell IR wAlegeh
HT AT LI
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“The current international trade agreements, coupled with domestic tax rationalisation efforts
has inadvertently constructed a highly asymmetrical trading environment that actively
penalises domestic production while incentivising imports,” it added.

ST 37T g, “TIHTT HARTSEIT SATIR FHFANT, T Y FFAehioT & T o A fAerRy,
3eToTie H Teh Al FHATA SAMITRF ATATAIOT TIR FX Teh 8, 511 T 3cUTeet ol Afohd &7 &

TN TG &, STelfeh HTATT T AHTTET FIAT 1"

Under the current ASEAN FTA, imports of finished paper products, including exercise books,
graph books and laboratory notebooks are permitted to enter the Indian market free of Basic
Customs Duty (BCD) from countries such as Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia.

FcHATT ASEAN FTA & Tgd, 3111, UtSels AR ARrar Sid et & srs=amer gieawisi, 7w
gReae3it 3t sarenaT Alegsl Afgd SR H1ETST Scutel & AT T e WA Yok (BCD) A
Herd Gy AR ST & YA 1 oAl B

“While Free Trade Agreements are fundamentally designed to foster reciprocal and equitable
trade, the specific situation of the global paper industry has allowed Southeast Asian nations,
particularly Indonesia, to heavily exploit this specific tariff line,” the letter said.

O H gl AT Y, “Ye I HFd AR FAFANT 7ol T ¥ IREIR 3R GHATH IR H dordT St
& fore saare ST €, et Afaes wrerer 3eiter #r fafse Reufd o afgiorgd uferns e, fagy
9§ g, B 37 Fafrse TR At i1 cafrsn oer 351 B ITATT T B 1

It added that Indonesian paper manufacturers benefit from economies of scale, state-
subsidised forestry programmes, and highly vertically integrated supply chains that extend
from pulp extraction to the final assembly of finished notebooks.

FHe 3131 g o SSATRAATS H1TS fAATAT 98 YAt o refegaeamsit, T2 earT afedsr ured
it FRiEA 3R STt FeaieR 9 ThRg R AEenst & erfEad @ S vew
fsaioT & ot IR FAege & 31 BAeTeT ae faegd

“This structural disadvantage was further worsened after the 56th GST Council meeting,” the
letter went on to say.

aF A TN et a1, “56dF GST aRwg Y 35 o a1e Ig TAAIcHS Jhal 3R g AT|”

“In a well-intentioned effort to support the education sector and reduce the financial burden on
students, the Government revised the GST structure for exercise books and notebooks from
12% to a Nil rate (fully exempt).”

“TRIETT &1 I THIA &of 3R oEr W i aisr F7 F:3 & 36837 ¥ v 710 v o Jaa &
e, TR & 33T GRET13iT 3R Algerl T GST TAT T 12% W HETH YA & (Tofa:
FT-FFd) F e

However, this resulted in an inverted duty structure that added to domestic notebook
manufacturers’ costs.

gTeiiieh, $Hh TROTHETEY JeIet e HIGT (inverted duty structure) 3cd=< g, forad e
e AT i arerd 9g TS|
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‘Seven applications
received for coal
gasification package’

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

The coal ministry in-
formed on Tuesday that it
had received seven appli-
cations seeking financial
package for setting up of
coal gasification projects in
the country.

In a statement, the mi-
nistry said it had received
three applications from
Adani Enterprises for set-
ting up coal-to-urea gasifi-
cation plants, one from
Shyam Sel & Power Limit-
ed for producing syngas,
and one from Gallantt Ispat
Ltd. for direct reduced iron
and syngas.

Earlier, the ministry had
informed that NTPC Ltd.
and Talcher Fertilisers
(TFL) too had put forth ap-
plications. While the State-
owned power distributor is
seeking to produce syn-
thetic natural gas, TFL has
applied for a urea gasifica-
tion plant. The applica-
tions would now be eval-
uated in accordance with
the guidelines of the
scheme. Further, with the
conclusion of the first
round, the second round
of the rolling window for
applications commenced

India has a target to gasify
100 million tonnes of coal by
2030. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

on September 8.

Union Minister for Coal
and Mines G. Kishan Reddy
termed the now-concluded
window a success.

“The second window
[of the rolling application
system] commences today.
A good number of compa-
nies applied in the first
phase, and we expect that
more companies would
turn up in the second
phase,” he told mediaper-
sons. The coal ministry
had stated earlier in the
day that several prospec-
tive applicants were pre-
sently at “advanced stages
of project preparation” to
submit proposals in subse-
quent windows.

TR SATUaTT|

e Further, with the conclusion of the first round, the second round of the rolling window for
applications commenced on September 8.

S8 3T, Tgol TROT & HATCH Blt & AT &1 3MTdeal & forv QAT ffzY 7 g =ror 8 RAdew
T & gl |
e Union Minister for Coal and Mines G. Kishan Reddy termed the now-concluded window a

success.

09S9. ‘Seven applications received for
coal gasification package’

‘1T AMFHIor Yo F AT JIT 3TAST IIed
g-q-’

e The coal ministry informed on Tuesday that it
had received seven applications seeking financial

packages for setting up of coal gasification projects in
the country.

PIAT HATAT of FHIAAR Pl STHRT &I o 37 A F
P ddwTor IRANSTAT TRT F & v e
Yavot <BY AT e Tl HTel HTd et ITecl UK

e In a statement, the ministry said it had
received three applications from Adani Enterprises for
setting up coal-to-urea gasification plants, one from
Shyam Sel & Power Limited for producing syngas, and
one from Gallantt Ispat Ltd. for direct reduced iron and
syngas.
HIATIT & Teh ST H Fgl Th 39 WS Te9gaeT I
el & FRIT IAHIOT T TAAT el o e e
3TdEsT, 99T A US TR fafdes I e & 3carea
& foIw U 31mdea 3R dheie seara fafdes ¥ uogar
39gRAd oilg (Direct Reduced Iron) T2T fAa3ia &

Wa:ﬁrawaﬁaﬁwgm%l

e Earlier, the ministry had informed that NTPC
Ltd. and Talcher Fertilisers (TFL) too had put forth
applications.

SO Ugel, HATIT of STeTahiy & &Y i NTPC Ltd. 31X
aTereR BiEemgerd (TFL) & 8 3mdee J&qd fohu A

¢ While the State-owned power distributor is
seeking to produce synthetic natural gas, TFL has
applied for a urea gasification plant.

A T ST AT TGl &, Tet TFL = ZRAT Arefiepor
AT & AT 3mdee R gl

e The applications would now be evaluated in
accordance with the guidelines of the scheme.

319 3TACHAT T Hodiehel Arerelt & fenfadar & 3R

HOTT FIIT T @i FA SN, FhereT 1 A 319 FATCA g1 Feb TROT hY Thel AT |
o “The second window [of the rolling application system] commences today.

[T 3mdeeT ol Y] gl RS ST F qw A W Y
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e A good number of companies applied in the first phase, and we expect that more companies
would turn up in the second phase,” he told media persons.

Tg el TROT A hTohT HEAT 7 Huferdll o 3rdeet fham 3R g 351e ¢ o g wvor F 3 ot
HFUFAAT AT FIIMN,” Segial ATSITRIAAT A FeT
e The coal ministry had stated earlier in the day that several prospective applicants were

presently at “advanced stages of project preparation” to submit proposals in subsequent
windows.

I HATeIT o fereT  Tgel el AT o S HeATfaeT 3Tdeeh IIMHAT TROT # TEdTd Tecel el &
T ad@T & “gRE@eaT F Y & 3eaa = J £

Govt. pauses
bank staff PLI
scheme ahead
of strike

ll!E Mﬂ !I.I]'Eill.l

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Finance
said it has decided to keep
in abeyance the perfor-
mance-linked  incentive
(PLI) scheme it had initially
planned for 2025-26 for pu-
blic sector bank em-
ployees, following a meet-
ing between Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man and a delegation of
bank employees led by the
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh,
the labour wing of the RSS.

The decision comes
days before the September
11 nationwide one-day
bank strike the United Fo-
rum of Bank Unions (UF-
BU) had announced, de-
manding a review of the
PLI scheme, the institution
of a five-day work-week for
bank employees, apart
from other issues.

“The delegation raised
various issues relating to
the banking sector includ-
ing review of ex-gratia,
medical facility for retired
employees, revisiting the
present structure of PLI
Scheme applicable for the
employees of PSBs, and
other concerns related to
employees,” the Finance
Ministry said.

09S9. Govt. pauses bank staff PLI scheme ahead of strike

TIHR A §5dTd A Ug dob FAATRAT Y PLI ST 9T Ak TS

e The Ministry of Finance said it has decided to keep in abeyance the
performance-linked incentive (PLI) scheme it had initially planned for 2025-26 for
public sector bank employees, following a meeting between Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and a delegation of bank employees led by the Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh,
the labour wing of the RSS.

T HarerT & e o 38 Frdsifeien &1 & deh seaTial & fow 2025-26 7 & A
YT Teeiel-3mend WcHTgsT (PL1) AT Y [helgTel TARIT 3@ T [0 form 8
Ig fooTe fae w1 faatem fareor 3 s 7y @9, St RSS & #ffAw arar g, &
e 3 Ao et & e HfaARIsser & drer g8 Yoo & s fera ara|

e The decision comes days before the SeStember 11 nationwide one-day bank
strike the United Forum of Bank Unions (UFBU) had announced, demanding a review

of the PLI scheme, the institution of a five-day work-week for bank employees, apart
from other issues.

Ig 01T 11 Rde $1 Sereardt vwieadia 3% g3arer & 5o 6o yger 3man g, fSaehr
ENOT FATSES B 3T de AT (UFBU) o &1 Y| 38T PLI AraTalT 1 FalteT, 3
AR o TorT dre-faeir FTE-WCdTg o] = TUT 31 Heal hi HaT T 75 o7

e “The delegation raised various issues relating to the banking sector including
review of ex-gratia, medical facility for retired employees, revisiting the present

structure of PLI Scheme applicable for the employees of PSBs, and other concerns
related to employees,” the Finance Ministry said.

& #iTera = e, “gidiaftrsser o dfsher &t & Heiftra fafdieT e 3o, fSree srepare
TR (ex-gratia) Y FHIET, Aariaiga Heaiar & forv Rifrcar giawr, adsfas e &
et (PSBs) & TR I A9 dcTTal PLI| AT Y FIAT I ATEIR, 747 hatenRat
T gefd =g Riam’ enfaer ot
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‘FCNR(B)
deposits
cheaper for
banks’

| |!E !!!!!ll.l !IJ]'E&I.I

MUMBAI

Foreign Currency Non-Re-
sident (Bank) or FCNR(B)
deposits have emerged asa
significantly cheaper
source of funding for In-
dian banks under the cur-
rent design of the scheme,
a research note by Bank of
America (BofA) Securities
Research shows.

“Typically, banks would
raise 3-5 year deposits at
present at around 6.5%-
7.5%. By most term sheets
we have seen, larger banks
have offered interest rates
mostly between 5.25%-6%
on foreign currency depo-
sits and with the FX risk
borne by the RBI, for
banks, technically the
FCNR (B) has become a
much cheaper source of
funding than conventional
rupee deposits will be es-
pecially when compared
with CD rates,” BofA Secur-
ities said.
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09S9. ‘FCNR(B) deposits cheaper for banks’
‘FCNR(B) JT#T 4% & foT awa’

e Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Bank) or FCNR(B) deposits have
emerged as a significantly cheaper source of funding for Indian banks under the
current design of the scheme, a research note by Bank of America (BofA)
Securities Research shows.

d% 3w 3ANFT (BofA) RTINS REd & veh MNY-97 & 9aT TeldT & T ANStatr
A TTATH TITAT & dgd BReT HIAY ATAIITE (d9) AT FCNR(B) AT AR Sht
& foIT TIaivoT &7 Ueh AgeaquT §9 & HEAT AT Teiehd 3 B

e “Typically, banks would raise 3-5 year deposits at present at around
6.5%-7.5%.

“HTHAR N, e TIATT H 3-5 T Y STAT I 6.5%-7.5% 1 & W e &

e By most term sheets we have seen, larger banks have offered interest
rates mostly between 5.25%-6% on foreign currency deposits and with the FX
risk borne by the RBI, for banks, technically the FCNR(B) has become a much
cheaper source of funding than conventional rupee deposits will be especially
when compared with CD rates,” BofA Securities said.

gHe TSieT Jiferenier <ot offew Y 2T B, 3e7eh 38R 99 sehl o fagel #fer St X
HEI: 5.25%-6% oI SATST e hT dreher i & 3R fagelt et (FX) Shf@# RBI
EART g FFT FTe & HROT, dohi & fIT derefieh! €9 & FCNR(B) YRR 92T
STATT & Joletl & TITaIoT 7 HeT 31T FEAT A oof TAT &, fAAT &9 & 5T
SHERT ool CD & & 1 STiell §,” BofA Securities = &gl
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09S9

Have complete trust in ISRO: French space agency

wEET 3 fieT T @ T, ISRO U [T $RAT R

09S9

From moon’s far side, a satellite to look for the first radio signal

GAT ¥ GIET 7T F, T4 WA T A B & v v 398
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Have complete trust in
ISRO: French space agency

Hemanth C.S.
PARIS

The French space agency
Centre National d’Etudes
Spatiales (CNES) has said
that it is not perturbed
with the back-to-back fai-
lures of the Indian Space
Research  Organisation’s
(ISRO)’s workhorse rocket,
the Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV), and has
complete trust in its Indian
partner.

The PSLV is scheduled
to launch the Indo-French
TRISHNA (Thermal Infra-
Red Imaging Satellite for
High-resolution  Natural
Resource Assessment) mis-
sion next year. It is a collab-
orative endeavour bet-
ween the ISRO and the
CNES.

“There is always a risk
with launches and we
know the risks. You must
trust your partners and

o

¢
cnes

CETTAL MATIOMN
| OV SRATIALE

A -
The ISRO is scheduled to launch

the Indo-French TRISHNA
mission on PSLV next year.

trust is very important in
space cooperation because
we do difficult things to-
gether and to do difficult
things you trust each other.
ISRO is a huge space player
in the world, they know
what to do. So we trust
them for the launch and
the satellite also,” Lionel
Suchet, Chief Operating Of-
ficer, CNES, told The
Hindu.

The PSLV had suffered
two setbacks. On January
12, 2026, the PSLV-C62 mis-
sion carrying the EOS-NI1
earth observation satellite
failed to finish its intended
trajectory after an anomaly
was detected during the
end of the third stage of the
launch vehicle. On May 18,
2025, the PSLV-C61 mission
had also failed due to an
anomaly in the third stage
of the rocket.

TRISHNA is engineered
to deliver high spatial and
high temporal resolution
monitoring of earth’s sur-
face temperature, emissivi-
ty, and biophysical and ra-
diation  variables for
surface energy budgeting
at regional to global scale.

(The reporter is in Paris
at the invitation of France’s
Ministry for Europe and
Foreign Affairs to cover the
International Space Sum-
mit)

09S9. Have complete trust in ISRO: French space agency

I 3TTRaT T ¥ F8T, ISRO IT I #1304T §

e The French space agency Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales (CNES) has said that it is not
perturbed with the back-to-back failures of the Indian Space Research Organisation’s
(ISRO)’s workhorse rocket, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), and has complete
trust in its Indian partner.

WG 37deT ToiET Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales (CNES) = &gT ¢ foh ag IRAT
37T 3TTET HITS (ISRO) & SRIGHS TEITT ATeT YefRr 3UAE FAYOT AT (PSLV)
W?ﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ%&ﬁ?ﬁmﬁmﬁquym%l

e The PSLV is scheduled to launch the Indo-French TRISHNA (Thermal Infra Red Imaging
Satellite for High-resolution Natural Resource Assessment) mission next year.

PSLV &l 39Tel 9§ $IRcA-5hid & €T TRISHNA (Thermal Infra Red Imaging Satellite for
High-resolution Natural Resource Assessment) fARIT ST T&TIUT =TT & |

e |tis a collaborative endeavour between the ISRO and the CNES.
Ig ISRO 3R CNES #T §#JFd T4 &

e OnJanuary 12, 2026, the PSLV-C62 mission carrying the EOS-N1 earth observation satellite
failed to finish its intended trajectory after an anomaly was detected during the end of the third
stage of the launch vehicle.
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12 ST=TadY 2026 HT EOS-N1 qdt 3raeilhel 3UIE I of ST dlell PSLV-C62 fARNET Faivor a1 &

e TROT o 3T H Teh TG b7 9T Teled o S1e 379t T eiRe sheTl g8 &t # et e

e On May 18, 2025, the PSLV-C61 mission had also failed due to an anomaly in the third stage
of the rocket.

18 FZ 2025 FI PSLV-C61 A 3 Ache & frEx TRoT 7 3118 U faw@enfa & wRoT fawer g arar
o)

¢ TRISHNA is engineered to deliver high spatial and high temporal resolution monitoring of
earth’s surface temperature, emissivity, and biophysical and radiation variables for surface
energy budgeting at regional to global scale.

TRISHNA & &7 & 3fRaeh HeR TR HAG & Fail Soie & 3MTehelel & [T G2l &I Helg &
YA, ScToreT2Near auT Sasfifaehr v fafentor Geel T i 3= Fanfas 3R 3= wifes
diesT a197aT arel fAIRTET UeTeT vt & forv fasnfaa forar srar g

From moon’s far side, a satellite to
look for the first radio signal

The 21-cm radio signal emitted by neutral hydrogen is like the proverbial needle in a haystack as it is buried beneath foreground radio emissions thousands of times stronger;

to isolate it and reveal how the first stars and galaxies formed is a great ¢

even for advanced platforms like the planned CosmoCube and Indias PR/

osmologists are literally over

the moon at the prospect of

istening to the universe telling
its story like never before.

At the heart of this excitement is a
small satellite named CosmoCube, which
scientists from the Royal Astronomical
Society (RAS) plan to send to the far side
of the moon, which permanently faces
away from the earth.

Expected to be launched before the
end of this decade, CosmoCube will orbit
the moon and use it as a natural shield
from radio interference generated on the
earth.

Two-year mission

The compact satellite will have around
40 minutes on the lunar far side during
its orbit every two hours, when it will be
cut off from all radio noise from the
earth. This is when it can capture
ultra-faint cosmic signals, particularly
one emitted by neutral hydrogen atoms
~ the most abundant element in space.

“While passing behind the moon, the
satellite would listen for an extremely
faint radio ‘whisper’ produced by
hydrogen in the very young universe,
before the first stars and galaxies had
fully formed,” Eloy de Lera Acedo, head
of the Radio Astronomy and Cosmology
research group at the University of
Cambridge, who is leading the project,
said via email.

A study on the CosmoCube project
was published in Nature Astronomy on
August 14.

‘The RAS researchers expect the
satellite to gather more than a thousand
hours of data during its two-year
mission.

“During its scientific observations,
CosmoCube would ideally remain
radio-silent while behind the moon, so
that its own communications did not
contaminate the measurement. The
recorded data could then be transmitted
to the earth during a different part of its
Dr. de Lera Acedo said.

“The satellite carries a very sensitive
and accurately calibrated radio receiver,
or radiometer, operating at low
frequencies (10-100 MHz) which would
separate the incoming radio waves into
many frequency channels so that
scientists [can] search for the

characteristic fingerprint of early
hydrogen.”

Dark ages

Current models of the universe suggest
that once upon a spacetime, right after
being engendered by the Big Bang, the

First Stars and Reionization Era

Epoch of Reionization

universe must have been a very dark
place filled with neutral hydrogen.

This inky black period is called the
Cosmic Dark Ages. It stretched from
about 3,80,000 years to around 200
million years after the Big Bang. The first
stars and galaxies were yet to ignite their
nuclear furnaces and switch on the lights
in the universe, ushering in what is
known as the Cosmic Dawn.

Today, we can detect blurred pictures
of that infant universe in the cosmic
microwave background (CMB), the
primaeval radiation emitted shortly after
the Big Bang.

But no one quite understands what
happened during the subsequent Dark
Ages as there is nothing for even the
state-of-the-art instruments of today to
‘see’ of that mysterious era.

In that sense, the story of the universe
would have been left untold at that point
but for a Dutch astronomer, Hendrik van
de Hulst. In 1944, Van de Hulst predicted

Cosmic dawn: A timeline of the earty universe, from the Big Bang to the present. NAsA

Galaxies and Quasers
begin 1o fom - staring
reionization.

a rare quantum mechanical
phenomenon called a spin-flip transition
that could have prompted the neutral
hydrogen filling the cosmos to emit a
feeble light.

He reckoned that this light could be
detected at a specific wavelength of 21
cm. Unlike visible light, this anrlcnl
radiation, whose

It meant cosmologists could pick up
the story of the universe again because
they had a means to study the Dark Ages,
one of the few periods in cosmic history
that has never been directly observed.

Around 150 million to one billion
years after the Big Bang, light from the
first stars and galaxies split the
ubiquitous neutral hydrogen in the
cosmos into free electrons and protons.

This ‘Era of Reionisation’ lifted the
dark cosmic fog from the universe and
made it transparent, traces of which we
now see as the cosmic microwave
background.

CosmoCube will also help investigate
the Hubble tension: the difference in
results when we measure the expansion
of the universe by studying nearby
celestial systems and the CMB of the
early universe.

“CosmoCube would not simply make
another direct measurement of today’s
Hubble constant,” Dr. de Lera Acedo

said. “Instead, it would examine a largely

unexplored period between the CMB
and the formation of the first stars.” This
will help cosmologists test some of the
new-physics explanations proposed for
the Hubble tension, including dark
matter (which does not emit or reflect
light but accounts for more than 80% of
the universe’s mass).

“‘Extraordinary promise’

As Dr. de Lera Acedo put it, “If a model
changes the early expansion history,
introduces an additional radio
background, or allows new interactions
between dark matter and ordinary
matter, it may leave a measurable
signature in the 21-centimetre signal.
CosmoCube could provide an
independent test of such ideas.”

The 21-cm signal from neutral
hydrogen is like the proverbial needle in
a haystack as it is buried beneath
foreground radio emissions probably
tens of thousands of times stronger.

To isolate it and reveal how the very
hm stars and galaxies formed is a

idable challenge even for advanced

frequency is 1,420 MHz, penetrates
interstellar dust clouds to bring us
snapshots from the very beginning of
space and time.

(Of course, as the universe expands,
this radiation is stretched to wavelengths
of many metres by the time it reaches
us.)

First lights
In 1951, the U.S. physicists Harold Ewen
and Edward Purcell at Harvard
University observed the 21-cm radiation
for the first time, heralding the age of
spectral-line astronomy.

platforms such as CosmoCube and
India’s PRATUSH — a proposed radio
telescope and radiometer in lunar orbit
(its name is short for ‘Probing

ReionisATion of the Universe using Signal

from Hydrogen’).

As Dr. de Lera Acedo said, “That
combination, extraordinary scientific
promise coupled with extraordinary
experimental difficulty, is precisely why
the radio-quiet environment behind the
moon is so valuable.”

(Prakash Chandra is a science writer.
prakashisat@gmail .com)

THE GIST

v

Expected to be launched
before the end of this decade,
CosmoCube will orbit the
moon and use it as a natural
shield from radio interference
generated on the earth

v

The compact satellite wil have
around 40 minutes on the
tunar far side during its orbit
‘every two hours, when it will
be cut off from all radio noise
from the earth

v

CosmoCube will also help
investigate the Hubble tension:
the difference in results when
we measure the expansion of
the universe by studying
nearby celestial systems and
the cosmic microwave
background of the early
universe

09S9. From moon’s far side, a satellite to look for the first radio signal

TEAT & GIEY AT/, TIH WA FFa & @it F fow v 39918
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e Cosmologists are literally over the moon at the prospect of listening to the universe telling its
story like never before.

SEATS TARATAT S8 THIGAT F 3T SIS & foh I TETs T Tgel sl o Fo¥ 10 Flieh & 3=
mmygﬂml

o At the heart of this excitement is a small satellite named CosmoCube, which scientists from
the Royal Astronomical Society (RAS) plan to send to the far side of the moon, which
permanently faces away from the earth.

Y 3cH18 & g H CosmoCube THE Teh BICT 3YIE &, Tor U el TEEIATTAT T AT (RAS)
& AAToYeh <IGHT & 38 GIEY 1T H Aofel hT ATl §=11 @ &, S FAR &7 gt & faudia faem
A @R

e Expected to be launched before the end of this decade, CosmoCube will orbit the
moon and use it as a natural shield from radio interference generated on the earth.

T SUF & I ¥ Igo 7R fhe S Y 357lig arar CosmoCube agaAT St aRewaAT w3am 3ilx
g2} 9T 3T g1 arer I3 sEaaiT & 99 & fov ggAn # v urpfas afwes & T A
YT F

Two-year mission

ar avify e

e The compact satellite will have around 40 minutes on the lunar far side during its orbit every
two hours, when it will be cut off from all radio noise from the earth.

IE BICT 3IE Ycdeh &1 ©E I I HaTl & GRTeT ST 40 TATC TSHT o gIEY #19T H g,
ST a8 G2 U 3771 aTel T ISAT AR & T e 3efer Q|

e This is when it can capture ultra-faint cosmic signals, particularly one emitted by neutral
hydrogen atoms —the most abundant element in space.

ST ST g 37T &110T FEATST Fehdl T Gof X TohdlT 8, TAAY T & IERAT gIgsisieT
TRATIT3H GEART ScafoTa Hahd HI—ait 3ARET 3 ¥ T AT F 911 S dTell 7 81

o “While passing behind the moon, the satellite would listen for an extremely faint radio
‘whisper’ produced by hydrogen in the very young universe, before the first stars and galaxies
had fully formed,” Eloy de Lera Acedo, head of the Radio Astronomy and Cosmology
research group at the University of Cambridge, who is leading the project, said via email.

“TGAT & NS A IR THY, 3UIE HcTd T SEATS H gT8gTlel SaRT 3cdeed Teh Sgc &flor I3AT
‘GHGHTES T Foidl, mmmqmaﬁmmm&qﬁmﬁﬁmﬁaﬁg@aﬁ,”
AREISTAT T Accd Y ¢ HiFae faeafaemery & ST @airer fa=iet 3R SEars A e
T & GHT T 3 A A2 o SHA oh AETH § gl

e A study on the CosmoCube project was published in Nature Astronomy on August 14.
CosmoCube IRATSTAT X Teh eI 14 39¥d &I Nature Astronomy ﬁwﬁﬁgam

e The RAS researchers expect the satellite to gather more than a thousand hours of data
during its two-year mission.

RAS & TeRdT3iT 1 3FAIE & o 3Uarg 379eT &l auiiT fARreT & eI Uah goIR ue W 378 T
3T ThHT FHTT|

o “During its scientific observations, CosmoCube would ideally remain radio-silent while behind
the moon, so that its own communications did not contaminate the measurement.

“379e1 AN 3rqeilehail & NI, CosmoCube &Y 3Tee &9 & g1 & N et gU 3A-
TS TGaT =g, ATfeh 3% 379el HUR Hehel AT I ¥ o Y|

e The recorded data could then be transmitted to the earth during a different part of its orbit,”
Dr. de Lera Acedo said.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page48



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

3 §1E St fohT ITT SET hT SHAT Tl & Fohall 3w TOT & GRTeT g2t TR SSIT ST el 8, 2.
Y oRT 31T o T

“The satellite carries a very sensitive and accurately calibrated radio receiver, or radiometer,
operating at low frequencies (10-100 MHz) which would separate the incoming radio waves
into many frequency channels so that scientists [can] search for the characteristic fingerprint
of early hydrogen.”

“3YTE H Teoh 37cdd Fdearelie AR Tt &9 F hioie fonar arar WY Reftar, srerar Waedey,
ST &, ST fole=T 3G it (10-100 MHz) TR o &l & 3R 37Te arell 1S3 o1t T 3eieh gy
Yetell 7 fFsmTora antem, anfer Safore TR gregiert & fafise Rrrfe i @isr & w1

Dark ages
IEHT T

Current models of the universe suggest that once upon a spacetime, right after being
engendered by the Big Bang, the universe must have been a very dark place filled with
neutral hydrogen.

SEHTS & gJHTT AlSe Hohd &d & [ HIl T AT, {91 &1 & 300+ 81 & & a1, FeHAS T
WWW@TW,ETWW#W@HW

This inky black period is called the Cosmic Dark Ages.

$H TIIg 3UhRAY 3Tafel sl FEATST FTFR T (Cosmic Dark Ages) gl ST &

It stretched from about 3,80,000 years to around 200 million years after the Big Bang.

g Hafer faeT o1 & oreTsteT 3,80,000 a¥ a1g / w9TsaT 200 AT ¥ F W

The first stars and galaxies were yet to ignite their nuclear furnaces and switch on the lights in
the universe, ushering in what is known as the Cosmic Dawn.

T2UH dRT 31T TRTreTem3it st 318l 319t AR s1efeat A Usafad wear 3T sEdArs 7 yehrer
SelTeAT SThT 2T, FS a8 FEAERT T (Cosmic Dawn) & &9 & STt SiTe aTelY 37 T 3787

g3l

Pl
Today, we can detect blurred pictures of that infant universe in the cosmic microwave
background (CMB), the primaeval radiation emitted shortly after the Big Bang.

HTST &1 38 RATAET AT FEATS T Yol TR Y FeADNT AFFHIAT oA (CMB) H &
Fhd §, St 397 971 & o TA o1e; 3cafoTd g8 ey i

But no one quite understands what happened during the subsequent Dark Ages as there is
nothing for even the state-of-the-art instruments of today to ‘see’ of that mysterious era.

aﬁmmma:mgwa:amwgm, SU IS T TG A1 AT, FiTeh 3T &
ATy e UM & fAT 8ff 37 WEIAT LaT Y ¢ & AT FS 3Tl e 8

In that sense, the story of the universe would have been left untold at that point but for a
Dutch astronomer, Hendrik van de Hulst.

sﬁyéﬁ,aﬁﬁ@mm%méwam,ﬁwwmﬁmm
REESIGI

In 1944, Van de Hulst predicted a rare quantum mechanical phenomenon called a spin-flip
transition that could have prompted the neutral hydrogen filling the cosmos to emit a feeble
light.
1944ﬁm§w#ﬁqﬁ-mmwmwgéﬂmmﬁmmaﬁmﬁmwﬁﬁ
S SEATS H IR 3T gIS3Iold T Teh &f10T YhIeT 3chford aal o forw IR & IendT ot

He reckoned that this light could be detected at a specific wavelength of 21 cm.
3egiel HeTHTeT SITIAT o SH FehTRT S el 21 e 1 fafrse aREree W 9T ST ThaT B
Unlike visible light, this ancient radiation, whose corresponding frequency is 1,420 MHz,

penetrates interstellar dust clouds to bring us snapshots from the very beginning of space and
time.
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o eIl o Ao, Ig arehiet fafeheor, foraehr @are Jimgi 1,420 MHz 8, 3icRaReIT 4o &
STl T SigehT G IARET 3R FoHT o 3R &T0T T SToleh Felel T & |

e (Of course, as the universe expands, this radiation is stretched to wavelengths of many
metres by the time it reaches us.)

(AR w9 &, SI8-314 SEATS 1 FAEAR gIT &, §AR I Tga= I Ig FafehTor ohg ey
A de @ ST )

First lights
YYH YhRT

e In 1951, the U.S. physicists Harold Ewen and Edward Purcell at Harvard University
observed the 21-cm radiation for the first time, heralding the age of spectral-line astronomy

1951 # gras faeafaczrer & @R sifawiac! fies 3a+ 3R vead wid & ggel IR 21-
HETAICT TAfeR0T i1 Srareiient foha, fSrady Fergel-aTgeT Tater fatreT < a1 T FAUT §3T|

e |t meant cosmologists could pick up the story of the universe again because they had a
means to study the Dark Ages, one of the few periods in cosmic history that has never been
directly observed.

SHHT 3RY T T sieaArs fammeh o & STeais S gl i THASTAT Y X Tohdl J, Fifeh 3oeh
U 3YHR Z T AT et T Teh TTET AT, S TEHSIT e 1 3o Fo Iafe 7 § v
& TOTHaRT UceT §T A FslT 3Tqcllchel oTal fohdT 1T &

e Around 150 million to one billion years after the Big Bang, light from the first stars and
galaxies split the ubiquitous neutral hydrogen in the cosmos into free electrons and protons.

9T 1 & ST9T379T 150 FRATATST & Uk 3T ¥ 91, TUH dRT 3R 3TRREFSN & Th1el o SeAS
A FeaTd ST GISgISTel i HFd Forgiall IR Tel=T & fasntsid v feam

e This ‘Era of Reionisation’ lifted the dark cosmic fog from the universe and made it
transparent, traces of which we now see as the cosmic microwave background.

S ‘G HTIAHIOT & T (Era of Reionisation) ¥ SEHAS & UHRAYT SEHASIT Y& I geT ferr
3R 38 e 7= 2, foiee 3raY 319 §A FeAS ABHIAT TS & &9 H @ B

e CosmoCube will also help investigate the Hubble tension: the difference in results when we
measure the expansion of the universe by studying nearby celestial systems and the CMB of
the early universe.

CosmoCube g&el da1d (Hubble tension) $r Sirer & i TERIAT M fAhead! @amea
gunforat 3R IRTAE SEAS F CMB FT T Flh STd §H SIEHS & [dTdR &l AT &, df 9o
gROMHAT 7 7 A 81T &, 3Y g9 dA1d gl ST g

e “CosmoCube would not simply make another direct measurement of today’s Hubble
constant,” Dr. de Lera Acedo said.

“CosmoCube 3hdel 3ol & ool AT T Teh 3 YcT&T AT el ham,” 31, 3Y ok 3/Jsr oF
<hel|

o “Instead, it would examine a largely unexplored period between the CMB and the formation of
the first stars.”

“SHE T, Tg CMB 3R TUH arY F fAATor & g Y 93 A= ) 3=avor 7 Y 71§ 3rafer v
I HI”

e This will help cosmologists test some of the new-physics explanations proposed for the
Hubble tension, including dark matter (which does not emit or reflect light but accounts for
more than 80% of the universe’s mass).

5ad siEaATs [t i goel defia & faT gedrad a% sitfadr g sareamsit § & Fo &
TETOT Xt H T TR, fSeTeT 3k #ex off anfAer § (S TehTRl &7 3ol AT URTacieT 7T
FAT, Afehed SEATS & GeTHTT T 80% ¥ 3T REAT ST ) |
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‘Extraordinary promise
‘ITHTIROT FHTIATT

As Dr. de Lera Acedo put it, “If a model changes the early expansion history, introduces an
additional radio background, or allows new interactions between dark matter and ordinary
matter, it may leave a measurable signature in the 21-centimetre signal.

ST TR 31, 3 oRT 31AET A T, “IfE IS Alsel URTAS TATAR & 3fagrd &t deadr g, JfalRed
ST oA YTl T &, IT 3Tk AT AR AT gerd & o a1 s franait oy segafar o
g, dl a8 21T Tohd & U A A9 [ Bl hdr g

CosmoCube could provide an independent test of such ideas.”

CosmoCube Y& faaRT &7 Ueh Tad= TNETOT 3T T HhT g1

The 21-cm signal from neutral hydrogen is like the proverbial needle in a haystack as it is
buried beneath foreground radio emissions probably tens of thousands of times stronger.

ST gTggiotel & e 21-H&HeT Wahel HgIaR & TTAR W & & & s HiT g ¢, FIh Tg
3B 6 I ScAT=A & AT o 31T &, S HHaT: SN &N FoIR I 1feres aAfFeremeh €

To isolate it and reveal how the very first stars and galaxies formed is a formidable challenge
even for advanced platforms such as CosmoCube and India’s PRATUSH — a proposed radio
telescope and radiometer in lunar orbit (its name is short for ‘Probing ReionisATion of the
Universe using Signal from Hydrogen’).

sﬁmﬁwwmﬁ:mmaﬁaﬂrmmﬁmﬁﬁwﬁgm
CosmoCube 3R TR & PRATUSH & 3eeTd Colethia! & ToIT 8 Teh 31caicl hidel geilell §—
PRATUSH % &l # JEaifad teh I3aT guellet 3R I32efex & (56T 13 “Probing

ReionisATion of the Universe using Signal from Hydrogen’ &T Gféicd &9 &)1

As Dr. de Lera Acedo said, “That combination, extraordinary scientific promise coupled
with extraordinary experimental difficulty, is precisely why the radio-quiet environment
behind the moon is so valuable.”

SHET 3R 7. 3Y oRT 38T o ST, “HATUROT Fe1fores FHTEAT31T 3 AR YA widars Fr
IE TASAT &1 SYeh I8 HRUT & Toh TSHAT o WIS 1 IBA- AT ATAravor Scfelt Hedar §1”
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|IFS-FNA FT HHT: FHTT T g&al
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5 young orangutans rescued

from Odisha’s Balasore district

The Odisha Forest Department on Tuesday
rescued five young orangutans after they were
found abandoned in a casuarina plantation in the
Udayapur-Talsari forest area of Balasore district.
The orangutans, which are not native to India,
were found during routine patrolling, said
Regional Chief Conservator of Forests Prakash
Chand Gogineni. “We have rescued all of them.
Of the five, three are male, and two are female,”

Mr. Gogineni said. The orangutans, aged between

six months and one year, have been shifted to
Nandankanan Zoological Park for medical
examination. Orangutans are naturally found in
the forests of Indonesia and Malaysia. “It appears
to be a botched-up transit operation,” he said.

09S9. 5young orangutans rescued from Odisha’s
Balasore district

3N & FraraR forer & gter a1 EEr=T Y F=rr =

e The Odisha Forest Department on Tuesday rescued five
young orangutans after they were found abandoned in a casuarina
plantation in the Udayapur-Talsari forest area of Balasore
district.

o N3N T fATT A FITAR FT AR o & SeaqR-arerary
et & 7 U FgdieT gatRivor &v 3 9Rczrerd are a7v e gar
INETL T =R

¢ The orangutans, which are not native to India, were found

during routine patrolling, said Regional Chief Conservator of Forests
Prakash Chand Gogineni.

o &I YT HET deT T Yeh THTRI TG MAAA o s o
oA e & aRier et I 3ieTere sRa & a7er fovamel aidt &1

e “We have rescued all of them.

o ‘EH 31 T &I FaT for T B

e Ofthe five, three are male, and two are female,” Mr.
Gogineni said.

o A MR 7 T, 3T i HF[CrEA 7 e 7 i @Y AvET E17
e The orangutans, aged between six months and one year, have been shifted to
Nandankanan Zoological Park for medical examination.

o  OF AN W UH q¥ T 37 aTel 3o IR b1 RAfFcwahra wdiator & forw dgeeree yroft
3T TATAAR Y AT IR |

e Orangutans are naturally found in the forests of Indonesia and Malaysia.

o 3N Wi &9 & $TAAT AR FARAAT & gl F 91w A

e ‘It appears to be a botched-up transit operation,” he said.

Slumping: a soft-coral threat

o Myeong-hyo loved the vibrant
K colour and thriving life of South

Korea’s soft corals when she
first began diving off the coast of Jeju
island six years ago, looking to harvest
seafood for sale. “Watching the coral
garden collapse and turn white, it was
so disorienting,” Ko says now, after two
years of rising temperatures and harsher
weather brought by climate change
have led to many corals slumping over
and dying. “I was afraid the whole sea
might be collapsing.”
The ‘slumping’ phenomenon is showing
up again this year, says the Paran Ocean
Citizen Science Centre, a group of divers
who monitor the island’s UNESCO-listed

Reef research: A scientist checks corals with

3cgieT ShaT, “UFT Tdld 8T & T g Ueh fahel IRTHT A FAATT 27)”

09S9. Slumping: a soft-coral threat
HIFT-FN HT HHT: FHE $T Tl

e Ko Myeong-hyo loved the vibrant colour and
thriving life of South Korea’s soft corals when she first began
diving o the coast of Jeju island six years ago, looking to
harvest seafood for sale.

T FITIT-EAY T STAI0T HIRAT 3 FIFE HIel T siad T 3T
THEH WHAY ShaeT Sgcl 9w U, Sfd Segia o IY Tgel THAT
e yerdf & S2e1 o [oIT UhfAd et & 38T § A §@T &

soft corals, mostly around uninhabited
islets south of Jeju.

Unlike hard corals supported by rigid
calcium carbonate skeletons, soft corals
rely on internal fluid pressure to keep
upright.

Environmental changes can disrupt that
pressure, leading them to slump or
collapse.

“If another large-scale ‘slumping’
happens, corals partially recover and
then a lot break off and deteriorate
again, and that keeps repeating, their
capacity to recover just keeps declining,”
said researcher Kim Taihun.

Kim and Anna Beate Jost, a colleague at
the Korea Institute of Ocean Science and
Technology, documented Jeju’s 2024
soft coral slumping event for the first
time in a May article in the journal
Scientific Reports.

researchers at a lab called Jeju Tropica, in Jeju,
South Korea on August 20, 2026. REUTERS

Kim said this year’s event resembled
that of 2024, but could worsen should
high water temperatures persist through
September, and the historic El Nino may
trigger typhoons and heavy rains.

Coral researchers say such weather
conditions, plus water flowing down
from China’s Yangtze River affecting the
area’s salinity, can trigger slumping.

~N

v
For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Science’

de & g Tgell IR INATERY Y& ¥ 2|

e “Watching the coral garden collapse and turn white, it
was so disorienting,” Ko says now, after two years of rising
temperatures and harsher weather brought by climate change
have led to many corals slumping over and dying.

‘PR ST H 36 IR THE gt WAT ScleT fraford et
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ATl UT,” T 379 el ©, FiTeh Serarg TRAc & HROT Tga arqaT AR 3faF For Ataw F ar
aul & 3eleh el T gTohet IR A o T Fager o e gl

“I was afraid the whole sea might be collapsing.”
TS ST AT 13 0 W & 3 TgT @’
The ‘slumping’ phenomenon is showing up again this year, says the Paran Ocean Citizen

Science Centre, a group of divers who monitor the island’s UNESCO-listed soft corals,
mostly around uninhabited islets south of Jeju.

‘FATRGIT Y geaT 57 a¥ R oS & W &, VA IR 3irereT Rfestsr agw A T et g, oY
MATERT &7 Th THE ¢ 3N ST & TAEn)-gehagy AiFe HR I [HIRTeA Fdm 8, Fead: 39
& giaroT H eud foeter oic gdidt & 3|

Unlike hard corals supported by rigid calcium carbonate skeletons, soft corals rely on internal
fluid pressure to keep upright.

FOR HicaH FEfaec vehd T TAMIT 818 FRT & [T, Five IR @Y @2 T & v
ITaRe ga garg W AR Hd 8

Environmental changes can disrupt that pressure, leading them to slump or collapse.
TN IREdT $H ETa T ST Y Tehd &, ToTad 3 g1 3T 3¢ Tohd &

“If another large-scale ‘slumping’ happens, corals partially recover and then a lot break o+ and
deteriorate again, and that keeps repeating, their capacity to recover just keeps declining,”
said researcher Kim Taihun.

%ﬁuam‘rﬁm%\g?rﬁm, “gfe T IR T3 YA W FATRIr gy §, a PR 3AS &I F Sh
81 & 3R AR 37787 & g -3 Zeah JTeT 8 Sifet & 3R alaRT TR glet o197l €, 3R 7 wifdham
AR AT TGl &, 39T TeT: FAEY gioY Y 77T AR Teelt Selt 817

Kim and Anna Beate J6st, a colleague at the Korea Institute of Ocean Science and
Technology, documented Jeju’'s 2024 soft coral slumping event for the first time in a May
article in the journal

ot 3R 1ot e Aiee, ST FINEAT SEAICE 3HI® AT AT T3 TFAalal 7 ITchl TEehatt g,
o HS H TR Teh AMY-TF H Ggell R S Y 2024 FY WFE HRA TATFIIT TEAT T
GEATASROT TR

Kim said this year’s event resembled that of 2024, but could worsen should high water
temperatures persist through September, and the historic EI Nino may trigger typhoons and
heavy rains.

e o gl T 5T a¥ T TeT 2024 Y USoT & FH g, dfehed Tfe T deh 9TelY FT 3=
ATIHAT F=AT T6 T ¢ ol TeAfer 3R 978 Fehelt &, T Vfderiaes wer aiaY rit 31X sy it shr
3cUeo] &Y Hehell &

Coral researchers say such weather conditions, plus water flowing down from China’s
Yangtze River affecting the area’s salinity, can trigger slumping

P MUFATIHT o ShgalT § T 0ot Atasr waeht TRFFARIAT, a1 & N A gvcd af T $r
3R TgT aTelT UTeT, ST &7 T TT0TAT oY TTaT SlaT &, EATRYIT Y 3ceeT T HehdT &
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Postmemory: delineating the impact of
trauma on the generation-after

Coined by American philosopher Marianne Hirsch, postmemory describes the relationship of the subsequent generation to the traumatic

experiences of the previous generation, which they did not directly experience but ‘remember” through stories and experiences transmitted to them

Rohan Pillay A.

he costs of war are
multidimensional. Be it the loss
of life, the direct and indirect

economic implications or the
displacement of families, the list is
endless. However, when we usually talk
about the effects of war, we primarily do
so from the perspective of the generation
living through it, or from a historical
perspective. What does war, genocide,
generational trauma, etc., do to the
‘generation-after’, especially to their lived
history, experiences and memory?

Defining the ‘generation-after’

Before, we look into effects of
generational trauma on the
‘generation-after’ or the ‘second
generation’, it is imperative to understand
who they are. In this context, the
generation-after refers to people who are
born immediately after their previous
generation has gone through a significant
trauma that affected a large section of the
population, such as the Holocaust, to cite
an example. This group of people has not
directly experienced the event, but they
are the generation that immediately
follows the ones who were affected by it.

Postmemory and the inheritance of
trauma

In her essay titled The Long Afterlife of
Loss, Eva Hoffman says, “Loss leaves a
long trail in its wake. Sometimes, if the
loss is large enough, the trail seeps and
winds like invisible psychic ink through
individual lives, decades, and
generations.” She adds that the
generation-after has been placed in a

melancholie position due to their
historical situation and it is their fate “to
live with a multitude of lost “objects” that
they never had a chance to know.”

One of the main things that this
generation inherits, is a memory of loss,
not based on first-hand experience, but
one that still feels real.

Marianne Hirsch, an American
philosopher, coined the concept of
postmemory to explain the experiences
of the generation-after, which they
“remember” only from second-hand
experiences, but which still seem to
constitute their own memories as they
have been transmitted to them “so deeply
and effectively”.

Postmemory should not be understood
as memory. It is rather the relationship
that is shared by the generation-after with
the powerful and often traumatic
experiences that occurred prior to their
birth. These memories get transmitted
and are reinforced through photographs,
oral narratives, videos, etc. The
generation-after gets affected to the point
where these memories often feel more
real to them than their own lived
experience.

Transactions between the past and
the present

In an interview published by the
Columbia University Press, Ms. Hirsch
says that she wondered why her
memories of her parents’ recollections or
scenes of “the war” seemed more vibrant
to her than moments from her own
childhood. She adds that this ‘shared
memory’ had the qualities and textures of
memories, even though they were not her
memories. Memories, Ms. Hirsch says are,

“mediated by public images and stories
that are transmitted to us from
overpowering historical events.”

Ms. Hirsch posits that postmemory’s
connection with the past is not merely a
recalling, but is a mediation “by
imaginative investment, projection, and
creation”. She says that when one grows
up in an environment characterised by
such overwhelming inherited memories,
it results in the displacement of one’s own
stories and experiences by the dominant
narratives of the previous generation that
preceded their own birth.

One of the reasons behind this may be
attributed to the fact that official
estimates of the human cost of war may
be very different from the actual costs
endured. In such a context, memory
serves not merely as a method of
remembrance but as a political tool to
ensure that untold stories of the victims of
war do not go unsaid.

For instance, an official investigation
report ordered by the then UN
Secreyary-General Ban Ki-moon, puts that
up to 40,000 civilians were killed in the
last month of the Sri Lankan
government’s attack on the Tamil eelam,
which culminated in the Mullivaikkal
massacre on May 18, 2009. Colombo has
continued to deny these statistics.

The May 2009 final offensive by the Sri
Lankan army confined hundreds of
thousands of Sri Lankan Tamils to a
coastal strip, where they were subject to
various human rights violations. Reports
show that the army repeatedly
announced ‘safe zones’ where civilians
were asked to gather, then denied them
adequate access to humanitarian aid,
controlled exits through inhumane

methods, and continuing to bombard
these regions. The Sri Lankan
government continues to reject these
findings and is yet to put in place a
credible justice system for the victims.

A strong political tool

The lack of acknowledgement by the state
means that their memories form the
strongest political tool that recognises the
torture they were subjected to. These
stories are imparted to the
generation-after, not merely to remember,
but to ensure that the lack of
acknowledgment by the state does not
erase the lived experience of their
ancestors. In this regard, the Tamil
diaspora continues to celebrate May 18
every year as Mullivaikkal Remembrance
Day.
%he recollections and stories of the
generation-after of genocidal events, be it
the Holocaust or the Tamil genocide in Sri
Lanka, are filled with stories from their
ancestors. In Ms. Hirsch’s interview, she
says that the generation-after plays a
significant role in ensuring that the stories
witnessed by their ancestors do not get
erased for a “future that will know the
past deeply but that will not be paralysed
by its darknesses.”

These stories of the ‘generation-after’
share immense similarities with Israel’s
ongoing attack in Palestine. As citizens of
the world, we should not fail to look at the
toll that these traumatic events take on
the memory of the generations that
follow. These effects, which fail to catch
the eye at the first instance, have lasting
influences on the lives and lived
experiences of a large number of people
who are yet to be born.

Postmemory: delineating the impact of trauma on the generation-after
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The costs of war are multidimensional.
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Be it the loss of life, the direct and indirect economic implications or the displacement of

families, the list is endless.
g I SAeTglfel, TedeT 3R HTceT 31Tk Tarra &1 AT IRART T faEuTdet, sqehr I 3cTelet &1

However, when we usually talk about the effects of war, we primarily do so from the
perspective of the generation living through it, or from a historical perspective.
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What does war, genocide, generational trauma, etc., do to the ‘generation-after’, especially to
their lived history, experiences and memory?
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Defining the ‘generation-after’
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Before, we look into effects of generational trauma on the ‘generation-after’ or the ‘second
generation’, it is imperative to understand who they are.
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In this context, the generation-after refers to people who are born immediately after their

previous generation has gone through a significant trauma that affected a large section of the
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population, such as the Holocaust, to cite an example.
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This group of people has not directly experienced the event, but they are the generation that
immediately follows the ones who were affected by it.
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Postmemory and the inheritance of trauma

EeAAN 3R 3mara i g

In her essay titled The Long Afterlife of Loss, Eva Hoffman says, “Loss leaves a long trail in
its wake. Sometimes, if the loss is large enough, the trail seeps and winds like invisible
psychic ink through individual lives, decades, and generations.”
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She adds that the generation-after has been placed in a melancholic position due to their
historical situation and it is their fate “to live with a multitude of lost “objects” that they never
had a chance to know.”

T 3TN @il © Toh STeIRLAT-HTFET bl Sofehl UfcTgTlen TRTEAT & HROT Teh fawreqo’ f&ufa &
T@W%mwm%%é“@é@m‘aﬁr}ﬁ‘ & AT St 4T, foeg STetet T 37g
Far 3TE &Y g |

One of the main things that this generation inherits, is a memory of loss, not based on first-
hand experience, but one that still feels real.

%mﬁmﬁmmmﬁﬁﬁwmaﬁqﬁ&ﬁmﬁmw
3menRa LT @elt, fRT o area s Fewd @i ¥

Marianne Hirsch, an American philosopher, coined the concept of postmemory to explain the
experiences of the generation-after, which they “remember” only from second-hand
experiences, but which still seem to constitute their own memories as they have been
transmitted to them “so deeply and effectively”.
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Postmemory should not be understood as memory.
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It is rather the relationship that is shared by the generation-after with the powerful and often
traumatic experiences that occurred prior to their birth.
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These memories get transmitted and are reinforced through photographs, oral narratives,
videos, etc.
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The generation-after gets affected to the point where these memories often feel more real to
them than their own lived experience.
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Transactions between the past and the present

e 3R e & o s RRae

In an interview published by the Columbia University Press, Ms. Hirsch says that she
wondered why her memories of her parents’ recollections or scenes of “the war” seemed
more vibrant to her than moments from her own childhood.

Freifaar ZAaHE § EaRT Feh1fRIcT Ueh AafichR 3 AT Reh gl & T 3 meerd gl a7 foh
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She adds that this ‘shared memory’ had the qualities and textures of memories, even though
they were not her memories.
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Memories, Ms. Hirsch says are, “mediated by public images and stories that are transmitted
to us from overpowering historical events.”
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Ms. Hirsch posits that postmemory’s connection with the past is not merely a recalling, but is
a mediation “by imaginative investment, projection, and creation”.
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She says that when one grows up in an environment characterised by such overwhelming
inherited memories, it results in the displacement of one’s own stories and experiences by the
dominant narratives of the previous generation that preceded their own birth.
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One of the reasons behind this may be attributed to the fact that official estimates of the
human cost of war may be very different from the actual costs endured.
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In such a context, memory serves not merely as a method of remembrance but as a political
tool to ensure that untold stories of the victims of war do not go unsaid.
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For instance, an official investigation report ordered by the then UN Secreyary-General Ban
Ki-moon, puts that up to 40,000 civilians were Killed in the last month of the Sri Lankan
government’s attack on the Tamil Eelam, which culminated in the Mullivaikkal massacre on
May 18, 2009.
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Colombo has continued to deny these statistics. 7
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The May 2009 final offensive by the Sri Lankan army confined hundreds of thousands of Sri
Lankan Tamils to a coastal strip, where they were subject to various human rights violations.
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e Reports show that the army repeatedly announced ‘safe zones’ where civilians were asked to
gather, then denied them adequate access to humanitarian aid, controlled exits through
inhumane methods, and continuing to bombard these regions.

RaTel & oelr Tl § fob JaT1 o aR-aR “GRi@Ye &40 T 6T &, STl AT I Tehd g1t &
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e The Sri Lankan government continues to reject these findings and is yet to put in place a
credible justice system for the victims.
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A strong political tool
TS WAF STl ITRIOT

e The lack of acknowledgement by the state means that their memories form the strongest
political tool that recognises the torture they were subjected to.

U SaRT FIH T & 91T 7 379 § 1o 3oTehT THTIT 36 ATAAT BT AIAT Sof ATl T HF
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e These stories are imparted to the generation-after, not merely to remember, but to ensure that
the lack of acknowledgment by the state does not erase the lived experience of their
ancestors.
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e In this regard, the Tamil diaspora continues to celebrate May 18 every year as Mullivaikkal
Remembrance Day.
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e The recollections and stories of the generation-after of genocidal events, be it the Holocaust
or the Tamil genocide in Sri Lanka, are filled with stories from their ancestors.

TATHER Y T3t & S STAXAA-JTFET hT THTIT 3R Fglfaidl, =Te T8 gleliehiee g1 a1 Hoiehr
# IfFel IR, Sefeh Jdwil b herieraii & 31 g% ¥
e In Ms. Hirsch’s interview, she says that the generation-after plays a significant role in ensuring

that the stories witnessed by their ancestors do not get erased for a “future that will know the
past deeply but that will not be paralysed by its darknesses.”
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e These stories of the ‘generation-after’ share immense similarities with Israel’'s ongoing attack
in Palestine.

“FAAT-ATFET T A FEIferdl Thfarecdiel 7 Sorse & S g A 37T FHARTAT W@ 2

e As citizens of the world, we should not fail to look at the toll that these traumatic events take
on the memory of the generations that follow.
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e These effects, which fail to catch the eye at the first instance, have lasting influences on the
lives and lived experiences of a large number of people who are yet to be born.
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Navy chief to visit Australia and New Zealand from today
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Meta debuts Muse, its personal Al assistant that can access apps
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Navy chief to visit
Australia and New
Zealand from today

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Chief of Naval Staff (CNS)
Admiral Krishna Swami-
nathan will undertake an
official wvisit to Australia
and New Zealand begin-
ning Wednesday aimed at
further strengthening In-
dia’s bilateral naval cooper-
ation with the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy (RAN) and the
Royal New Zealand Navy
(RNZN).

According to the Indian
Navy, during his visit to
Australia, Admiral Swami-
nathan will hold discus-
sions with Vice Admiral
Matthew Buckley, Chief of
Navy of the Royal Austra-
lian Navy, and engage with
Australia’s defence leader-
ship, including Admiral
Mark Hammond, Chief of
the Defence Force, and
Vice Admiral Justin Jones,
Commander Joint
Operations.

The Navy chief’s visit
comes amid growing mo-
mentum in India-Australia
relations following the
Third India-Australia An-
nual Summit held in July
2026 and the Second India-
Australia Defence Minis-
ters’ Dialogue in June.

Expanding ties
The two countries have

steadily expanded defence
and security cooperation,
particularly in maritime se-
curity and regional engage-
ment.

The CNS’s discussions
are expected to review on-
going naval cooperation
and explore ways to en-
hance operational interac-
tion, interoperability, in-
formation sharing, training
and professional exchang-
es between the Indian Na-
vy and the Royal Australian
Navy.

In New Zealand, the Na-
val Chief will meet Rear Ad-
miral Garin Golding, Chief
of Navy of the Royal New
Zealand Navy, and engage
with senior New Zealand
defence leadership.

The visit follows re-
newed momentum in In-
dia-New Zealand ties after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited New Zealand
in July 2026, during which
the two countries elevated
their relationship to a Stra-
tegic Partnership and
agreed to deepen coopera-
tion in several areas, in-
cluding defence and mari-
time security.

The Navy chief’s visit to
the two countries under-
scores India’s growing mar-
itime engagement with
Australia and New
Zealand.

09S9. Navy chief to visit Australia and New
Zealand from today
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e Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) Admiral Krishna Swaminathan
will undertake an official visit to Australia and New Zealand
beginning Wednesday aimed at further strengthening India’s
bilateral naval cooperation with the Royal Australian Navy (RAN)
and the Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN).

AT 5@ (CNS) USTATS F0r Farilryel §ear & siteeferm sk
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e According to the Indian Navy, during his visit to Australia,
Admiral Swaminathan will hold discussions with Vice Admiral
Matthew Buckley, Chief of Navy of the Royal Australian Navy, and
engage with Australia’s defence leadership, including Admiral
Mark Hammond, Chief of the Defence Force, and Vice Admiral
Justin Jones, Commander Joint Operations.
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e The Navy chief’s visit comes amid growing momentum in
India-Australia relations following the Third India-Australia
Annual Summit held in July 2026 and the Second India-Australia
Defence Ministers’ Dialogue in June.
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Expanding ties

RraRa a1a gay

e The two countries have steadily expanded defence and security cooperation, particularly in
maritime security and regional engagement.
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e The CNS’s discussions are expected to review ongoing naval cooperation and explore ways
to enhance operational interaction, interoperability, information sharing, training and
professional exchanges between the Indian Navy and the Royal Australian Navy.
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e In New Zealand, the Naval Chief will meet Rear Admiral Garin Golding, Chief of Navy of the
Royal New Zealand Navy, and engage with senior New Zealand defence leadership.
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e The visit follows renewed momentum in India-New Zealand ties after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited New Zealand in July 2026, during which the two countries elevated their

relationship to a Strategic Partnership and agreed to deepen cooperation in several areas,
including defence and maritime security.

Ig AT SellS 2026 H TUTAHAT Y5 ANGT I wgsiols AT o dle; HRA-=goiols Tl 7 3778 75
I & 916 81 WY &, Foraeh RieT gt &2t & 319e Tt ot Toreifaes |msierY (Strategic
Partnership) & FciX deh SeIAT 3R T&TT 4T HHAT GI&T Higel g &A1 3 TENIT Y g el T
HEATT o |

o The Navy chief’s visit to the two countries underscores India’s growing maritime
engagement with Australia and New Zealand.

alett SRil 2 AT G ot FT i fordn 3R =gsiols & A1y R T do i T TEHIraT i

Meta debuts Muse, its
personal Al assistant
that can access apps

Reuters
NEW YORK

Meta rolled out on Tuesday
a long-touted Al assistant
that can autonomously
send emails, sell a car and
book travel on a person’s
behalf, despite internal
concerns that the technol-
ogy mismanages its access
to sensitive personal data.

The company’s Muse
agent is the centrepiece of
CEO Mark Zuckerberg's
plan to offer “personal su-
perintelligence” to the bil-
lions of people who use
Meta’s services daily. The
product will be available
only in the U.S. initially, via
a dedicated Muse app or
Meta’s WhatsApp messag-
ing service.

Muse is designed to ac-
cess a Person’s apps across
categories like email, ca-
lendar, payments, health,

=
The product will be available
only in the U.S. initially. REUTERS

shopping and the smart
home, Meta said. People
choose which apps it con-
nects to and can revoke ac-
cess at any time.

As recently as this week,
Meta employees testing the
tool have reported cases of
Muse arranging vacation
logistics,  disconnecting
without explanation and
uploading sensitive infor-
mation without permis-
sion, according to internal
posts seen by Reuters.

@ifhd AT R

09S9. Meta debuts Muse, its personal Al assistant
that can access apps

HeT of Muse dTH® 39T sgfFdard Al TS ver fham,

e Metarolled out on Tuesday a long-touted Al assistant
that can autonomously send emails, sell a car and book travel on
a person’s behalf, despite internal concerns that the technology
mismanages its access to sensitive personal data.
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The company’s Muse agent is the centrepiece of CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s plan to offer
“personal superintelligence” to the billions of people who use Meta’s services daily.
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The product will be available only in the U.S. initially, via a dedicated Muse app or Meta’s
WhatsApp messaging service.
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Muse is designed to access a person’s apps across categories like email, calendar,
payments, health, shopping and the smart home, Meta said.
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People choose which apps it connects to and can revoke access at any time.
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As recently as this week, Meta employees testing the tool have reported cases of Muse
arranging vacation logistics, disconnecting without explanation and uploading sensitive
information without permission, according to internal posts seen by Reuters.
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